ADVENTISTREVIEW.ORG

JUNE2022: WAR AND ADVENTISM -+ ONWARD,
CHRISTIAN SOLDIER + WHEN TEARS BECOME
LENSES + FEAR MANAGEMENT -+ WHAT IS LOVE?

War




GLENDYS JUST, WANTS TO

/@Z’M/@ heme.

Right now, your gift will
multiply to do twice as much
good—up to $50,000. Act today
to DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT and
help mothers like Glendys.

ADRA.org/Glendys | 1.800.424.ADRA (2372)



REVIEW VOLUME 199
NUMBER 06

FEATURES

18 AND THE LAND HAD REST FROM WAR | ADELINA ALEXE
The eternal response to our longing for peace

22 TRUE OR FALSE? WAR IS HELL | LAEL CAESAR
A reflection on the theme of this issue: War? Or Peace?

24 WAR AND ADVENTISM | PAUL ANDERSON
How compatible is military service with the church?

30 ONWARD, CHRISTIAN SOLDIER | SHANNON CRAWFORD
One Christian’s testimony on belonging to the armed services

COVER PHOTOS ©GLOBALP AND BAZILFOTO / ISTOCK / GETTY IMAGES PLUS JUNE 2022 | ADVENTIST REVIEW 1



“God plants within our hearts the urge to seek Him.

And the Divine One waits for the response, waiting

for us to follow hard after Him, to seek that we might

find. Something truly remarkable happens when the

seeking God is met by a searching person.”

ARTICLES

34 WHEN TEARS
BECOME LENSES
JOHN MCVAY
Mary saw Jesus more clearly
through her tears.

38 WRITING THE PRESIDENT
A significant statement from a
significant place.

» Hybrid GC Session Will Feature

Novel Events, Initiatives

» God's Blessing and Careful
Stewardship Key to Positive
Financial Outcome

» Free Medical Care:
“United We Serve”

» Ministry Center in Canada
Will Energize Students,
Churches for Mission

» First Congregation for the Deaf

in the Dominican Republic

2 ADVENTIST REVIEW | JUNE 2022

42 FOLLOWING THE PRINCE OF
PEACE IN A TIME OF WAR
Dealing with war isn't new for
the Adventist Church.

48 JESUS, THE PEACEMAKER?
GERALD A. KLINGBEIL
The opposite of weakness is
strength. Or is it?

52 WHAT IS LOVE?
MICHELLE ODINMA
It's an old question, but one
that needs an answer.

58 PEACE: WHAT IT MEANS.
HOW IT COMES.
ELLEN G. WHITE
Jesus brings a peace like no
other.

60 ZENANA MISSIONS
GORDON E. CHRISTO
Woman reaching women for
the gospel

66 NO SUCH PARABLE
PATRICIA SMITH
Using the humble to teach
the haughty

EDITORIAL

5 BILL KNOTT
WAR NO MORE

6 LETTERS
57 HOUSE CALL
70 VOICES

29 CLIFF'S EDGE
CLIFFORD GOLDSTEIN

41 REIMAGINING FAITH
SHAWN BRACE

51 TRANSFORMATIONAL TIPS
DELBERT W. BAKER

65 THE FAITH-FULL LIFE
BECKY ST. CLAIR

72 IN OTHER WORDS
JARED THURMON

ADVENTISTREVIEW.ORG



REVIEW

FOUNDED 1849. PUBLISHED BY THE

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS®

PUBLISHING BOARD

Ted N. C. Wilson, chair

Guillermo Biaggi, vice chair

Bill Knott, secretary

Lisa Beardsley-Hardy, G. Alexander Bryant, Williams Costa, Paul H. Douglas,
Erton Kohler, Peter Landless, Geoffrey Mbwana, Daisy Orion, Ella Simmons,
Artur Stele, Ray Wahlen, Karnik Doukmetzian, legal advisor

EXECUTIVE EDITOR/DIRECTOR OF ADVENTIST REVIEW MINISTRIES
Bill Knott

ASSOCIATE EDITORS/DIRECTORS, ADVENTIST REVIEW MINISTRIES
Lael Caesar, Gerald A. Klingbeil, Greg Scott

COMMUNICATION DIRECTOR/NEWS EDITOR Enno Miiller

DIGITAL PLATFORMS DIRECTOR Gabriel Begle

ASSISTANT EDITORS Sandra Blackmer, Wilona Karimabadi
FINANCIAL MANAGER Kimberly Brown

MARKETING Jared Thurmon

ART DIRECTION AND DESIGN Bryan Gray/Types & Symbols
LAYOUT TECHNICIAN Fred Wuerstlin

COPY EDITING James Cavil

OPERATIONS MANAGER Merle Poirier

EDITORIAL ASSESSMENT COORDINATOR Marvene Thorpe-Baptiste
EDITORS-AT-LARGE Mark A. Finley, John M. Fowler

SENIOR ADVISOR E. Edward Zinke

AD SALES Glen Gohlke

CIRCULATION/DISTRIBUTION Rebecca Hilde, Sharon Tennyson

TO WRITERS: Writer's guidelines are available at the Adventist Review
Website: www.adventistreview.org and click “About the Review." For a printed

copy, send a self-addressed envelope to: Writer's Guidelines, Adventist
Review, 12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD 20904.

E-mail: revieweditor@gc.adventist.org.

Web site: www.adventistreview.org.

Unless otherwise noted, Bible texts in this issue are from the New King James
Version. Copyright © 1979, 1980, 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. All rights reserved.
Bible texts credited to NIV are from the Holy Bible, New International Version.
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc. Bible texts credited to NRSV are
from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright © 1989 by the
Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in
the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Scripture quotations
marked ESV are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by
Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Scripture quotations marked NASB are from the New American
Standard Bible, copyright © 1960, 1971, 1977, 1995, 2020 by The Lockman
Foundation. All rights reserved.

Unless otherwise noted, all prominent photos are ©Getty Images 2021.

The Adventist Review (ISSN 0161-1119) is the general paper of the Seventh-day
Adventist® church. It is published monthly by the General Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists®, 12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD 20904. Periodicals
postage paid at Silver Spring, MD, and additional mailing offices. Postmaster: Send
address changes to Adventist Review, P.O. Box 5353, Nampa, ID 83653-5353.
Copyright © 2022, General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists®.

PRINTED IN THE US.A.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Twelve issues of the monthly Adventist Review, US$19.95,
plus additional postage outside North America. Single copy US$2.00 plus
shipping and handling.

To order, visit adventistreview.org/subscriptions or send your name,
address, and payment to: Adventist Review subscription desk, P.O. Box
5353, Nampa, ID 83653-5353

ADDRESS CHANGES AND SUBSCRIPTION QUERIES:
adventistreview@pacificpress.com or call 1-800-545-2449

ADVENTISTREVIEW.ORG

L

L"""".lr-

A New Yet Old W_ay to do
Church by Russell Burrill

Confessions of an Adventist
Mom by Merle Poirier

S (¥ ]

Viral Lies by James Standish

[ o

ut General Conference Session

- |
God Speaks Through Introver
by Ashley Jankiewicz

JUNE 2022 | ADVENTIST REVIEW 3




SABN Behind Bars

:ZWM m/ﬂngm W/ Yow cabe Tr Me.. J}%W aL

yow Mﬁ/ Ll ove a# Zf/w léaéz( m’r Z;wfp/ //Mu émZL/wm
ow gl L To e fillpew Zﬁ 26, 40

o
v

3ABN reaches out to thousands of souls who are searching
for Jesus behind bars

e Sending 700 free Study Bibles every month

e Writing thousands of prisoners in 42 states

Your support makes e Providing free Christian TV programming for prisons
it possible. Thank you!

(618) 627-4651 | 3ABN.tv ] 4 (> ) ©3ABN

Three Angels Broadcasting Network



EDITORIAL

War No More

sk me what story from the
Adventist past seems most

relevant today, and I'll point
you to a memoir that emerged
from war.

It appeared in a letter pub-
lished in this magazine on June
29, 1944. Adventist medic Cor-
poral Howard Martin was tempo-
rarily stationed near Tunis in
North Africa, just after General
Erwin Rommel’s Afrika Korps was
driven from the city by Allied
forces.

“I hitchhiked to church there
one Sabbath and was more than
repaid for the effort,” Martin
wrote, “though the service was
closing when I found the place. A
Swiss family, who had left their
country at the outbreak of the
war, invited me and four other
Adventist soldiers who were
there to go home for dinner. . ..

“During the Axis domination
here, our host told us, there were
three German brethren and one
Italian, all soldiers, who attended
church regularly. One had been
with them so long and was con-
sidered so helpful that they
elected him pastor, which work
he did till the British occupation.
Like us Adventists in the Ameri-
can Army, they were in the Med-
ical Corps and did not carry arms.”

And then in words that hinted
at a reality greater than perhaps
even he knew, Martin added, “It
was interesting to learn that on
one Sabbath our hosts were out
walking with those four brethren,
and the next week four American

Where are those who speak for peace,
both in the culture and the church?

Seventh-day Adventist soldiers
went for a Sabbath walk over the
same route.”

I've been replaying Corporal
Martin's words often as conflict
dominate the news with tales and
images of numbing cruelty and
pain. His lines remind us of a time
when to be a Seventh-day Adven-
tist was a greater honor than to
serve in the armed forces of your
country.

The e was a time when a Swiss
Adventist family could go walking
with German and Italian soldiers
one Sabbath afternoon and with
American soldiers the next, and
only lament that a world war
intervened.

The e was a time when conver-
sations—even disagreements—
could be measured in stories and
miles, and not in nanoseconds
or hit-and-run postings on a
website.

The e was a time—and still
could be a time—when the faith
of Jesus called us back to the two
most basic metaphors of the
Christian life—the journey and
the dialogue—walking and
talking together as we travel to
the Celestial City.

And that time could be now.

While we are loath to admit it,
Adventism as lived for much of
the past 160 years has frequently
acquired the warlike vocabulary
of its era. Surrounded by a world
consumed with conflict, the
church too easily becomes a dis-
tant echo of a culture that has
little use for a Prince of Peace. We

speak of “enemies” and “oppo-
nents,” not noticing His enduring
command to love those who dis-
agree with us. We see no irony in
attacking fellow believers who
follow Jesus differently, as if we
might enlarge His kingdom by
obliterating part of it. We gather
by our watchfires and in our
camps, imagining a day when our
ideals will chase all others from
the fiel .

Where are those who speak for
peace, both in the culture and the
church?

Where is the once-distinctive
Adventist witness to nonviolence,
in word as much as deed? Will
He who prayed for unity among
us return to validate our warlike
rhetoric and actions?

A movement that seeks to call
the world to Jesus must ask if it
is living out the faith of Jesus—
Hislove, His kindness, His peace-
making—with clarity and resolve.
Can we commit ourselves to dia-
logue with Adventists whose
views offend us, and covenant to
walk some miles with them? Th
language of address—so often
used to objectify and vilify—must
yet become fi st person plural:
“we,” “us,” and “ours” must yet
replace the dangerous rhetoric of
“they” and “them.”

An old Black gospel lyric still
sings the vow that we must make:
“Ain’t gonna study war no more.”

Py
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GUNS OR ROSES?

In the pro and con articles about
owning a gun, | thought Frank
Hasel's con article was much
stronger. The pro article by Joseph
Olstad ignores the fact that guns
in homes are often misused. |
recall a story a few years back
about an older Adventist pastor
whose granddaughter was staying
with him. Very late one night he
awoke to hear someone quietly
entering the back porch door,
took his gun, and shot (and killed)

e,
GUNS ORROSES?
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the intruder, who turned out to be his granddaughter coming home
late. Just this morning | read a headline: “Toddler Finds Gun, Shoots
Brother.” And with depression so prevalent around the world these
days, there is the danger of someone with suicidal thoughts who
has access to a gun using it at a low moment. | also thought
Olstad’s “theology of protection” was a little strained when applied
to gun ownership. | also appreciated Shawn Brace’s article, “We
Know in Part,” about how Christian maturity is shown when we
realize how limited our knowledge is and how foolish it is to think

we already know everything!
Carrol Grady
Snohomish, Washington

I read with interest “Guns or
Roses?” April 2022; both points of
view can be accepted. As for me,

I tend to disagree with relying on
the Christian men in blue to have

6 ADVENTIST REVIEW | JUNE 2022

to use a gun to protect me from
the violence of those who would
harm us, for in the process,
couldn’t they lose their lives?
They also should love their
enemies. | have three Christian

friends who are police officers,
and they are now choosing to
leave the state they live in for
fear of being injured through
defunding. | have heard their
stories. | would imagine they too
would model this love, the love
of Jesus to not hurt or kill
another human, with the courage
to learn from Him to be the
agents of peace.

Robert Rouillard

Lakewood, Washington

MY FAVORITE EDITION

What a wonderful Adventist
Review (April 2022)! | was moved
to tears, joy, and deep thought.
Over the years of being a
subscriber, this edition will be
my favorite! | was so moved by
the article “Finding Disruption,
Finding Church.” It reminded me
of when | was a teenager who
attended my parents’ Sev-
enth-day Christian church. It was
a God-fearing church with loving
members, good sermons,

etc. While I enjoyed it, | left
church each Sabbath feeling that
| was not growing spiritually. |
don’t know why, because, as |
said, it was a lovely Christian
environment. | was so disturbed
by this feeling that | left the
church at 19 years old and went

ADVENTISTREVIEW.ORG



2022 GENERAL CONFERENCE SESSION

Official notice is hereby given that the postponed sixty-first session of
the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists will be held June
6-11, 2022, in the America’s Center in St. Louis, Missouri, United States.
The first meeting will begin at 8:00 am, June 6, 2022. All duly accredited

delegates are urged to be present at that time. This Session will also
be accessible for delegates remotely by electronic means.

Ted N C Wilson, General Conference President

Erton C Kohler, General Conference Secretary

to a less-liberal church. The
Seventh-day Adventist Church
concerned me, but God said “just
come...." This is what God
wanted me to do. That was 65
years ago. | grew one step at a
time, and our loving God was
patient and is still always by my
side helping me to continue
growing and molding me into the
person He wants me to be. For 65
years | have been blessed and
joyful and thank Him for helping
me to be discerning of His voice
and direction. Thank you for your
excellent publication.

Marilyn Marshall

Catching up on Review reading, |
ran across Paul Dybdahl’s article
from November. I'm a 78-year-old
with an impaired immune system
and depleted energy from
fighting cancer, and there is much
| cannot do: no teaching Sabbath
School, no active participation in
the worship service, no in-person
sharing, and only rarely attending
church. It is easy to feel useless
and worthless. Thank you, Paul,
for your encouraging words and
focusing on those words of Jesus
to the woman with limited
options: “She has done what she
could” (Mark 14:8).

Bruce McClay, M.A., M.L.S.

Battle Ground, Washington

FROM FACEBOOK

CONFESSIONS OF
AN ADVENTIST MOM
Parents need to pray not only for
their children but for those who
will have an impact on their lives.
I wish | had realized that when
my children were little.

Debbie Burns

CHILDREN LEARN HOW TO SERVE
FROM THE HEART IN MONGOLIA
Thank you for the wonderful
news from Mongolia, though a
picture of a Mongolian mother
with her child would have been
more powerful.

King-Yi Eugene Hsu

THE CHRISTIAN’S CALL TO CIVIL

DISOBEDIENCE

Let's pray that church members

can see/know when that happens.
Linda Parks Chapin

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH
INTROVERTS TOO
Thank you so much for this article.

YOUR TURN

We welcome your letters, noting, as always, that inclusion of a letter in this
section does not imply that the ideas expressed are endorsed by either the
editors of the Adventist Review or the General Conference. Short, specific,
timely letters have the best chance at being published (please include your
complete address and phone number—even with e-mail messages). Letters
will be edited for space and clarity only. Send correspondence to Letters

to the Editor, Adventist Review, 12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD
20904-6600; Internet: letters@adventistreview.org.

I also judge myself for not wanting
to go onto the podium to speak
for any reason or to offer a public
prayer, and do feel as if I'm being
judged for this, as if I'm lacking in
faith. However, I'm always willing
to help with anything else that
needs to be done.

Alicia Cardona

FIRE HITS ADVENTIST REGIONAL
HEADQUARTERS IN CENTRAL
PHILIPPINES
Thankful for the protection.
Praying for all who were affected
by the loss.

Sandra Holt

AFTER EVANGELISM, CHURCHES

AND RADIO STATIONS ARE RISING

IN THE PHILIPPINES

May God bless your ministry!
Teresa Schultz

EVANGELISTIC SERIES IN
CENTRAL AMERICA RESULTS IN
MORE THAN 21,000 BAPTISMS
Praise God and the power of the
Holy Spirit.

Coreana Foster Kuras
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WHERE NEEDED MOST FUNDS MAKE AN IMPACT IN AFRICA

KINGSWAY, KENYA
Solar power for officient and cost effective operation of their well, new classroams, teacher housing, and 3 greenhouse

TWING MEMORIAL, TANZANIA
Fully fence the school property, creade boaths for promoting roadsids sades in grder Lo fund teacher salaries,

FALCO'S CHILDREN HOME, TANZANIA
100 covws as a sustainahility project. new kitchen, three water towers, bio gas project, vehicle to transport students,
and peaint for existing buildings.

AKCHOR, ZAMBIA
Land purchase for expansion of sustainability projects, missiorary house, 100 mattresses for new boys' dormitory,
eonstruction of the Child impeact girks’ dormitony with water tanks, toileds, and showers.

RIVERSIDE FARM, ZAMBIA
Bus for Iransporting childven from noighboring villages. five classrooms 1o evenlually expand the capacity of the primary
school by 360 students.
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Scan the OR code to lear more about the Where Necded Most Fund, Visit Childimpact.org

Consider a donation to the Where Needed Most Fund,
-



“The church’s financial report is
a testimony to the power of God,
and of the faithfulness of His
many Christian stewards around
the world.” —Ray Wahlen, p. 12

For the first time, the General Conference Session
will include a Virtual Exhibition and new initiatives
focused on supporting people with disabilities.

EXHIBITION
EXPERIENCE

PHOTO: GENERAL CONFERENCE OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS
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HYBRID GC SESSION WILL FEATURE
NOVEL EVENTS, INITIATIVES

EVENT WILL INCLUDE AN EXTENSIVE VIRTUAL EXHIBITION, FOCUS ON INCLUSION.
BY MARYELLEN HACKO, FOR ADVENTIST NEWS NETWORK, AND ADVENTIST REVIEW

he Seventh-day Adventist Church
is hosting its sixty-first General
Conference Session in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, June 6-11. Postponed since
2020 because of the global COVID-19
crisis, this year's event will look dif-
ferent from previous sessions. In-
stead of hosting ancillary meetings
and featuring an in-person exhibit
hall, the event will be hosted for
one week on a virtual platform to
make attendance possible for Ad-
ventists across all divisions and time
zones, organizers said.
Although largely online, the event
will still be held in the 66,000-seat

Dome at America’s Center in St.
Louis, where thousands of Adven-
tists are expected to attend the Sat-
urday (Sabbath) meetings. Nearly
2,700 voting delegates will repre-
sent more than 21 million church
members from 200 countries. The
theme for this year’s session is
“Jesus Is Coming! Get Involved!”
The theme reflects the hope that
Adventists profess in the soon com-
ing of Jesus and the urgency for
Total Member Involvement (TMI).
As well as being livestreamed to
church members, the session will
have a virtual exhibition featuring

Adventist ministries and initiatives
from divisions around the world.
This will resemble the Adventist
Virtual Global Camp Meeting held
May 19-23, 2021, which was an in-
teractive and immersive digital
experience.

With a virtual environment spe-
cially designed to look like an ex-
hibit hall, the platform will show-
case Adventist institutions, cus-
tomized booths for ministries, a
prayer room, a networking lounge,
live presentations, games, a mar-
ketplace, and animated elements
and digital avatars, to be explored

JUNE 2022 | ADVENTIST REVIEW
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NEWS

and enjoyed by virtual attendees
around the world.

SESSIONS AND EXHIBITS

“We've never had a virtual exhi-
bition hall at GC Session before,”
General Conference (GC) Virtual
Events and Adventist Collective
consultant Sharon Aka explained.
“In the VE hall you'll be able to
walk into the virtual auditorium
where GC business sessions will
be streamed live.”

GC business sessions will run in
the morning, afternoon, and eve-
ning (U.S. central daylight time),
during which time there will be no
scheduled events in the exhibition
hall.

“The exhibition hall will be open
24/7, of course, but there will be
presentations and webinars in the
booths only in between sessions,
during meals, and throughout the
night,” Aka explained. “During Sab-
bath hours the virtual exhibition
experience will be available for
attendees. Sales of goods will not
be available during Sabbath hours.”

Currently more than 150 booths
are scheduled for the virtual ex-
hibition experience. Each one may
have anywhere from two to 10 pre-
sentations, most lasting about 15-
20 minutes. “We're looking at po-
tentially 500 to 750 presentations
during the event over the course
of six days,” Aka said. “So there’ll
be no shortage of content for peo-
ple to enjoy!”

In addition to booths from var-
ious Adventist ministries, a poster
hall will present academic research

and innovation. “No Adventist event
has ever done anything like this at
a global gathering,” Aka said. “We’ll
have health-care entities, educa-
tion entities, and other great min-
istries who are doing significant
research and innovation hosting
posters on different topics. This
will be a great opportunity to share
the important aspects of research
with Adventists around the world.”

ACCESSIBILITY FOCUS

This year the Virtual Exhibition
team has a strong focus on mak-
ing the virtual event as accessible
as possible to those with special
needs or disabilities. Specifically,
the event-hosting platform will fea-
ture tools to help attendees max-
imize their online experience and
cater to their individual needs.

This is just part of a renewed
push to cater to the needs of every
member and visitor. Operating un-
der the theme “Think Differently.
Think Possibilities,” the team at Ad-
ventist Possibility Ministries (APM)
wants to make the 2022 General
Conference Session more accessi-
ble to special-needs communities
than ever before, leaders said.

Thanks to the session’s largely
digital format, APM has organized
Kahoot games, networking events,
and a digital booth with resources
for local churches. It has facilitated
new accessibility features in the
online platform to make naviga-
tion as easy as possible for all
guests.

This year elements of the virtual
platform have been upgraded to

cater for visitors with visual and
hearing impairments or cognitive
disabilities. This is happening be-
cause VFairs—the company spe-
cializing in virtual exhibitions that
make the event possible—has in-
creased its focus on accessibility.
Specifically, its platform now fea-
tures event navigation (all on-
screen menus are now labeled
clearly with functionality, and there
are no pop-ups or unexpected
flashes or sounds to disrupt visi-
tors) and color contrast (all virtual
events can be customized to ac-
commodate changes in color con-
trast so that all text can be read
easily). It also includes adjustable
text character size (assistive tech-
nology that allows on-screen fonts
to be enlarged or reduced in size),
page narrations (a headphone icon
to click on that helps those with
visual impairments to access in-
formation via the on-screen text
narration to gain a fully immersive
experience), and captioned webi-
nars (closed-captioning options
to make online events more con-
venient and accessible to all).

“For far too long we've thought
of disabilities rather than possi-
bilities,” Larry Evans, assistant to
the General Conference president
for APM, said. “We are out to change
the way we think not only about
‘them,” but ourselves and others.
The 1.2 billion people that Adven-
tist Possibility Ministries represents
is about 15 percent of the world’s
population. We represent one of
the largest people groups in the
world." #

10 ADVENTIST REVIEW | JUNE 2022
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GOD'S BLESSING AND CAREFUL
STEWARDSHIP KEY TO POSITIVE
FINANCIAL OUTCOME

AT THE 2022 SPRING MEETING, ADVENTIST OFFICERS

SHARE REPORTS, CHALLENGES.

BY MARCOS PASEGGI, ADVENTIST REVIEW

s a worldwide movement, the
Seventh-day Adventist Church
is notimmune to the prevailing eco-
nomic realities around the world,
Adventist Church treasurer Paul H.
Douglas said in remarks at the
church’s 2022 Spring Meeting. But
God's blessing and careful steward-
ship have contributed to a positive
financial outcome in 2021and a mod-
erately upbeat outlook for 2022.
Douglas’'s comments were part
of the April 12 Treasurer’s Report
at the spring business meetings
of the General Conference Execu-
tive Committee (GC EXCOM), the
highest decision-making body of
the denomination between quin-
quennial world sessions. The meet-
ings brought together hundreds of
church leaders, lay members, and
invitees for fully online sessions.

WHAT KEY FINANCIAL
FIGURES REVEAL

Financial results show that in
2021 the expenses of the Adventist

Church were US$29.3 million less
than revenues and gains, Doug-
las reported. “We praise the Lord
[for it],” he said, explaining that
key drivers behind this result in-
cluded a large amount of unre-
stricted distributions from the
estates of members, positive in-
creases in tithes and offerings,
and savings in office operating
expenses.

Douglas noted that Adventist
Church leaders have agreed to set
aside funds received from unre-
stricted distributions to support
mission initiatives of local congre-
gations around the world rather
than be included in the church’s
operating budget.

He also reported on working cap-
ital and liquid assets. Church lead-
ers have chosen a new way of cal-
culating these two indicators, as
the organization focuses on how
to be able to respond to an emer-
gency, so its mission activities are
not disrupted.

The new calculation, Douglas
explained, shows not only the
amount of money available but
also the length of time those re-
sources would last should the
stream of income be cut off. “The
new policy recommends a mini-
mum of six months for working
capital and a minimum of three
months that should be in liquid
assets. For the General Confer-
ence, we believe our minimums
should be set at 12 months and
nine months, respectively,” he
emphasized.

Under this new policy, Douglas
reported, the General Conference
has moved from 12.8 months at
the end of 2020 to 15.2 months at
the end of 2021 above the mini-
mum available working capital.
Likewise, liquid assets reserves
have increased from 9.2 to 12.0
months, he said.

EXPENSES, SAVINGS,
AND TITHES, INCREASE
Undertreasurer Ray Wahlen
shared the Operating Expense
Cap Report of the General Con-
ference (the Adventist Church
headquarters) for 2021. In 2021,
he reported, the General Confer-
ence operated at only 73.31 per-
cent of the cap mandated for of-
fice operating expenses by this
committee, 8 percent lower than
the related expense budget. “This
is the lowest level [as a percent-
age of the cap] since the incep-
tion of this measure more than

JUNE 2022 | ADVENTISTREVIEW 11




NEWS

20 years ago,” Wahlen said. “We
praise the Lord for this result.”

Wahlen then detailed some of
the factors that contributed to this
positive result. Besides a delib-
erate plan to keep expenses in
check and some savings as a re-
sult of pandemic-related limita-
tions, he mentioned that a major
factor was an increase of the global
tithe to more than US$2.6 billion.
It was close to US$500 million more
than what financial officers had
projected.

Overall, Douglas explained, tithes
increased not only compared to
2020 but also to 2019, considered
the last “normal” year.

Data on the world mission of-
ferings, on the other hand, show
that “the rebound is mixed,” he
said. “We still have some divisions
and attached fields showing pos-
itive increases in offerings com-
pared to 2020 and 2019. However,
the number of data points for these
positive increases is slightly less
than those related to tithe. . ..
There were positive increases re-
lated to 2020 but still lagging be-
hind the level of offerings that
were received in 2019,” Douglas
reported.

CHALLENGES
AND RISKS AHEAD

The rebounds in many world
church fields, Douglas said, are
facing a new threat as the current
geopolitical conflict in Eastern Eu-
rope has economic implications
around the world. “Given the fact
that the Seventh-day Adventist

Church is a world organization and
we share resources between the
various levels of the church, we
are susceptible to the behaviors
of currencies,” especially as re-
gards the U.S. dollar, he explained.
“In fact, approximately 80 percent
of non-United States dollar-based
tithes and offerings to the GC are
affected by the behaviors of six
major currencies” (the Brazilian
real, Mexican peso, the euro, Ko-
rean won, Australian dollar, and
Philippine peso).

Douglas explained that when
local currencies become stronger
versus the U.S. dollar, the result
is a higher amount of tithe and
offerings to the GC, and when
those currencies are weaker, the
result is a lower amount. In 2021
the six major currencies for the
church budget were weaker
against the U.S. dollar, he re-
ported. But “so far in 2022, we
see where the Brazilian real, Mex-
ican peso, and Australian dollar
are tending stronger, while the
euro, Korean won, and Philippine
peso are continuing to weaken,”
he said.

The Adventist Church is not im-
mune to the prevailing economic
realities and the turbulence these
realities create as we engage in
the Great Commission to reach
the world for Jesus, Douglas em-
phasized. Among the challenges
ahead, he said, are balancing
growth and stability and moving
toward higher levels of self-
support. He also singled out un-
derstanding paradigm shifts

brought about by crisis events,
new technologies, and changes
in generational thinking.

NOTHING TO FEAR

At discussion time several GC
EXCOM members shared their
thoughts.

“I don’t usually comment on
financial matters, but today I can-
not stay mute. It is unbelievable
how God is blessing His church,”
Women's Ministries director Heath-
er-Dawn Small said. “I am com-
pletely in awe of what God has done
in His church.”

Vivianne Quarrie, a GC EXCOM
member from Jamaica in the In-
ter-American Division, agreed. “We
have been blessed,” she said. “I
just want to thank God for what
He has been doing not only finan-
cially but also in our evangelistic
efforts in Jamaica.”

Overall, Wahlen emphasized, the
church’s financial report “is a tes-
timony to the power of God.” It is
also a testimony of “the faithful-
ness of His many Christian stew-
ards around the world.”

Douglas agreed.

“We have nothing to fear for our
finances and we have nothing to fear
for our future,” he reminded GC EX-
COM members. And “since we have
nothing to fear, let us then focus on
the mission to which we have been
commissioned...[because] He who
has begun a good work in us will
carry it on to its completion.”

EXCOM members voted 160-0 to
record the receipt of the Treasur-
er's Report as presented.’
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A dentist volunteer serves one of the
more than 4,200 patients who visited the
Pathway to Health clinic in Indianapolis
April 17-21. PHOTO: MARCOS PASEGGI, ADVENTIST REVIEW

FREE MEDICAL CARE:
“"UNITED WE SERVE"

THOUSANDS RECEIVE FREE MEDICAL CARE
AT PATHWAY TO HEALTH INDIANAPOLIS.

BY SAMUEL GIRVEN, FOR LAKE UNION HERALD, AND ADVENTIST REVIEW

fter a two-year wait, Pathway

to Health, a humanitarian

ministry of the North American

Division that provides free clinics,

held a free mega-clinic in India-

napolis, Indiana, at the Lucas Oil
Stadium April 17-21.

The clinic served more than 4,200
people in the metropolitan India-
napolis area. The goal of the event
was to show God’s love by serving
as many people as possible with
free medical, dental, vision, and
lifestyle care.

Dental services ranging from
dental cleanings to partial den-
tures were offered, as well as vi-
sion services such as optometry
and eyeglasses. In addition, med-
ical services, including primary care,
cardiology, dermatology, radiology,
and podiatry, were offered. No iden-

tification, documentation, or re-
muneration were required for these
services.

Organizers implemented the
clinic event by working together in
harmony with the theme, “United
We Serve.” “We know that we could
never have done this on our own,”
Vic Van Schaik, president of the
Indiana Conference of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church, said.
“By uniting together with the Lake
Region Conference and the Lake
Union Conference and other min-
istries, we were able to do some-
thing that only God could have
brought about.”

At a volunteer appreciation din-
ner where various partners were
thanked for their involvement, Path-
way to Health president and CEO
Ivan Golubic said, “We live in a

divided world, but here we're
united. You don’t vote the same or
speak the same language, but we
all came together to serve the peo-
ple of Indianapolis.”

Adventist World Radio president
Duane McKey echoed those senti-
ments, saying, “As we unite, we
come together, and we tell people
God loves them.”

Virginia Caine, health director
for the Marion County Department
of Health, told the volunteers and
organizers, who were gathered in
a space surrounded by Indy 500
race car memorabilia, that it was
awonderful sight to see thousands
of volunteers help people who need
it most. “Thanks for having the com-
passion to take time out of your
busy lives,” she said. “What an in-
credible resource. You've raised
the bar for others. The city loves
you. We will always be there for
you.”

The mega-clinic’s arrival had
been delayed by the COVID-19 out-
break. Volunteers were required
to wear face masks and other
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“Being yoked together by Christ in service of
others does something amazing for those who
commit to work together; there is a sense of
unity, of family, when Christ is at the head.”

protective equipment, and, depend-
ing on when they arrived, to be
tested for COVID-19 up to two times.
“This is of course a very controver-
sial issue, but we have to answer
to a number of entities,” Julie
Bryson, Pathway to Health medical
director, said. “We had to work on
really good safety protocol.”

“I'WANT TO GO TO YOUR
CHURCH"

Mark Eaton, Indiana Conference
secretary and treasurer, was vol-
unteering at the clinic and had an
encounter he won't soon forget.

“We were standing in the life-
style section, and | was talking to
a Hispanic woman,” Eaton said. “She
didn’t speak any English. | know a
little bit of Spanish, so | showed
her the locations of the Health In-
formation Centers and some of the
dates and asked her if she wanted
to go.” The woman, who appeared
interested in the centers, replied,
“Yes, not one time.” Eaton, a bit un-
sure of the woman'’s response, re-
plied, “Some of these are only one
time.” The woman persisted. “No,
no, many times. | want to go there
many times. Any church that helps
people like this, | want to go there
many times.”

Eaton was astonished by her re-
sponse. He called Noel Ojeda, In-
diana Hispanic Ministries coordi-
nator, and had him speak with the
woman. “She was adamant—she
said, ‘I want to go many times! |
want to join! " Eaton said. After she
spoke with Ojeda, the woman in-
formed Eaton of her choice. “She

told me, ‘I want to join your church.’
The Holy Spirit really impressed
her”

It is stories such as these
that North American Division pres-
ident Alex Bryant said make Path-
way to Health the closest to the
ministry of Jesus. “It provides a
ministry to the people who are in
need, and who almost don’t know
where else to go,” Bryant said in
an interview for the Lake Union
Herald’s livestream broadcast.
“When Jesus was here, He attracted
this kind of people who don’t have
means, yet they have great need.
Your Best Pathway to Health comes
into a community and provides free
medical services to the people who
are the least of these among us.
And | believe that that, more than
anything else, really represents
what Jesus would be doing down
here.”

HOW IT CAME TOGETHER

Mark Black served as layout di-
rector for Pathway to Health and
said it's astounding for him to see
how God shows up during these
outreach efforts.

“In my career | have been involved
with the opening of many li-
censed-care facilities. There is more
than a month of training before
any patients are admitted,” he ex-
plained. “With Pathway events, 2,000
to 4,000 volunteers come together,
set up and open a medical, dental,
and vision triage and treatment
center within a couple of days, and
immediately bring in thousands of
patients!”

Black gives all the credit to God.
“The reality is, it really cannot be
done! Humanly speaking, this is
not possible. But that is how God
works!”

Eight semi trailers were loaded
from a warehouse in Arkansas,
stored at Indiana Academy, and
then brought to Indianapolis
ahead of the event. “God provided
a volunteer that motored them
to the Lucas Oil Stadium on the
first day the dock was available,”
Black said. Negotiations with ven-
dors for equipment and supplies
took place in advance. Depart-
ment leaders ordered supplies
and shipped them to a local ware-
house. Later many departments
found that entities were willing
to donate supplies and lend equip-
ment for the mega-clinic. Each
piece of equipment had to be
tracked and returned at the end
of the event. “Again and again |
could see God’s leading in pro-
viding the right volunteers and
resources at the right time,” Black
said. “Being yoked together by
Christ in service of others does
something amazing for those who
commit to work together; there is
a sense of unity, of family, when
Christ is at the head.”

Van Schaik is enthusiastic about
the efforts. “Because all these peo-
ple have come, and they had such
a positive impression of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church,” he said,
“I believe that God is already work-
ing on their hearts so that we can
lead them to the next part of the
journey."ﬁ
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Burman University Ministry Center coordinator Kevin
Kiers explains the features and initiatives developed
at the facilities. pHoTO: MARCOS PASEGGI, ADVENTIST REVIEW

MINISTRY CENTER IN CANADA
WILL ENERGIZE STUDENTS,
CHURCHES FOR MISSION

BURMAN MINISTRY CENTER SEEKS TO
TRAIN AND SUPPORT ADVENTIST LEADERS.

BY MARCOS PASEGGI, ADVENTIST REVIEW

Aconversation between leaders
at Burman University (BU)
prompted a drive that resulted in
the construction of the new Burman
Ministry Center (BMC), which offi-
cially opened on March 6. Located
on the campus of the Seventh-day
Adventist school in Lacombe, Al-
berta, Canada, it seeks to train and
support Adventist leaders and young
people across Canada and beyond,
people behind the initiative said.

“The question was asked, ‘What
do Seventh-day Adventist Canadi-
ans need today, and how can we
help?'” Mark Johnson, president
of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
in Canada, said. “We need two
things: first, a deeper and more
personal faith in God, and second,
a better understanding on how to
lead people to Christ.”

That is precisely what BMC is
trying to accomplish, church lead-
ers said.

AN IDEA AND APLAN

In April 2021 a conversation be-
tween BU president Loren Agrey,
Religious Studies chair Steve Rea-
sor,and Outdoor Leadership chair
Kevin Kiers resulted in what is to-
day BMC. From that initial conver-
sation, many more conversations
among ministry leaders from every

level of the church took place.
The opening of the center was
“a landmark event for Adventist
ministry and mission in Canada,”
Kiers said. He explained that even
though the center is located on
the BU campus, much effort is be-
ing spent on serving all areas of
Canada. “Careful thought has been
made to include ministry-minded
Seventh-day Adventists from across
the country to help others,” he said.
The center’s motto is “Shine to
Serve,” which provides a basis for
the ministry, Kiers said. “Everything
we do, produce, and share is ser-
vice-oriented,” he emphasized.

WHAT THE CENTER DOES

Kiers explained that BMC in-
cludes state-of-the-art video, au-
dio, and podcast recording stu-
dios. Funded by private donors
and with the support of the Ad-
ventist Church organization, BMC
offers a high-quality venue for
various ministry initiatives.

BMC invites church members from
across Canada to record at the fa-
cilities and share their talents with
Canadian Adventist churches. “Four
content creators have been hired
to move things along quickly, and
more will be hired later this year,”
he reported.

The new center accepts church
members individually or in groups
to book appointments and get help
to record songs, sermons, and pod-
casts to share on the center’s web-
site, or through Facebook, Insta-
gram, and TikTok. “This is where
you can truly ‘let your light shine,”
Kiers said.

STUDENT MISSIONARIES
AND INTERNSHIPS

In cooperation with the NAD
Office of Volunteer Ministries, BMC
is now a processing center for any
student in Canada, 18 years and
older, to serve worldwide as a stu-
dent missionary. “Students can take
a year off from school to volunteer
somewhere on the planet,” Kiers
said. “Students are needed to serve
as teachers, pastors, evangelists,
accountants, grounds and mainte-
nance workers, translators, and so
much more.”

Beginning in summer 2022, BMC
will be sending 10 religious stud-
ies students to serve as interns to
the church conferences in Canada,
Kiers reported. “These interns will
serve for three months with a men-
tor pastor in an assigned church.
The goal is to support local churches
while at the same time helping our
future pastors be more prepared
for when they start serving in pas-
toral ministry,” he said.

Kiers asked for prayers for the
new ministry and the church. “Pray
that our churches shine bright in
this dark world, [and] pray that our
faith grows strong while we serve
our communities,” he said.
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Church, through its Possibility
Ministries in the Dominican Re-
public, recently dedicated the first
congregation specifically for the
hearing-impaired in that coun-
try. The ceremony drew church
leaders, member volunteers, and
more than 35 hearing-impaired
people to celebrate and to witness
the first in the group to get bap-
tized, on April 2.

“The message of God is for ev-
ery person, and as a church we have
the responsibility to deliver this
message of salvation using all of
the means available so they all can
understand and accept it in their
lives,” Lidia Pérez, Possibility Min-
istries director for the church in
the Dominican Republic, said. The
congregation’s organization is the
result of the hard work of a group
of young people and adult mem-
bers of the church who have been
in favor of working for the hear-
ing-impaired in the community,
she said. “There have been sign
language training classes and the
organization of a Master Guide
youth group, among other initia-
tives and ministries,” Pérez said.

Interpreters and deaf persons greet
Gabriel Paulino, president of the South-
east Dominican Conference in Domini-

can Republic, during the dedication of
the first congregation for the deaf on
Aprll 2. PHOTO: SOUTHEAST DOMINICAN CONFERENCE

FIRST CONGREGATION FOR THE
DEAF IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

MEMBERS CELEBRATE FIRST BAPTISM, OFFER SIGN LANGUAGE TRAINING.

BY SOUTHEAST DOMINICAN CONFERENCE AND INTER-AMERICAN DIVISION NEWS

FILLING A GREAT NEED

During the keynote message of
the ceremony, Gabriel Paulino,
president of the Adventist Church
in the Southeast Dominican Con-
ference, praised the work of the
committed church members for
their dedication. “It is a high honor
to dedicate this church group,”
Paulino said. “This fills a great
need in our population,” he said
as he reassured the group of the
church’s full support to this new
ministry.

Seeing Raquel, 17, getting bap-
tized means a wonderful blessing
and accomplishment, Héctor Liz-
ardo, a district pastor who minis-
ters in the newly formed hear-
ing-impaired group, said.

“I feel so happy to get baptized
today,” Raquel said minutes before
she was baptized. “I understand
everything said in church.”

The church sees an average of
15t0 20 hearing-impaired individ-
uals every Sabbath morning for
church service.

The project has meant more than
justinclusion for deaf people, Liz-
ardo said. “They have found a sup-
port group that has become like a

family,” he said. “We have worked
on letting them feel understood,
loved, and accepted, and most of
them have shared how being part
of this congregation has brought
meaning to their lives.”

GETTING MEMBERS
INVOLVED

The group is being viewed as a
pilot program to establish more
deaf congregations across the is-
land, Lizardo said. “Our dream is
to have at least one congregation
in each of the conference regions
as part of having an exclusive
church for the deaf but also to in-
clude this group as part of our
church culture and eventually have
every church be accessible and
catering to the hearing-impaired
and others with special needs.”

The congregation includes 10
member volunteers—mostly young
people ages 13 to 25—who coordi-
nate, lead the programs, and con-
nect with the hearing-impaired
group every week. “We are prepar-
ing to receive children and adults
and also to invite those who are
blind-deaf-mute,” Lizardo said. The
plan is to open Adventurer and
Pathfinder clubs soon, he said.

“Everything accomplished so far
has been because of Jesus’ call to
preach the message to every per-
son, tribe, tongue, and people,”
Lizardo said. “We want to continue
to shed light in this ministry and
enlist as many church members
as possible to be involved in reach-
ing people with special needs in
our communities.” #
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NEW ARMOR OF GOD APP AIMS TO ENGAGE CHILDREN WITH GAMES
AND ACTIVITIES. The General Conference (GC) Children’s Ministries Department
recently launched a new app called Armor of God. Developed as a resource to be
deployed by parents, Sabbath School teachers, and children’s ministry leaders, the
app helps children learn and live out the principles taught in Ephesians 6. GC
Children’s Ministries director Linda Koh described the purpose of the app: to “anchor
children’s faith in God as they face anxiety, fear, and temptations in their life.”

ADVENTIST CHURCH IN ALBANIA CELEBRATES 30 YEARS. Sabbath, April 23,
was a big day of celebration as hundreds gathered in Tirana to praise God for the
denomination’s regional anniversary. Leaders from the Albanian Mission and the
Adriatic Union Conference were present, and many international guests joined by
video conference as well. Delmar Reis, Albanian Mission president and organizer of
the event, shared a glimpse into the future of the Albanian church: “We are here not
only to celebrate the past but also to look into the future!”

10,000 TOES CAMPAIGN RECOGNIZED BY WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZA-
TION. The 10,000 Toes Campaign, an initiative of health ministries of the South
Pacific Division, has received the 2022 Healthy Island Award in the Best Practice
Category from the World Health Organization for its work in Fiji. The award recog-
nizes the work that 10,000 Toes is doing in helping to address the epidemic of
lifestyle diseases, particularly diabetes, in the Pacific region.

CHILDREN LEARN HOW TO SERVE FROM THE HEART. On Global Children’s Day,
the Mongolia Mission organized a special program for children. They learned how to
help, give, and share God'’s love with other children from the community in an initiative
called “Serving From the Heart.” Participating children learned how to make cookies,
cards, and bags to give away. They also wrote out Bible verses, decorating each one of
them according to their meaning. They colored books with their church’s address and
phone number and went out and shared them with children in the neighborhood.

RUNNING FOR ADVENTIST EDUCATION AND CHILD HUNGER IN COLO-
RADO. On Sunday, April 10, the first Elevate Kids Fun Run for the community took
place, with proceeds going to both Intermountain Adventist Academy and Kids Aid, a
nonprofit program that feeds hungry children. The event, which included 2.5K, 5K,
and 10K routes, had 255 registrants, dozens of volunteers from the local church and
community, and many sponsors.

EVANGELISTIC SERIES IN CENTRAL AMERICA RESULTS IN BAPTISMS.
More than 21,000 new believers joined the Adventist Church during a two-week
evangelistic series that covered the Dominican Republic, Panama, Costa Rica,
Nicaragua, Honduras, El Salvador, and Guatemala, March 25-April 9. Crowds gathered
in large churches, auditoriums, sports fields, and outdoor stadiums, while some
watched online. “Don’t Give Up, There Is Still Hope” was the resounding message
preached throughout the seven countries by the keynote speaker, Inter-American
personal ministries director Melchor Ferreyra, who reminded viewers and listeners
every evening that through difficult times God is near.

ADVENTIST REVIEW MINISTRIES NEWSLETTER

To receive our weekly newsletter highlighting current news,
inspiring stories, thought-provoking commentaries, engaging
features, and other media, sign up today.

www.adventistreview.org/newsletter-signup
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ADELINA ALEXE

oshua, God’s holy warrior captain, lost his
mentor Moses. But God had a task for him.
Would he be equal to it? God assured him
that he would:

With his people he should “get ready to
cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to
give to them—to the Israelites. I will give you every
place where you set your foot, as I promised
Moses” (Joshua 1:2, 3, NIV). And sure enough, as
God promised, He was with Joshua: “Joshua took
the entire land, just as the Lord had directed
Moses, and he gave it as an inheritance to Israel
according to their tribal divisions. Then the land
had rest from war” (Joshua 11:23, NIV).

Many Christians today live in hope of a land of
rest, indeed, of eternal rest, where we shall rule
with God forever (Dan. 2:44; 7:27), in the realm of
eternity where the Bible says He lives (Isa. 57:15).
Eternity is a concept that stirs both wonder and
apprehension. It conveys the alluring mirage of
never-ending life while also raising a host of par-
adoxes and anxieties, such as the fear of boredom,
or questions about the linearity of time, or issues
on how relational dynamics would carry through.

ATHENS AND HUMAN LOGIC

Eternity was especially puzzling for the ancient
Greeks, who wrestled with what they perceived as
anissue of eternal regress—the idea that things can’t
regress infinite y and therefore there must be a static
beginning to everything. Following finite human
logic, they arrived at the concept of the Unmoved
Mover—a being who moved (or activated) everything
else while he himself remained static. Such a being
could not partake of temporality (sequence), existing
instead in a timeless and spaceless realm where
change was impossible because it was incompatible
with their static view of divine perfection.!

Unfortunately, this understanding of eternity
was integrated into Christianity early on and has
persisted throughout the centuries. In this per-
spective, God was conceived mostly along the

lines of an Unmoved Mover: transcendent, remote,
impersonal, and without emotions.

By contrast, the personal God of the Bible inter-
acts with His creation within our spatial-temporal
dimension. Not only is He unlike the Greek deity,
but eternity, His habitation, is spoken of in the
Scriptures in temporal language. The Bible presents
eternity, including God’s eternity, whether past or
future, as a continuum of temporality without end
(Gen. 21:33; 1 Chron. 16:36;29:10; Ps. 41:13; 103:17;
106:48; Job 36:26; Micah 5:2; Heb. 1:12).2

Residues of Greek thinking still make many
Christians uncomfortable with the idea of eternal
past because it does not make sense to us within
the parameters of finite human thought. But our
hope for the Second Advent holds a key for under-
standing the past and overcoming the reductionist
thinking, unbiblical view of God as timeless.

ADVENTISTS AND BIBLICAL REVELATION
Seventh-day Adventists are called Adventist
because of our greatest expectation of a future
eternity with God in a universe free of sin. In the
earth made new we shall be reestablished as land-
lords in our new home: a land of peace that we will
enjoy for an infinite amount of time: the Lord of
that kingdom “will reign for ever and ever” (Rev.
11:15, NIV); and we, His citizen-children, will share
that forever (Rev. 22:5). Our faith in this promise
of an eternal future leads to an equivalent under-
standing of the past that allows the biblical concept
of eternity to inform our image of God: the Bible’s
God is temporal, yet without beginning and with-
out end.? Just as our faith accepts a future eternity
(time without end, in our case derived from God),
itaccepts divine past eternity (time without begin-
ning, dispensing with the unbiblical Unmoved
Mover). This eternal God has extended His unend-
ing life to us (John 3:16) through the miraculous
sacrifi e of His Son. Because we believe Him, there
will be no end to our sinless existence going for-
ward, after Christ returns to take us to Himself so

JUNE 2022 | ADVENTISTREVIEW 19



He valued our presence
in His life more than an
uninterrupted eternal life
deprived of us.

that where He is we may be also (John 14:1-3).

Revelation 21:1-5, with its declaration on the
absolute banishment of sin’s effects—suffering, pain,
even sadness and crying, shows how pivotal Christ’s
coming is to earth’s history, the re-creation of our
planet, and the reestablishment of the universe as
a place of wholeness—peace—free of war, strife, and
death. Included in the events of His second coming,
Christ will annihilate sin and its originator forever
in what the Bible calls “the second death” (Rev. 21:8,
NIV), irrevocably freeing the entire realm of God’s
domain from sin’s destructive presence.

Christ’s second coming is meaningful only in
context of His fi st, when His sacrifi ial death pro-
vided the means of reconciliation between humans
and God (Rom. 5:10). Christ’s sacrifi e earned God
the right to redeem us from Satan’s domain.

THE DEATH OF CHRIST: REVELATION AND MYSTERY

That the death of God’s Son was the means of
bringing peace to the universe is possibly the most
perplexing paradox of Christianity. Peacemaking
is usually about diplomacy, with violence being
the ultimate resort. And it turns out that this was
the very method God pursued when war broke out
in His universe: Lucifer actualized sin when he
questioned God’s character and ability to rule the
cosmos and when he sought to establish himself
as one who would be a better ruler than God (see
Isa. 14:12-14). God pleaded with the adversary* to
change his ways, but pride prevented him from
repenting. The universe found itself entangled in
a war over God’s character, a war of insiders. Satan
sought to build an empire from within, to create
an alternative rulership that would take over God’s
sovereignty and dominate the created realm. His
strategy, instilling doubt in the minds of God’s
intelligent creatures, proved highly successful: “Did
God really say ... ?” (Gen. 3:1, NIV). It was a coup
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struck in the world of the mind. A physically coer-
cive attempt to take over would have been sense-
less. Lucifer had already witnessed enough of God’s
all-powerful nature. But how does one repair doubt?

God'’s answer was the patience of time: time that
would expose both His character and Satan’s own.
Time would disclose the result of Satan’s ideas—
suffering, alienation, shame, strife, and gradual,
fatal demise. And time would show the unfathom-
able depth and determination of God’s persistent
love and care for His children and all His creation:
the more the consequences Satan’s thinking
showed itself, the more the beauty of divine char-
acter became apparent (Rom. 5:20). The ultimate
form of God'’s revelation was God incarnate, “God
...in the likeness of sinful fle h”; and the ultimate
revelation of God incarnate is the cross, where
Christ’s heart broke under the weight of the sins
of all humans, the ultimate “sin offering” that
“condemned sin in the fle h” (Rom. 8:3, NIV).

The cross demonstrated God’s love for us in two
key aspects: (1) Jesus took our punishment upon
Himself; in doing so (2) He protected with His own
life the value system in God’s universe. This value
system involves authentic love, power, justice,
freedom, goodness, beauty, etc.—all the interde-
pendent virtues that permeate our existence as a
reflectio of their unity and centrality in God
Himself, their source. Sadly, the actualization of
sin replaced these virtues with a counterfeit values
system that eroded our internal and external
peace. But in the life and death of Jesus we see
once again the unbreakable and unimprovable
relation of these values to one another, showing
us the authentic love native to God’s existence. In
offering us a better grasp on God’s true character,
the sacrifi e of Jesus brings us to a clearer under-
standing of the kind of universe God rules through
an authentic framework of morality—the only one
that can engender and perpetuate peace.

Again, Christ’s death was necessary to protect
the values of God’s moral government. God could
not merely overlook sin when or wherever it
occurred, or summarily eliminate Satan and his
followers because He possesses the power to do it.
To forgive sin without punishing the sinner would
imply that God’s moral law may be trespassed with
impunity. Instead, sin’s punishment is death. Sin
separates from God (Isa. 59:1, 2). And because God
is the only source of life in and for the universe,
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death is the inescapable consequence of sin. When
insinuated doubt exploded into open defian e of
God, and violence resulted, the rebel and his
defeated hosts were expelled from heaven (Rev.
12:9). Violence—and eventual death—was the
necessary response in order to reestablish peace.
Gethsemane’s prayer, “My Father, if it is possible,
may this cup be taken from me” (Matt. 26:39, NIV),
shows the horror of the option Christ chose for the
sake of ending cosmic violence. That prayer also
shows the means by which harmony is restored
and functions in God’s universe: “Yet not as I will,
but as you will” (verse 39, NIV). Christ’s submission
to His Father’s will restores cosmic alignment
because by His act all who believe are delivered
from their perversity and restored to heavenly
harmony. At Calvary the Lamb of God took away
all the world’s sins, undid all creation’s misalign-
ments, and reconciled us to God (John 1:29, 36;
2 Cor. 5:20). It cost His life. But Calvary shows God
accepting that interruption within His fl w of
existence, taking the violence upon Himself,
because He valued our presence in His life more
than an uninterrupted eternal life deprived of us.

Death, for all its power, is a distortion. All of
God'’s creation, animate and inanimate, suffers
blight and loss: fl wers fade; birds fall out of the
sky; mothers and children die in childbirth; viruses
run, in pandemic rage, across the globe; war wreaks
destruction of human life and of the planet itself.
Originally, our trust was to sustain a caring role in
a symbiotic relationship with our environment:
we were “to work it and take care of it” (Gen. 2:15,
NIV). But by our sin, we and everything on earth
exist in frustration rather than peace (Rom. 8:22).

JOSHUA AND JESUS: REST AND PEACE RESTORED

God called Abram, later renamed Abraham, and
promised to bless the whole world through him:
“All peoples on earth will be blessed through you”
(Gen. 12:3, NIV). God’s program involved Abra-
ham’s descendants occupying the land of Canaan
(Gen. 15:4, 5). It would take a while, using God’s
winning strategy: patient time. God said, “For four
hundred years your descendants will be strangers
in a country not their own . .. enslaved and mis-
treated” (verse 13, NIV). When the time came,
Joshua, under the authority of the “Commander
of the army of the Lord” (Joshua 5:14), brought
God'’s army into the Land of Promise. By human

conquest and divine miracle, the land was liber-
ated from idolatrous occupation. Israel settled
into their Promised Land, divided between the 12
tribes. Bloodshed ceased, violence gave way to
peace in Canaan: “The land had rest from war”
(Joshua 14:15).

But then Israel ruined their own peace: “all the
elders of Israel” dictated to God’s appointed spir-
itual leader, Samuel, “Appoint a king to lead us,
such as all the other nations have” (1 Sam. 8:4, 5,
NIV). Distressed, he turned to God. God said, “It is
notyou they have rejected, but they have rejected
me” (verse 7, NIV). Th y didn’t get from Joshua the
rest God meant for them (Heb. 4:8). A millennium
after Joshua God sent news about another Joshua.’
A virgin will bear a son, “and you are to give him
the name Jesus, because he will save his people
from their sins” (Matt. 1:21, NIV). And so it was.
He came to save us, bringing us peace by bearing
our punishment (Isa. 53:5), so we may have peace
with God through Him (Rom. 5:1).

Revelation 21 and 22 conclude the Bible story
of our interrupted eternity: purifying fi e will burn
our present world to nothing in the grand fi ale
of the cosmic war between good and evil. The ,
on re-created earth, God will reign over all by
values that make eternity desirable. Those values
will become fi st nature to us as we continue to
be transformed into God’s image. We will learn to
live and reign together in peace, in a place of
unfathomable beauty. But as beautiful as our new
home will be, the most precious aspect is that we
will be able to enjoy it in peace. God’s cosmic land
will soon have rest from war. Forever. #

TIn their view, change either brought about something worse or
implied imperfection prior to the change, both unacceptable views of
the divinity.

2See Norman Gulley, Systematic Theology: God as Trinity (Berrien
Springs, Mich.: Andrews University Press, 2011), Vol. II, pp. 174-176.

3God'’s temporality, while biblical and central to His nature, is but one
of many aspects of His deity. There may well be multiple other dimen-
sions of existence not yet revealed to us or utterly incomprehensible at
this point. For the centrality of temporality to divine nature, see Gulley,
pp. 166-272; John C. Peckham, Theodicy of Love: Cosmic Conflict and the
Problem of Evil (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2018); and John C. Peck-
ham, Divine Attributes: Knowing the Covenantal God of Scripture (Grand
Rapids: Baker Academic, 2021).

“The Hebrew term satan, transliterated directly into English as the

name of God’s adversary, does literally mean “adversary.”
sJesus is the Greek rendering of the name Joshua, “Yahweh saves.”

AdelinaAlexe is a Ph.D. candidate and adjunct professor in
the Department of Theology and Christian Philosophy at the
Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary, Andrews Uni-
versity, Berrien Springs, Michigan.
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IS HELL

What do Adventists
believe about war
today? And in
previous times?

LAEL CAESAR
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most basic justifi ation for killing other human beings in war:

“I shot him dead because—because he was my foe, just so: my
foe of course he was; that’s clear enough; although .. ”* You kill
because the other is the enemy.

Thomas Hardy’s poem “The Man He Killed” confronts humans’

WAR IS IRONIC

The quiet simplicity of Hardy’s lines exposes the author’s profound
awareness of the imminent, collective, logical disaster humanity faces
with regard to war. Hardy knows the emotional, psychological and/
or other peril of probing beyond for some category that justifies killing
“the man he killed” The logician needs to responsibly label, accurately
identify, properly define this person as the enemy. For the poet has
no problem seeing himself and this “enemy” sitting down together
for fun. He'd be ready to lend this “enemy” half-a-crown? without
hesitation, or if the man merely suggested that he needed it. Hardy
shows that war is ironic. And worse.

WAR IS HELL

“War is hell,” others say, for the physical and moral abuse it inflict
on all and sundry. That three-word sentence has been many things:
a saying attributed to an American warrior, the name of a movie, the
title of more than one song. .. Also, a truth confi med myriad times
over, in the experience of those who have fought and won, as of those
who may never have been in the fighti g yet have lost everything.

And what do Adventists say about it? Well, it depends:

More than 150 years ago, at the birth-pangs of a denomination, the
third annual General Conference Session resolved that, allegiance to
Caesar notwithstanding, “we are compelled to decline all participation
in acts of war and bloodshed as being inconsistent with the duties
enjoined upon us by our divine Master toward our enemies and toward
all mankind.”® Two years later, this: “The bearing of arms, or engaging
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in war, is a direct violation of the teachings of our
Saviour and the spirit and letter of the law of God.
Yet we deem it our duty to yield respect to civil rulers,
and obedience to all such laws as do not conflic
with the word of God. In the carrying out of this
principle we render tribute, customs, reverence, etc”’
And the following year, this: “War was never justifi-
able except under the immediate direction of God,
who of right holds the lives of all creatures in his
hand; and that no such circumstance now appearing,
we cannot believe it to be right for the servants of
Christ to take up arms to destroy the lives of their
fellow men.”

Paul Anderson, a contributor to this issue, and
long-serving U.S. Navy and North American Division
chaplain, wrote this: “War . . . is antithetical to the
character and will of God” (see his “War and Advent-
ism” in this issue). Anderson also says this: “Adventism
embraces the beatitude of peace making. But the
imperative of peace must be multi-faceted, multi-dis-
ciplinary, and balanced, so that righteousness and
guilt are not attributed inappropriately” And an earlier
draft of his article spoke of his undergraduate research
into American military service as a path out of poverty
for African Americans. Years later Colin Powell would
become chair of the American military forces Joint
Chiefs of Staff. But college undergrad Anderson,
already saw that military service can move you out of
your zip code.

And while some ask whether food security and
economic considerations should feature in gospel
proclamation, we note a comment from Jan Paulsen,

immediate past General Conference president (Adven-
tist World, March 2008), on the multiple attractions of
amilitary career, including patriotism, education, pro-
fessional opportunities that may seem nowhere else
available. Hopeful youth may choose service “as a
much-needed stepping-stone to something else”; a
“necessary evil,” perhaps that they take “in order to
fulfill heir potential”

And Paulsen does confront his reader with the ulti-
mate question. For whatever your motivation, whether
economics or education, patriotism or career pursuit,
upward social mobility and leaving your zip code,
voluntary enlistment denies you the opportunity to
stand for what our pioneers stood for, the command-
ments of God—Thou shalt not kill—and the faith of
Jesus—Love your enemies. The military is a difficult
place to apply those convictions.

Contributors to this issue that looks at Adventist
Christianity and war are highly credible voices. Their
perspectives vary, but their anchorage is strong and not
peculiar. Referencing Anderson testifies: “The e were
many faith-filled believers with whom I served and for
whom I ministered”’

Our editorial prayer is that the faith of many grow
stronger both because we undertook, and because
of how we undertook, this issue.

Thttps://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44329/the-man-he-killed

2 A British coin that used to be worth 2% shillings.

3These three quotes are from General Conference Session minutes,
May 17, 1865; May 14, 1867; and May 14, 1868.

Lael Caesar is an associate editor of the Adventist Review.
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Is it a sin to serve?
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PAUL ANDERSON

ar, whether internecine or international, is antithetical to the
character and will of God. War ripped the atmosphere of
heaven. It disrupted the ethos of eternity.

WAR IS EVIL
God'’s garden gift, the Edenic enclave, became marred by sin.
Humanity’s second generation was indelibly scarred by a
murder instigated by insolence and defian e. Ensuing generations have
been marred by the sins of avarice, greed, and contempt that always
undergird warfare.

Thenature of divinity is to love, create, and harmonize human diversity
into an equitable symphony of brotherhood. War, on the other hand, is
the divisive, destructive, and cacophonous amplifi ation of the jangling
discords of the fallen nature of humanity.

War is the ultimate expression of failed politics. Because war is anti-
thetical to the character and will of God and because war is the fruit of
failed civility and diplomacy, believers have navigated ethical conundrums
about how to align their faith and their earthly allegiances.

War should be seen as the epitome of evil. How then do believers and
righteous people relate to the prospect of war, whether at their country’s
initiative or when violated by others? What is the Christian’s right response
to conscription and deployment into combat?

Adventists have historically held that if called/forced to serve in the
military of their countries, Adventists should opt, if possible, for non-
combatant roles.

THE CHURCH HAS VARIED

During the American Civil War Ellen White “was shown that God’s people
...cannot engage in this perplexing war, for it is opposed to every principle
of their faith”*

An 1865 church statement regarding military service concluded as
follows: “We are compelled to decline all participation in acts of war and
bloodshed as being inconsistent with the duties enjoined upon us by our
divine Master toward our enemies and toward all mankind.”? Pursuant to
this position, church members who served were disfellowshipped.?

Remarkably, though, Adventism’s fi st known professional chaplain was
Civil War veteran Lycurgus McCoy, recommended to Dr. Kellogg by Ellen
White as chaplain for the Battle Creek sanitarium.*
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Inevitably, Adventist young people will be
included either volitionally, or as conscripts.

The 1865 posture persisted globally until, in
World War I, a perspective of patriotism took hold.
Perhaps for pragmatic, survival reasons, the
church in Germany and Russia shifted to support
of combatancy. The perspective persists in non-
neutral nations of the European theater.

After the Korean War, in 1954, the church in
General Conference session voted—with a patently
American perspective, a reaffirmation of our ear-
lier resistance to war, and our commitment to
noncombatant service, if conscripted.®

Thisofficial position, contextually applied, saw
European and Asian members maintaining a more
patriotic perspective, given their recent history of
mandatory service for males. Survival in a politi-
cally volatile world was the ethos of the era. A
1972 revision explained that the individual mem-
ber remained “free to assess the situation for
himself”® Arms bearing was a matter of individual
conscience.

THE BIBLE REPORTS WAR HEROES

Adventism embraces the beatitude of peace-
making. But the imperative of peace must be
multifaceted, multidisciplinary, and balanced, so
that righteousness and guilt are not attributed
inappropriately. Enlightened individuals are to
make cogent, contextual application of the Bible,
Ellen White commentary, and other objective
factors. Ellen White’s exposition on Abraham’s
military engagement (Gen. 14:13ff.) represents
his fighte s as “men trained in the fear of God, in
the service of their master, and in the practice of
arms.” She notes that in victory, “the worshiper of
Jehovah had not only rendered a great service to
the country, but had proved himself a man of valor.
It was seen that righteousness is not cowardice
and that Abraham’s religion made him courageous
in maintaining the right and defending the
oppressed. His heroic act gave him a widespread
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influen e among the surrounding tribes.”’

Abraham demonstrates how a committed
believer living in dynamic relationship with God
can be a military warrior. Abraham loved peace;
Abraham was mission-focused; but Abraham also
had a standing army, 318 men valorous in combat
because they were prepared physically, spiritually,
and emotionally. Sometimes good, peace-prefer-
ring people have to forcefully stand for right.

Indeed, the moniker of “infide ” (1 Tim. 5:8, KJV)
may find appropriate ethical application to those
who, in times of exigent peril, stand idly by as evil
rampages around them. Parental obligation to
provide for the family includes food, clothing,
housing, identity and security. And the Spirit
sternly admonishes that those who fail to provide,
“especially for their own household” (verse 8, NIV),
are worse than the unbeliever.

In Judges 4 the story of military triumph for
God conspicuously involves two women: prophet
Deborah and host Jael. First Deborah, under divine
authority, summons the warrior Barak to lead
God’s hosts to victory (Judges 4:6, 7). When he
responds, she has to tell him that because of his
cowardice, “he Lord will deliver Sisera into the
hands of a woman” (verse 9, NIV).

Deborah, God's oracle for that era, in clarion and
specific tones pronounced the battle call of God’s
judgment:. she tells Barak, “The Lord, the God of
Israel, commands you” (verse 6, NIV). At the end a
song of supernatural inspiration follows Jael's assas-
sination of the despotic general Sisera. “Most blessed
of women be Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, most
blessed of tent-dwelling women” (Judges 5:24, NIV).

God’s hero warriors may be male, female, or
foreign: Syrian general Naaman becomes con-
verted based upon a miraculous cure from leprosy.
Before leaving Israel, the location, and Elisha, the
agent of his healing, Naaman confesses a spiritual
conundrum to the prophet. His portfolio includes
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accompanying the king as he worships. Recogniz-
ing the futility of idol worship, he asks Elisha for
guidance and/or absolution. The prophet simply
says, “Go in peace” (2 Kings 5:19)—no comment
on either his military status or his idolatrous
participation. Ellen White posits that the light of
God'’s grace shines even—maybe especially—upon
people who, fl wed religion notwithstanding, are
sincere in their trust and reliance upon God: “Cen-
turies after Naaman returned to his Syrian home,
healed in body and converted in spirit, his won-
derful faith was referred to and commended by
the Savior as an object lesson for all who claim to
serve God. ... God passed over the many lepers
inIsrael because their unbelief closed the door of
good to them. A heathen nobleman who had been
true to his convictions of right, and who felt his
need of help, was in the sight of God more worthy
of His blessing than were the afflicte in Israel
who had slighted and despised their God-given
privileges. God works for those who appreciate
His favors and respond to the light given them
from heaven.”® Naaman’s job did not detract from
the divine approbation of his character and ser-
vice. In God’s eyes, and Christ’s voice, we hear no
condemnation for military service and those who
judiciously bear arms. At least there is none here.
In my own military service, neither my years as
a combatant nor those as a noncombatant chaplain
compromised my faith or witness. In fact, the con-
verse is true. There were many faith-filled believers
with whom I served and for whom I ministered.

ACM

Adventist Chaplaincy Ministries (ACM) is the
departmental arm of the church, in every division
and at the General Conference, that serves as
advocate, supporter, and fi st responder for Adven-
tists serving in the military. Bibles, other spiritual
literature, availability to counsel, and occasionally
supportive interventions in matters of religious
liberty, is our stock in trade. ACM supports mem-
bers at local bases where there is no Adventist
chaplain, by endorsing lay leaders from local
churches. These lay leaders can facilitate Adven-
tist-specific worship services on bases and during
field ope ations or deployments.

Currently there are about 120 Adventist chaplains
serving in the U.S. military. The Department of
Defense estimates that there are about 5,000 Adven-

tists serving on active duty. All of them are valuable
to the church. Most are serving admirably.

In 2021 one of ours was promoted to the rank
of brigadier general in the Army Chaplain Corps.
Recently the Army selected an Adventist sergeant
major to lead the cadre of chaplains’ assistants
and promoted another Adventist to the rank of
colonel. The e are faithfully serving Adventist
pilots, doctors, nurses, lawyers, mechanics, special
operators, and administrators. In Malawi, Zambia,
Australia, Israel, and many other countries, includ-
ing Ukraine and Russia, Adventist members serve
and lead. Military service may not be for all. But
those who are called and anointed for it deserve
the church’s solace and support.

As we move into the future, fi mly focused on
biblical eschatology, we can expect wars, rumors
of wars, and military conflict . Inevitably, Adven-
tist young people will be included either volition-
ally or as conscripts. In Ukraine males between
16 and 60 have been conscripted for national
defense. Adventists were also likely conscripted
into the Russian army.

Our church, globally, in light of our beliefs,
should act and invest proactively to establish
centers of influen e near major military installa-
tions and academic campuses. We can and should
establish spiritual citadels where the bright hue
of balanced Christian Adventism can shine. We
need representative places where our army of
youth, rightly trained, can continue to be properly
encouraged and directed while they study and
serve God and country according to the dictates
of their well-informed consciences.

‘Ellen G. White, “The Rebellion,” Testimonies for the Church (Mountain
View, Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1948), vol. 1, p. 361.

2Douglas Morgan, “The Beginnings of a Peace Church: Eschatology,
Ethics, and Expedience in Seventh-day Adventist Responses to the Civil
War,” Andrews University Seminary Studies 45, no. 1(Spring 2007): 36.

3Ron Graybill, “The Perplexing War: Why Adventists Avoided Military
Service in the Civil War,” Insight, Oct. 10, 1978, pp. 4-8.

“A. B. Olsen, Lycurgus McCoy obituary, Advent Review and Sabbath
Herald, Aug. 6,1925.

SMinutes of the General Conference Session, 1954.

Shttps://sabbathsermons.com/2010/07/23/the-adventist-church-and-
war/, accessed Nov. 17, 2021.

’Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets (Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific
Press Pub. Assn., 1890, 1908), p. 135.

8Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings (Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific Press
Pub. Assn., 1917), p. 252.

Paul Anderson recently retired from service as director of
chaplaincy of the North American Division of Seventh-day
Adventists, Columbia, Maryland.
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BAADER-MEINHOF
AND THE PROVIDENCES
OF GOD

n the late 1970s I had lived at Kibbutz
IGadot, in Israel. A young German, a

Gentile, lived there as well. His anom-
alous presence created an unspoken
tension. I remember one kibbutznik
woman asking, “What is he doing here?”
Surely some form of atonement for his
nation’s Nazi crimes oz, perhaps, even his
own family’s? I never asked.

Some workers had nicknamed him
“Baader-Meinhof,” after a radical Com-
munist group, the Red Army, who,
through bombing, bank robbery, and
kidnapping, terrorized Germany in the
1960s and 1970s. The two leaders,
Andreas Baader and Ulrike Meinhof, had
committed suicide in jail, and the move-
ment fell apart. Some theorize that, guilty
about the past, and Germany’s by-then
“economic miracle,” these children of the
Nazi generation responded in different
ways: some committed terrorism; others
worked on kibbutzim in Israel.

The German on the kibbutz also had
tattoos all over his arms and hands. Back
then tattoos were not like today, as com-
mon as COVID-19. Th y were deemed
radical, and for that reason, along with
his being a German and of the same age
as the terrorists, he got the “Baader-Mein-
hof” appellation.

I didn’t like Baader-Meinhof. It had
nothing to do with his being German (if
anything, I could respect him for what
he was doing). It was just a personality
clash. I didn't like him, and, from what I
could sense, he didn't like me. For the
most part, we had nothing to do with
each other.

Flash ahead a year. I had left Israel,
hitchhiked through Europe, and then
returned. Wanting another kibbutz to
live on, Ifi sthad to get to a main office,
in Tel Aviv, and get assigned.

On a bus in the city, and lost, whom do
I see but, yes, Baader-Meinhof. He knew
where I'had to go, and he stayed with me,
past his stop, in order to make sure I got
off at the right place. Not only did he get
off with me—he all but walked me to the
office itself. We shook hands,
and I never saw him again.

What blazes in my mem-
ory is just how unabashedly
glad he was to have seen,
and then to have helped, me.
He oozed gladness at being
able to have assisted. Even
now, more than 40 years
later, I remember it very
endearingly.

But there’s more. Only
because of his help did I end
up meeting someone right
away—and under bizarre cir-
cumstances that most peo-
ple find hard to believe—who
played a crucial role in my coming to
Christ. Had Baader-Meinhof not stopped
to help, you might not be reading these
words, because I might not have written
them.

I gave up long ago trying to figu e out
how God does what He does, or at times
why. But how astonishing that, in His
providence, He would use someone, per-
haps the child of a Nazi, to help get me
just where I needed to be in order to have
an experience that helped lead me to
Jesus.

Go figu e.f
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CHRISTIAW
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We can't afford to forget:
we're all soldiers. ;
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SHANNON CRAWFORD

on a dotted line, stating that I, Shannon Lamar Crawford, would serve
in the United States military for eight years. Despite the uncertainty
L of the future, I held on to the fact that the “Lord shall be [my] confiden e
ﬂly B lhl\ and should keep [my] foot from being taken” (Prov. 3:26, KJV). After all, I
was doing this because I believed that God had encouraged me to join
the military.

There I was, at a military entrance processing center (MEPS), signing

GOD AND GUIDANCE?

I accepted Christ as my Savior when I was 15 years old. It was a very
personal and mind-blowing experience. I credit that to my father, who
constantly emphasized to me the importance of studying my Bible, and
my mother, who encouraged me to study and learn more about my
Adventist faith. One day as I was reading The Great Controversy, by Ellen
White, my eyes were opened: there’s a big spiritual war going on in this
world, and we are caught in the midst; every world event happens against
the background of this great battle; every decision we make places us on
God’s or Satan’s side; Satan is a formidable foe.

Every facet of the Adventist message began to make sense: we're all
part of the remnant church of Bible prophecy; God has given us a message
to preach; more important, I need a Savior; I need Jesus.

I remember falling to my knees, and with a heart of surrender I gave
myself over to Jesus. I wanted to be on His side in this great struggle. I
wanted to be in His army:.

Joining the U.S. Army was a tad too far. Yet here I was, May 12, 2011,
enlisting in the United States Army Reserve, fully trusting that wherever
I went, the presence of the Lord would go with me. Why? Because I was
following His will, not mine.
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If | could not stand for God now,

how would | when it mattered the most?

People ask all the time: “How do you know God
wanted you to join the military? How could you
be so sure?” I know because of how God’s provi-
dence has cared for me. I graduated from basic
training in December of 2011. Months later, June
2012, my father passed from a stroke. And where’s
the providence in that? My father had been pro-
viding for me on his own since I was 12 years old.
During that time, because I was always directed
to focus on academics, I did not have any employ-
ment or any savings. Joining the military provided
me not only with an income but a solid foundation
in learning how to be a responsible adult. If I had
not joined the military a year earlier, I would not
have been able to take care of myself, handle his
affai s, and be able to continue handling the
fi ances of our home after my father had died. It
pays to pay attention to the Lord’s guidance. He
sees the end before the beginning, and knows
exactly what we need before we do.

SERVICE AND FAITH

One of the conflicts for a Christian in the armed
services is, of course, being faced with war. Our
training centered on war. Our doctrine centered
on war. We trained to shoot. We trained to figh .
We trained to win. War seemed to be the mindset
of all of my fellow recruits. I remember one trainee
saying, “I can't wait to graduate so I can kill” That
was very disturbing to me. Christ says in John
10:10 that He came that humanity may have life
and have it more abundantly. I struggled with the
idea of where my Army career would take me.
What if I were placed in a war zone? What if I had
to take someone’s life? Because to me, I wouldn’t
just be taking someone’s life: I could very well be
taking someone’s fi al chance at salvation. That
would be unbearable.

My faith is what sustained me during basic
combat training. Every day was grueling. Every
physical, mental, and emotional faculty was being
taxed to the limit. God was the secret source of
my strength. Whenever the days got hard or the
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stress of the day became unbearable, I would turn
to the Lord for His help. Every morning and eve-
ning I would kneel beside my bunk and pray to
the Lord for His guidance and strength and to give
thanks for His protection. And every night before
I went to bed, I would open my small Bible, one
of the few possessions I was able to have, and
make sure that I fed on the Words of Life. I was
determined not to let my environment determine
my level of spirituality. Other recruits quickly took
notice of the fealty I had to my faith. Many would
ask questions regarding my commitment to the
God of the Bible, and I would provide answers as
best as I could. Little did I know that this would
be the aspect of my character that would continue
throughout my Army career.

I believe that as Christians we are to be an exam-
ple whenever and wherever we are. I realized that
not only am I representing myself in this Army
environment, but I am representing God as well.
The efore, when it was time for duty, I was always
ready. I didn’t seek to shirk responsibility, but held
myself accountable to everyone. In times of dis-
couragement I sought to be the encouraging voice,
motivating my colleagues to keep pressing forward.
If others sought to engage me in something that
was in conflict with my faith, I would politely
decline. Th s would gradually awaken people’s
curiosity and lead them to ask questions about my
reasonings for living life the way I did. Thiswould
eventually lead to discussions about my faith.

Now, to be clear, I never began these conversa-
tions. That was contrary to Army policy. People,
however, would simply look at my life, my speech,
my work ethic, and ask, “Are you a Christian?”
When I'd answer “Yes,” the conversation would
move from there. I realize that Christ’s method
truly does work. Christ was a person of relation-
ships. He mingled with people. I found that people
were willing to hear your perspective when you
had a relationship with them. One of these inter-
actions actually bore fruit.

I was recommended to prepare for next-level
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Army leadership, and enrolled in the appropriate
training camp. I was there to study war, but every
night before bed I would pull out my Bible and read.
I made many friends during that time. One day as
we were out training, someone I'll call Brad asked
if he could talk to me about something that night.

That night we sat outside our barracks, and Brad
told me about his life, his wrong decisions, the
mistakes he'd made: something was missing from
his life. When he noticed me reading the Bible, he
knew that that was what he needed. He needed a
relationship with God. But he did not know how.
I told him about the God who loves us, and died
on the cross to save us. We had a long conversation
that night. Brad decided to give his life to Jesus. I
gave him a little green spare Bible that I had so
that he could continue to read and learn about God
on his own. We kept in contact on and off, and he
would always thank me for helping him that night.
He actually sent me a gift to show his apprecia-
tion—a huge ornate family Bible. When I reached
out to him about it, he said that he just wanted to
thank me for the gift that I had given Him. He
found such reassurance in knowing that Jesus was
watching over him and would be with Him always.
Last I talked with him, he told me that he still had
that green Bible with him.

CONSCIENCE AND COMPROMISE

Sadly, I did have moments of compromise while
in the military. To be fully committed to my reli-
gious beliefs meant going against the grain. Train-
ing days always occurred on the Sabbath. I tried
to take a stand for the Sabbath from the beginning.
I'was told that if I missed days of training, I would
not meet the requirements for graduation, would
be held back, and not be able to go home. I ratio-
nalized with myself that the requirement was
compatible with my faith because I was serving
my country. But as I continued to grow in faith, I
became more uncomfortable about not taking a
stand for Christ. With six months remaining on
my Army contract, I reached a point where my
conscience could be silent no longer. I thought
long and hard. All I had to do was wait it out
another six months. But the thought gave me no
relief as I thought about God’s faithfulness to me
throughout my entire time in service. If I could
not stand for God now, how would I when it mat-
tered the most?

I'prayed for strength and courage. I had attempted
to stand before and had failed, but this time my
heart was committed. I requested a one-on-one
meeting with my officer, and I laid out before him
my religious convictions. He listened intently. He
knew that I was a man of faith, and even though
he wasn'’t, he respected me and my views. He
decided that even though I would still have to
report to duty, on Saturdays I could do Sab-
bath-compatible work. I decided to work with our
unit chaplain. That way I could fulfill my service
while honoring my God. We took the matter to our
new unit commandet, who had no objections. He
had seen my devotion to my faith, and was willing
to allow me to work with our unit chaplain on
Saturdays. This gave me the opportunity to minister
to other soldiers’ needs and to pray for them and
with them.

CONVICTIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

Being a Christian in the military is hard. Serving
in the military as an Adventist Christian, I believe,
is even harder. But I wouldn’t trade the experience
for anything. The valuesIlearned from the military
aren't too different from the values of my faith. In
the military I learned about loyalty, duty, respect,
selfless service, honor, integrity, and personal cour-
age. These values are held as the standard for any
soldier. It is the same for the Christian. Christ asks
for our loyalty to Him and to His Word. Christ has
given us a duty to spread His gospel of salvation
throughout the world. He teaches us to respect and
love each other even when we disagree. Following
His life of selfless service, we find ways to help others
more than ourselves. His grace enables us to live
lives of honor, honesty, and integrity, and always
keep our word. It takes courage to be a good soldier.
It takes courage to live for God. It takes courage to
stand for God. It takes courage to tell others about
God, but the dividends are eternal.

My country needs me. God also needs me in
His army, displaying His values and wielding the
spiritual weapons He has given for “pulling down
strongholds” of the enemy (2 Cor. 10:4).

His war against deeply and highly established
spiritual forces (Eph. 6:12) needs the best soldiers
He can have. I'm enlisted. Are you?

Shannon Crawford is associate pastor of the New Covenant
Adventist Church in Memphis, Tennessee. He served eight
years in the military.
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WHEN TEARS
BECOME LENSES

God plants within our hearts the
urge to seek Him, as Mary did.

JOHN MCVAY

the darkness of the night. It is also a new week. However one

might feel about the treacheries and woes of the week past, it
is past. It is time to pick up the pieces and move on. Surely this
new week promises better things.

But it is not just a fresh day or a new week; it is a new age. A
new era has dawned. In a few scattered pieces of abandoned
weaponry one might read it. In the fractured remnants of a Roman
seal one might deduce it. And in the absence of His body and the
presence of His graveclothes, one might perceive it. But the pain
of the past week is so profound, it is a tortured pilgrimage to join
the joy of this new epoch.

The e had been others at the tomb. Th y came because she
called them. And they left. Of them John's story records, “Th
disciples returned to their homes” (John 20:10).! Th y had visited
the tomb. After all, graveyards are appropriate venues for visits.
Avisit to the grave of aloved one isfitti g. A tear shed, a memory
recalled, pain renewed. But we would wonder about one who
takes up residence there. Only mad people live among the tombs.

Their eyes take in what evidence their hearts can process. ..
and considerably more. Th y take mental note of the surround-
ings, trying to make sense of it all. Like the clever detective
Hercule Poirot, they come to visit the scene, to sort the evidence,
to set their “gray cells” working. But then they go, leaving behind
one whose tear ducts are working: “The the disciples returned
to their homes. But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb” (verses
10, 11). In a way that no one else does, Mary “endured with Jesus
the very bleakest hours of world history.”?

I tis a new day. Thelight of the morning sun has pierced through

PURSUING THE PURSUER
To appreciate this story fully, we must remind ourselves of a
facet of Christian theology, one treated by A. W. Tozer in his little
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In the inspiration of that encounter, she hecomes the apostle
to the apostles, the first preacher of the resurrected Christ.

book The Pursuit of God. He titles the fi st chapter
“Following Hard After God”:

“We pursue God because, and only because, He
hasfi st putan urge within us that spurs us to the
pursuit. No man can come to me,’ said our Lord,
‘except the Father which hath sent me draw him,’
and it is by this . .. drawing that God takes from
us every vestige of credit for the act of coming.
The impulse to pursue God originates with God,
but the outworking of that impulse is our follow-
ing hard after Him; and all the time we are pursu-
ing...we are already in the divine hand....

“In this divine search and human ‘following’
there is no contradiction. All is of God, for...God
is always previous. In practice, however, . . . [we]
must pursue God. On our part there must be pos-
itive reciprocation if this secret drawing of God is
to yield a real experience of the Divine. In the
warm language of . . . the forty-second psalm: ‘As
the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth
my soul after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for
God, for the living God: when shall I come and
appear before God?’ Thisis deep calling unto deep,
and the longing heart will understand it.

“Acute desire must be present or there will be
no manifestation of Christ to His people. He waits
to be wanted.”?

God plants within our hearts the urge to seek
Him. And the Divine One waits for the response,
waiting for us to follow hard after Him, to seek
that we might fin . Something truly remarkable
happens when the seeking God is met by a search-
ing person. When the heart of God intersects with
a human heart, a heart that longs for the Creator
of its desire, profound things occur. Once we have
understood this, we are equipped to grapple with
Mary’s story.

The others leave. Mary stays, weeping, by the
tomb. Why? Surely because she loves Jesus. Thiswas
the last place she had glimpsed her dead Lord. Th
tomb is empty, butitis His tomb. It is all she has—her
only connection to Jesus. She has come to minister
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to her Lord in death. And to add loss to tragic loss,
she cannot locate His lacerated form. Her love for
Jesus is evidenced by her watch at the tomb.

GRAVEYARD ENCOUNTERS

Still weeping, Mary bends down to look into
the sepulcher. And she sees “two angels in white,
sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying,
one at the head and the other at the feet” (John
20:12). These two cannot be mistaken, appearing
as they do in heavenly garb and celestial form.
Divine sentinels sent from heaven’s courts, they
do not so much bear a message as they are one.
Th y are evidence that God is at work here. Grave
robbers cannot explain their presence. Thisis an
invasion of God’s power.

Th y ask Mary, “Why are you weeping?” (verse
13). She does not seem to mistake them as mem-
bers of the cemetery staff, implicating them in the
disappearance of her Lord. She replies, “Th y have
taken away my Lord, and I do not know where
they have laid him” (verse 13). So focused is she
on her quest to locate the body of her dead Lord
that she virtually ignores two angels.

Perhaps it is a little like sending someone to pur-
chase your favorite ice cream. Let’s say you send for
Breyer’s Natural Vanilla, and your shopper returns
instead with a generic brand of vanilla ice milk.
When you have your taste buds set for your favorite,
anythingless is a disappointment. Mary is on a quest
to find Jesus, and not even angels will do. For Mary
itisas though they are not even there, as if they have
not appeared at all. Mary’s single-minded love for
Jesusisreflectedi her disregard for angels.

As Mary talks with the angels, she becomes
aware of the presence of another. So she turns
from the empty tomb. And through her tears she
sees a man. Her perceptions track on her hopes.
And just now she has no hope of seeing her risen
Lord. Just now her greatest hope is to find some-
one who knows where Jesus’ corpse is. In the
form before her she sees the gardener, one who
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may well possess this crucial knowledge.

She hears His questions and makes them fit her
perceptions. True, the fi st query seems a bit per-
sonal for a gardener: “Woman, why are you weep-
ing?” But, after all, she is weeping. The next is just
the sort of question you might expect from a
gardener: “Whom are you looking for?”

“Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to
him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me
where you have laid him, and I will take him
away’” (verse 15)

What do you think Mary means by this offer, to
“take him away”? Mary is a woman of some infl -
ence and means. Luke describes how she helps to
underwrite the expenses of Jesus and His disciples
(Luke 8:1-3). So Mary is a patron of Jesus. When
Mary says to one she believes to be the gardener,
“Please, just tell me where He is, and I'll take Him
away,” she may be saying, “I have the resources. I
will see that His body is cared for”

But perhaps Mary means something else by vol-
unteering to “take Him away,” something more
spontaneous. John has already told his readers that
Nicodemus brought to the burial of Jesus a mixture
of myrrh and aloes, weighing about 100 pounds,
and that they wrapped these spices within linen
cloths (John 10:39, 40). So to the body weight of
Jesus you must add the heavy spices and the linen
cloths contributed by Nicodemus. Perhaps Mary
impulsively promises to remove the body of Jesus
herself. If so, either Mary was a very hefty woman
or, more likely, her profound love for Jesus leads her
to promise something she cannot do.

Mary loves Jesus. She stays by His tomb, weeping;
she disregards angels in her quest to minister to His
crushed form; she promises to take His body away,
something she cannot accomplish. “Acute desire
must be present or there will be no manifestation
of Christ to His people. He waits to be wanted.”

“Jesus said to her, ‘Mary! She turned and said to
him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni! (which means Teacher)”
(John 20:16). The resonance of her own name in her
ears clears the mist in her eyes. Her tears prove
lenses for a clear vision of the risen Christ. She is
able to do more than look through the tears; she
sees through them and beholds her risen Lord.

WHAT IT MEANS
Many of Jesus’ prior promises in John's Gospel
find concentrated, joyful fulfillment in this touching

moment. Describing Himself as the Good Shepherd,
Jesus had said that “the sheep hear his voice” and
“he calls his own sheep by name.” And when He
has called them by name, they will “follow him
because they know his voice” (John 10:3, 4). He had
promised, “I will not leave you orphaned; I am
comingtoyou....You will see me” (John 14:18, 19).
Jesus had prophesied that His followers would
experience the pain of His loss, but that “your pain
will turn into joy” (John 16:20).

For Mary, each of these promises becomes mar-
velously true in her garden-scented encounter
with the risen Christ, framed against the portal of
an open tomb. And in the inspiration of that
encounter, she becomes the apostle to the apos-
tles, the fi st preacher of the resurrected Christ.

Mary Magdalene seems like such a poor choice
for this role. If heaven is interested in the message
of Christ’s resurrection having influen e and cred-
ibility, why Mary? Why in a man’s world choose
awoman? Why choose someone with such a past?
Why choose someone with a history of mental
disorder? Why choose one who had been
demon-possessed? Why pick Mary Magdalene?
Because “acute desire must be present or there
will be no manifestation of Christ to His people.
He waits to be wanted.”

If Mary could seek so earnestly for One whose
lips she thought to be sealed and tongue silenced,
can I not search as vigorously for One whose voice
speaks in Spirit and in Word?

If Mary could be so loyal to an executed criminal
upon whom had been heaped all the civil and reli-
gious hatred her society could mustet, can I not be
as loyal to One upon whom has been conferred all
the splendor and reverence the universe has to offer?

If Mary could be so enamored with a dead Jesus,
can I not treasure the living one? /

Bible quotations in this article are from the New Revised Standard
Version.

2Richard Bauckham and Trevor Hart, At the Cross: Meditations on Peo-
ple Who Were There (Downers Grove, IlL.: InterVarsity, 1999), pp. 90, 91.

3A. W. Tozer, The Pursuit of God (Harrisburg, Pa.: Christian Publications,
Inc., 1948), pp. 11,12, 17. | have adapted the quotation slightly.

This article was published in the Adventist Review in April
2004. At the time of writing, John McVay was dean of the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Theological Seminary at Andrews Univer-
sity in Berrien Springs, Michigan. He now serves as president
of Walla Walla University. This was included as part of our pre-
mium online content. To read more articles like this, subscribe
at www.adventistreview.org.
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The ollowing letter written
in 1921 expresses to the
president of the United
States the sentiments and

convictions of Adventist
leadership. Thel aders
describe how totally
committed patriotism
may honor both the God
of heaven and the powers
of earth to which we are
subject, in keeping with
Jesus’ equation on God and
country as stated in Matthew
22:21 and Luke 20:25.

ADDRESS TO PRESIDENT HARDING

To His Excellency,
Warren G. Harding,
President of the United States:

Theleading official representatives of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
in the United States, assembled in annual conference at Minneapolis, Minn.,
Oct. 12-26, 1921, beg leave to submit to you the following address:

We desire to express to you our hearty accord with the commendable
efforts now being put forth under your leadership in behalf of international
peace and tranquility. In these days of world-wide distress and confusion,
itis most gratifying to hear the voice of our Chief Magistrate striking a clear
note of hope and courage, and to witness the exercise of his high office in
behalf of international amity and pacifi ation. Civil government is ordained
of God (Rom. 13:1), and those occupying positions of authority in the state
are justly entitled to that respect and loyalty which belong to those who
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serve as the “ministers of God” for the proper
regulation of the social order. This respect and
loyalty we sincerely entertain for the head of our
great Republic and for those associated with him
in the executive, legislative, and judicial branches
of our Government.

As Seventh-day Adventists, in common with
other religious bodies, we strongly favor a limita-
tion of armaments, and if it were possible in the
present state of society, we would favor the abo-
lition of all war among the nations of men. We are
forced to this view by the very logic of our belief
in Him who is the Prince of Peace, and of our
experience as subjects of His kingdom.

Th oughout their history, Seventh-day Adven-
tists have been consistently and uncompromis-
ingly loyal to the great principles of civil and
religious liberty—principles which constitute the
very foundation of our Government and the bul-
wark of our democracy.

Sincerely believing in the words of the Saviour,
that they should render “unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar’s, and unto God the things that
are God’s,” they regard as sacred and inviolable
their duty to civil government in every function
of its exercise wherein such exercise does not
conflict with the plain requirements of the law of
God and the principles of the gospel of Christ.

Theunderstanding of the teachings of the gospel
which Seventh-day Adventists entertain has not
permitted them throughout their history as a
church in this country to bear arms. Th y believe
that the teachings of Christ are opposed to war,
and that their design is to promote peace and good
will among all who dwell upon the earth. Sev-
enth-day Adventists, therefore, are noncombatant
in faith and practice. Both in the Civil War and in
the recent World War, they were recognized by
our Government as noncombatants, and were
accorded the rights and privileges, exemptions
and immunities, which the Government graciously
provided for those holding noncombatant views
as a matter of conscience. Members of our
churches called to service were assigned to non-
combatant duty, and in such labor thousands of
our young men rendered faithful and loyal service
to their country and to their fellow men.

Holding these noncombatant principles, we
note with particular interest your successful
efforts to secure an international conference for
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This letter appeared in the December 8,
1921, Advent Review and Sabbath Herald.

the discussion of the limitation of armaments. We
heartily commend the wise statesmanship and
humane sentiment which prompt this laudable
action. We are well aware that as war springs from
the selfi hness of men, the perfectideal of abiding
peace can never be realized in this present world.
Only as the hearts of individual men and women
are changed by Christ’s grace will the nations of
earth submit to the principles of right and righ-
teousness. But while we may not hope to realize
the full fruition of our strivings, the mitigation of
the evils of war in any measure is well worth the
effort, and should have the consistent support of
every lover of peace.

We are therefore encouraging our people
devoutly to pray for your personal guidance, and
for the guidance of those assembled in the Con-
ference for the Limitation of Armaments, that the
great Ruler of nations may further the cause of
international peace, to the end that future war and
bloodshed, with all their attendant and conse-
quent horrors, may be averted, and that the vast
sums spent for armaments of war may be devoted
to the amelioration of human woe and to the
advancement of peaceful pursuits.

A. G. DANIELLS, President

W. T. KNOX, Treasurer

J. L. SHAW, Secretary
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THE BINARY THAT
TURNED MY WORLD
UPSIDE DOWN

ometimes you hear a concept or see
San image that completely turns your

world upside down. Such was the case
with a graphic I saw back in 2016 that
compared two ways of “doing” church.

Most of Christendom does it the fi st
way, which some have called the “attrac-
tional” model. In this understanding,
church is essentially a program or event
we put on in a building, and then we try
to attract people to that place for the pro-
gram or event. Picture in your mind a
church building with arrows pointing
into the building, with all of church life
revolving around the programming that
takes place there—and most people serv-
ing as spectators while others deliver
ministry to them.

The second way, which some refer to
as the “missional” model, views church
not as a program or a building, but as a
people. It's God’s family, sent out into the
world to live out the gospel in everyday
life. In that sense, church happens when-
ever and wherever God’s people are—and
their main objective is not to figu e out
ways to get others to come back to a spe-
cific building to attend a specific pro-
gram, but to enter into life with those
people, serving and blessing them as the
hands and feet of Jesus. In this model,
picture a group of people with arrows
pointing out into the world.

Th s distinction, of course, is a bit sim-
plistic, and some have noted that this
attractional/missional binary is sort ofa
false dichotomy:. I certainly get that. But
the fi st time I heard about this binary
and saw a specific graphic illustrating it,
it was a lightbulb moment for me—one
of the most signifi ant crossroads of my
life. It completely altered my trajectory—

both personally and professionally.

My wife, children, and I started spend-
ing lots of time with people outside the
four walls of our church building, sharing
life with those who either didn't know
Jesus or didn't know our particular under-
standing of Him. We began having our
neighbors over for dinner and attending
parties with new non-religious friends.
In this we were simply following the
method of Jesus, who was often accused
of being a “glutton and a
drunkard” (Matt. 11:19, NIV)
because of the company He
kept.

We were, in short, taking
seriously the claim of Ellen
White, who declared that
“Christ’'s method alone” of
mingling with others and
winning their confidence
would bring “true success” in
reaching people.*

Theupshot is that the past
six years have easily been
the best six years of my life.
Our church has also caught
the vision; and although we
haven’t grown by the thousands, there’s
a palpable difference within our church
family, both in numbers and in spirit.
Either way, we feel constrained to enter
into others’ lives to bless and serve them,
whether or not they ever join our team.

So my invitation to you is to capture
the vision—to see the binary. God wants
us—all of us—to be salt, sent out into the
world to serve and bless it, bringing
church to others regardless of whether
they ever show up to our building on
Sabbath morning. /

*Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing (Mountain View,
Calif.: Pacific Press Pub. Assn., 1905), p. 143.

Shawn Brace is a pastor and author in Bangor,
Maine, whose most recent book, The Table | Long For
(Signs Publishing), details his and his church’s recent
journey into a mission-centered life. He is also a
DPhil student at the University of Oxford, research-
ing nineteenth-century American Christianity.
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FOLLOWING THE PRINCE O
PEACE IN A TIME OF WAR

How the Adventist
pioneers dealt with
issues of war, peace,
and military service

DOUGLAS MORGAN
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Joel Klimkewicz, a Seventh-

day Adventist incarcerated by
the United States Marine Corps
for his refusal in the twenty-fi st
century to engage in killing for
the sake of principle,' has deep
roots in the early Adventism of
the nineteenth century. Ques-
tions of war, peace, and violence
became urgent, real-life concerns
for Seventh-day Adventists from
the moment they fi st organized
as a denomination. When the
fi stconference (Michigan) orga-
nized in October 1861, the Amer-
ican Civil War had been flari g
for just six months. Thefi st Gen-
eral Conference Session began on
May 20, 1863, two weeks after the
stunning Confederate victory at
Chancellorsville, and about six
weeks before the great turning

The commitment that inspired

point marked by Union victories
at Gettysburg and Vicksburg.

At the very time they were
completing a tumultuous process
of sorting out who they were as
a movement, the nation’s “fie y
crisis” confronted Adventists
with the question of what their
radical faith meant for the moral
dilemma of war. Resolving that
dilemma wasn'’t easy or simple,
any more than it is for Adventists
today.

PEACEMAKERS

Th ee powerful forces tugged
at the hearts and minds of the
pioneer Adventists, at times
twisting them this way and that,
as they struggled to find direction
concerning the issues the war
imposed on them. The fi st of
these forces was their fervent ded-
ication to following the teachings of
Scripture all the way. This is what
their movement was all about—
to be a people who upheld “the
commandments of God and the
faith of Jesus” in a time when
compromise was all around.

A second influen e was prag-
matic concern for the survival of
their fledgling movement. With
the organized church just begin-
ning to take life, Adventists did
not want to see it become a casu-
alty of wartime intolerance or
deprivation, with its mission left
unfulfille .

The third force was their pas-
sionate opposition to slavery. The
fi st Seventh-day Adventists
were not at all neutral or indif-
ferent about the issue at the
heart of the war.

Amid the interplay of these
sometimes countervailing
forces and the momentous
events happening around them,
Adventists found their way to a
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corporate stand for nonviolence and peacemak-
ing. Here is how it happened.

A RADICAL MOVEMENT

The pioneers of Adventism would probably be
something of an embarrassment to those of us
who feel comfortable in the respectable main-
stream of Western society. The radical reform
movements centered in New England and upstate
New York in the 1830s and 1840s constituted their
spiritual and moral breeding ground. More mod-
erate reformers regarded these radicals, who
brooked no compromise with such entrenched
evils in American society as slavery and the liquor
traffic, as dangerous extremists. One powerful
spokesperson for abolitionism, William Lloyd
Garrison, was reviled across the spectrum of con-
ventional politics in the 1830s, and barely escaped
lynching at the hands of a Boston mob.

Many early Adventists were also influen ed by
the Christian nonresistance movement that Gar-
rison led. Th y regarded scripturally grounded
pacifis as part of that radical faith that set them
apart from the large majority of Americans. Chris-
tian nonresistance had been espoused by the
Millerite Adventist reformer Joshua V. Himes, as
well as William Miller himself (according to Gar-
rison). That commitment was also apparent in the
post-1844 group that formed the nucleus of the
emerging Seventh-day Adventist Church. It found
occasional expression in the early publications of
the Sabbathkeeping Adventists during the late
1840s and 1850s.?

To them, the scriptural basis for this stance
seemed quite clear. Just as they took literally what
the fourth commandment said about the seventh
day being the “Sabbath of the Lord thy God,” they
believed that the sixth commandment, “Thou
shalt not kill,” prohibited the taking of life. Th y
also believed Jesus meant what He said in telling
His followers to “love your enemies.” Participation
in military combat seemed a clear and simple
violation of the sixth commandment and the
teachings of Christ.

Th se early Adventists fully recognized that
Scripture also instructs believers to render due
honor and subordination to civil authority. Thi
teaching took on particular importance for them
in the early 1860s as they set up their fragile new
church organization in a society wracked by a great

civil war. As a very small group with dissenting
convictions that set them sharply apart from the
general society, they could very easily become
targets of repression in a time of national crisis.
In that setting, it was especially important for the
church to show that its radical message did not
promote violent rebellion against civil authority.

For the pioneer Seventh-day Adventists who
had not spread beyond the North at that point,
the relevant civil authorities were those of the
Union and those states loyal to it. Adventists were
on the lookout for ways to counter suspicions that
might be aroused by their pointed preaching
about the sins of the Protestant majority culture
in America and ultimate divine judgment upon
it. Th y wanted to demonstrate that their message
was not one of disloyalty to the Union, and most
definite y not one of sympathy for the Confederate
rebellion.

Finding ways to accomplish this without water-
ing down the “third angel’s message” was not easy
to do, and Adventists’ deep and outspoken oppo-
sition to slavery, the third influen e we are track-
ing, further sharpened the dilemma.

LETTING FREEDOM RING

Th oughout the 1850s—and in the pages of this
magazine—abolitionist protest was a major theme
in the Adventist warning message to America. In
this era the leading Protestant denominations
collectively held an informal, yet very real, domi-
nance in American culture. Thoug there had been
considerable debate and even division in the
churches over slavery, most of the major Northern
churches avoided strong pronouncements about
slavery, earning them heated criticism in the
Advent Review and Sabbath Herald for their tolerance
of a racist system of human bondage.

Early Seventh-day Adventists proclaimed a
striking word of judgment about slavery to Amer-
ica’s Protestant “empire,” addressing both the South-
ern embrace of the institution and Northern
complicity with it. “God is punishing this nation
for the high crime of slavery,” Ellen White wrote
in August 1861. “He has the destiny of the nation
in His hands. He will punish the South for the sin
of slavery, and the North for so long suffering its
overreaching and overbearing influen e”* The
church’s fi stjournal, published by her husband,
joined in the abolitionist criticism of President
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Lincoln for failing to make emancipation of the
slaves a goal of the war. Only in late 1862 did the
president announce that the war was being fought
to free millions of enslaved Americans.®

The dilemma for the Adventists of the 1860s
was multifaceted: if they resisted military service
out of faithfulness to Scripture, they risked accu-
sations of disloyalty, a severe government crack-
down on their movement just as it was getting off
the ground, and indirectly abetting the slave sys-
tem they so fiercely opposed. Joining freely in
armed combat, though, would make a mockery
of their claim to be a remnant faithful to “the
commandments of God and faith of Jesus.” Their
witness to the fourth commandment as well as
the sixth would be compromised. Such a course
might reduce conflict with the surrounding soci-
ety, but at the price of compromising the church’s
prophetic message and mission.

How did believers work through this challenge?
The fact that no general draft was enacted in the
early stages of the war gave them a little breathing
room. At the outset of the war, President Lincoln
called upon the states to raise volunteer armies
to fight he Confederate “insurrection.” The p es-
ident’s statement created some pressure for
Adventists, however, because states and local
communities were required to meet quotas for
bonuses to pay the volunteers. James White and
John P. Kellogg participated on a Battle Creek
committee for this purpose.® But no Adventist or
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other objector to military combat needed to
volunteer.

The much-discussed possibility of a draft still
loomed over them, however. James White, the
church’s foremost organizer, addressed the issue
with a pragmatic line of thought in a Review edi-
torial of August 1862 entitled “The Nation.” White
reasoned that if Adventists were drafted, they
would be well advised to submit, and the govern-
ment would assume responsibility for any viola-
tions of the law of God that the drafted individual
would commit.”

White’s editorial sparked vigorous, extended
debate in the pages of the Review, and his position
was attacked from all sides. Some believers called
for Adventist participation in the Union’s “crusade
against traitors”—one even fantasizing about an
armed regiment of Sabbathkeepers that would
“strike this rebellion a staggering blow.” Others
advocated thoroughgoing pacifis . Henry Carver,
for example, maintained “that under no circum-
stances was it justifiable in a follower of the Lamb
to use carnal weapons to take the lives of his
fellow men.” Adventists in Iowa petitioned the
state legislature for recognition as a pacifis
church. In fact, it was their eagerness to declare
their intention to resist a draft, even while it was
not yet certain that it would be enacted, that had
prompted James White to editorialize on the issue
in the fi st place.

In responding to criticisms of his editorial,
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White clarified two crucial points about his posi-
tion that his critics tended to overlook: (1) he
would never encourage a Sabbathkeeper to vol-
unteer for service in the army; (2) if believers were
drafted they should do their best to obtain Sab-
bath privileges and recognition as noncombatants.
Only if such efforts failed would moral culpability
fall upon the government.®

PREPARING FOR THE DRAFT

The , just before the federal draft was instituted
in March 1863, a testimony from Ellen White
deftly set forth a position that avoided reckless
posturing in any direction while also asserting a
principled stand on the commandments of God.
The prophet rebuked both the ill-considered bra-
vado about resistance to the anticipated draft
expressed by the Iowans zealous for a defi nt
pacifis , as well as the militant impulse to take
up arms for the Union’s righteous cause. Adven-
tists should not court martyrdom with provocative
pronouncements, she cautioned. Yet it remained
the case that “God’s people . .. cannot engage in
this perplexing war, for it is opposed to every
principle of their faith. In the army they cannot
obey the truth and at the same time obey the
requirements of their officers.”

The guidance from Ellen White drew together
and addressed various elements from the confl ct-
ing influen es that both motivated and unsettled
Adventists in this time of crisis. Th y would take
their stand for divine law, which meant a refusal
to engage in military combat. Yet they should be
prudent, avoiding rash moves that would unnec-
essarily stir antagonism from the government. And,
again for practical reasons, but also because of their
moral opposition to slavery, they would take every
opportunity to show that they were not disloyal to
the Union and were in fact advocates of the highest
ideals that their government espoused.

The federal draft law enacted in March 1863
heightened the pressure on Adventists, but still
provided a means for avoiding direct confronta-
tion with the authorities, albeit a costly one. The
law stipulated that a drafted individual could
fulfill his obligation by either purchasing an
exemption or providing a substitute. The hefty
$300 commutation fee placed a fi ancial strain
on the church as it tried to raise the necessary
funds for those who could not afford it.

In July 1864 Congress restricted these options
to conscientious objectors who were members of
a recognized pacifist church. For Adventists, the
decisive moment had come, and the young
church’s leaders moved swiftly. John N. Andrews
was authorized by the General Conference Com-
mittee to go to Washington and seek governmen-
tal recognition for the noncombatant position
held by Seventh-day Adventists. “May it be favor-
able for those who have enlisted to serve under
the Prince of Peace,” declared James White in
reporting Andrews’ mission.'®

Andrews’ petition, presented to James B. Fry, the
provost marshal general, described Seventh-day
Adventists as “a people unanimously loyal and
antislavery, who because of their views of the ten
commandments and of the teaching of the New
Testament cannot engage in bloodshed.” General
Fry responded favorably to the petition, and issued
an exemption that gave Adventists the option of
either accepting assignment to hospital duty or care
of freedmen or paying the $300 commutation fee.!!

The success of their petition may obscure the
fact that by thus bringing their nonconformity
into the open, the little- known group took the
risk of their cause being rejected. Moreover, even
with high-level governmental recognition
achieved, individual Adventist draftees still suf-
fered denials, temporary imprisonment, threats
of court-martial, and other forms of harassment
when attempting to claim their right to alternative
duty, owing to lack of understanding among offi-
cers about the provost marshal’s provision, prej-
udice against noncombatants, and poor
communication. The time had come, however, for
the church to take a public stand.

A COMMITMENT TO PEACE

While eventual Union victory had become vir-
tually certain by the early months of 1865, how
long the horrific war might drag on was far from
clear. Thu , Adventist leaders took further mea-
sures to make known to military and state author-
ities their position and the recognition granted
the church by federal authorities.

Uriah Smith and James White filed “duly sworn”
affidavits in Calhoun County, Michigan, declaring
participation in warfare and bloodshed to be
violations of the core beliefs of Seventh-day
Adventists. Smith's statement refers to the “Church
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Covenant” adopted by the Michigan Conference
in 1861 as indication that Seventh-day Adventists
had always “taken as their articles of faith and
practice, “The Commandments of God and the
Faith of Jesus Christ./” He elaborated that Adven-
tists explain “the commandments of God to mean
the ten commandments of the moral law, and the
faith of Jesus Christ to be the teachings of Christ
in the New Testament.” James White stated that
he had been a minister of the “denomination” since
1847 and “that during all of that time, the teach-
ings of that church have been that war is sinful
and wrong, and not in accordance with the teach-
ings of the Holy Scripture.” Copies of these affida-
vits were appended to a pamphlet published in
1865 with the title Compilation or Extracts, From
the Publications of Seventh-day Adventists Setting
Forth Their Views of the Sinfulness of War, Referred to
in the Annexed Affidavits.

The church also made formal its commitment
to pacifis  in a resolution voted by the General
Conference Session of 1865:

While we thus cheerfully render to Caesar the
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things which the Scriptures show to be his, we are
compelled to decline all participation in acts of
war and bloodshed as being inconsistent with the
duties enjoined upon us by our divine Master
toward our enemies and toward all mankind.*?

Further resolutions at the 1867 and 1868 ses-
sions reaffirmed this position."*

Our Adventist pioneers were not perfect. Nor
do all their views hold the status of absolute
dogma for members today. Yet if we take seriously
the calling to be a faithful remnant, we would do
well to pray for a measure of their wisdom and
courage as we grapple with what “the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus” mean with
regard to war, violence, peacemaking, and love of
enemies in our time. #

"Reports on Klimkewicz may be found at the websites of the Adventist
News Network (www.adventist.org) and the Adventist Peace Fellowship
(www.adventistpeace.org).

2Henry Mayer, All on Fire: William Lloyd Garrison and the Abolition of Slav-
ery (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1998), pp. 188-212.

*See Ronald D. Graybill, “The Abolitionist-Millerite Connection”; Ronald
L. Numbers and Jonathan M. Butler, eds., The Disappointed: Millerism and
Millenarianism in the Nineteenth Century (Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 1987), pp. 139-150; and Peter Brock, Freedom From Violence: Sectar-
ian Nonresistance From the Middle Ages to the Great War (Toronto: Univer-
sity of Toronto Press, 1991), pp. 230-258.

“Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church (Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific
Press Pub. Assn., 1948), vol. 1, p. 264.

°Read James White's views in a series of three articles collectively
entitled “Ellen G. White—Racist or Champion of Equality?” in the Review
and Herald, Apr. 9, 16, and 23, 1970.

°D.A.Robinson, A. L. White, and W. C. White, “The Spirit of Prophecy
and Military Service,” manuscript (Silver Spring, Md.: Ellen G. White
Estate, 1936), pp. 6, 7.

7 Brock provides a thorough analysis of the Civil War-era debate in the
Review and Herald over military services in Freedom From Violence, pp.
230ff.

8 “To Correspondents,” Review and Herald, Sept. 9, 1862, p. 118; “The
War Question,” Review and Herald, Oct. 14,1862, p. 159; “Letter to Bro.
Carver,” Review and Herald, Oct. 21,1862, p. 167.

9 E. G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 361.

0 “Eastern Tour,” Review and Herald, Sept. 6, 1864, p. 116.

). N. Andrews, “Seventh-day Adventists Recognized as Noncomba-
tants,” Review and Herald, Sept. 13, 1864, pp. 124, 125.

2 “Report of the Third Annual Session of the General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists,” Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, May 17,
1865, pp. 196, 197.

" “Business Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Session of the General
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists,” Advent Review and Sabbath
Herald, May 28, 1867, p. 284.

This article originally appeared in the June 14,2007, Adventist
Review. At that time Douglas Morgan was professor of history
and political studies at Columbia Union College (now Washing-
ton Adventist University) in Takoma Park, Maryland. He now
serves as an assistant editor of the Encyclopedia of Sev-
enth-day Adventists and teaches church history courses for
the School of Distance Education, Andrews University.
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he recent months have shaken us out of com-

placent routines, shallow security, and mind-

less consumerism. After two years of a global
pandemic, we are now confronted with war in
Europe 77 years after the end of World War II. What
has happened to peace? The hope for peace has
driven many political initiatives and consultations.
We seem to believe that if people are talking to
each other, they will be less prone to hurting each
other—both physically and emotionally.

Yet today, and also historically, all the consul-
tations and conversations and conferences and
crisis summits have not resulted in resolving our
constant conflicts and struggles. Peace appears to
be as elusive as ever.

A SHALOM WORLDVIEW

Shalom, the Hebrew word for “peace” and “well-be-
ing,” is often used to describe something that goes
far beyond the absence of conflic . Bible scholar
Willard Swartley reminds us that the term has also
a moral dimension, “standing against oppression,
deceit, fraud, and injurious actions”* Shalom is the
opposite of deceit (Ps. 34:14; 37:37; Jer. 9:8), denotes
innocence from moral wrongdoing (Gen. 44:17;
1 Kings 5:12), and is often paired with justice (Isa.
59:8; Zech. 8:16-19) and righteousness (Ps. 72:7; Isa.
60:17). People in biblical times greeted each other
with “Shalom,” wishing health and well-being to a
neighbor or stranger. Shalom was a way of life and
closely associated with the Creator.

PEACE AND PAX ROMANA

Peace was also an ever-present aspiration in the
world of the fi stcentury A.D. Thewell-known Latin
phrase pax Romana (“Roman peace”) is used to
describe Roman political rule in the Mediterranean
world beginning with the reign of Caesar Augustus
and lasting for the next two and half centuries.?
Augustus’ ideal of the pax Romana focused on secu-
rity, stability, material prosperity, and administrative
efficiency. A strong central Roman power would
guarantee its citizens and all the conquered people
living in the Roman Empire peace and security and
all the material blessings associated with that. That,
at least, was the idea behind pax Romana.

Reality looked distinctly different. The Roman
author Tacitus (c. A.D. 56-120) recognized that many
non-Roman people groups experienced the pax
Romana as brute force and spoke instead of vis

Romana (“Roman power” [Tacitus, Annals 3.60]).
Overwhelming military power focused on Rome as
the Empire’s center and was designed to guarantee
afear-induced peace, governed by Rome-appointed
prefects or client kings—such as Herod Antipas,
who ruled with Rome’s permission over Galilee and
Perea (cf. Matt. 14:1-12). Peace was the result of the
application of power and control. Good prefects and
client kings offered their subjects a more acceptable
experience of the pax Romana, while abusive gov-
ernors often enjoyed unchecked control and bene-
fited hemselves more than their subjects.

“THE TIME HAS COME ..."”

Jesus actively engaged this world and mindset
when He began to preach in Galilee. “‘The time has
come, he said. ‘The kingdom of God has come neatr.
Repent and believe the good news'” (Mark 1:15, NIV).
His kingdom language sounds like a declaration of
war challenging the ruler of this world, Satan, and
his political and religious henchmen found in all
cultures and places. It was Jesus’ opening salvo in an
ever more furious battle for the hearts of human
beings that we often call the great controversy.

Many followers of Jesus—including His disci-
ples—anticipated that Jesus would finally break
the hated pax Romana and that Israel, God’s cho-
sen people, would, once again, be a powerful and
respected nation on the world stage whose temple
services would draw the nations.

Jesus’ mission, however, didn’t aim to undo the
pax Romana—or any human pax designed to solve
the world’s problems. His message about the
kingdom of God focused on physical, mental, and
emotional healing. Destruction was not His cur-
rency. Shalom was.

When Isaiah’s long-anticipated “Prince of Peace”
(Isa. 9:6), poised on a mountain, shared with His
followers the principles of His kingdom (Matt. 5-7),
many began to wonder about these teachings. Th y
understood about loving their neighbor, but loving
their enemies (cf. Matt. 5:43-48)? Radical love, as
demonstrated by Jesus’ coming and illustrated by
His healings and caring concern and embrace of
the downtrodden, the outsider, the powerless, or
those mourning, just felt too radical.

NOT THAT PEACE
Jesus’ promise of shalom had nothing to do with
empire peace or political control. In fact, as we listen

JUNE 2022 | ADVENTIST REVIEW 49



to His message in the Gospels, we may wonder what
He really meant. In Matthew 10:34 Jesus exclaims,
“Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to
the earth.Idid not come to bring peace, but a sword”
(NIV). Luke’s parallel retelling offers a helpful direc-
tion as to how we should understand this challeng-
ing statement, for Luke speaks of “division” instead
of a “sword.” Jesus’ message inherently brings con-
flict and tension—and can even divide families,
societies’ most basic nucleus. His kingdom message
challenges us to make a decision: do we give the
Prince of Peace full control of our lives, or do we
retain the power to veto His priorities and His values
when they come into conflict with ours? God’s
shalom was associated with God’s kingdom working
its way from our hearts to our heads and hands—and
then transforming families and communities. Thi
message ultimately determines where we stand in
God'sfi al judgment: either on His side—together
with other members of God's family—or on the side
of God’s opponent, proffering his global version of
the pax Romana working through manipulation,
extortion, and power politics.

MY PEACE I GIVE YOU

Jesus knew about the human need to find shalom
in a world dominated by unrest, fear, pain, discon-
tent, conflic , and war. John records some of Jesus’
most tender promises to His disciples, given just
days before His crucifixio .“PeaceIleave with you,
my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not
be afraid” (John 14:27, NIV). While some have
interpreted this mainly as a farewell greeting, it “is
the peace which garrisons our hearts and minds
against the invasion of anxiety (Phil. 4:7), and rules
or arbitrates in the hearts of God’s people to main-
tain harmony amongst them (Col. 3:15).”3

Jesus reminds His followers that His peace has
a different quality and texture from the kind of
peace most people dreamed about. We can hear
an echo of the Aaronic priestly blessing (Num.
6:26) to Israel. The God who lets His face shine
upon His people will not leave His followers peace-
less. He is always ready, willing, and able to help
our hearts to find he rest and peace we need.

Jesus’ promise did not only address the fears and
uncertainties of His disciples. The promise of His
peace has continued to encourage and comfort
countless people living in the post-resurrection
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reality over the past two millennia. Divine peace is
wrought by the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whose
presence Jesus promised in the same chapter (cf.
John 14:16-18, 26). The peace that God’s Spirit works
in our hearts is Jesus’ peace, transcending all human
understanding (cf. Phil. 4:7) and imagination.

God’s peace—and God’s love (John 14:21; 15:9, 10;
17:26)—are hallmarks of God’s church on this earth.
Jesus knew that both peace and love will attract
others seeking to find forgiveness, grace, and deeper
connections. The story of the early Christian church
shows us that Jesus’ peace is not always the equiv-
alent of tranquility and safety. Amid severe persecu-
tion, devastating storms, or even internal conflic
God'’s people are assured of the kind of peace that
results only from knowing Jesus and having accepted
His grace. Th oughout history thousands of Christian
martyrs testified to the existence of this peace in the
midst of pain and intimidation and death. Thei
testimony became the seed that grew in others also
yearning for something bigger than pax Romana, a
“fi alsolution,” or the terror of persecution by pow-
ers bent on the destruction of God’s people.

I resonate with the way Ellen White connects
our rest in Jesus to the peace that passes all under-
standing: “Let us turn aside from the dusty, heated
thoroughfares oflife to rest in the shadow of Christ’s
love, and learn from Him the lesson of quiet trust.
Not a pause for a moment in His presence, but
personal contact with Christ, to sit down in com-
panionship with Him—this is our need. Many, even
in their seasons of devotion, fail of receiving the
blessing of real communion with God. Th y are in
too great haste. . .. Rest in the Lord, and wait
patiently for Him. He will be to you as the shadow
of a great rock in a weary land. He will give you rest
that the world can neither give nor take away. Come
unto Me, He says, and your heart will be filled with
the peace that passes all understanding.”

Jesus, our Peacemaker? We can be sure of that! /

"Willard M. Swartley, “Peace,” in Dictionary of Scripture and Ethics, ed.
Joel B. Green et al. (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2011), p. 583.

2The following is based on James E. Bowley, “Pax Romana,” in Dictio-
nary of New Testament Background: A Compendium of Contemporary
Biblical Scholarship, ed. Craig A. Evans and Stanley E. Porter (Downers
Grove, IlL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), pp. 771-775.

3D.A. Carson, The Gospel According to John, The Pillar New Testament
Commentary (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991), p. 506.

“Ellen G. White, “The Abiding Rest,” Signs of the Times, July 6, 1904.

Gerald A. Klingbeil serves as associate editor of Adventist
Review Ministries.
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FEAR MANAGEMENT

living in a time when conditions are

unstable and unpredictable. If we
don’t manage our fears, they’ll manage
us. Fear mismanagement can lead to
stress, trauma, poor health, toxic rela-
tions, and regretful decisions.

What is society feeling fearful about?
The 2021 American Fear Index reveals
the top 10 fears:*

1. Loved ones dying

2. Loved ones becoming seriously ill

3. Mass shootings

ﬂur challenge is unavoidable. We're

Our response to fear is our choice. We
can choose to resist our fears and reso-
lutely select a mindset of faith, hope, and
possibility.

FEAR-MANAGEMENT TOOLS

Paul gave Timothy, his protégé, a pow-
erful fear-managing tool: “For God has not
given us a spirit of fear, but of power and
oflove and of a sound mind” (2 Tim. 1:7).
From this we derive five practices that
will strengthen your fear management.

1. Christ Companionship:
Enter a genuine relationship
with Christ as Lord. Jesus
gives us the gift of salvation
and the promise of protection
and guiding providence.

2. Can-do Choice: Choose
to exercise our God-given

bl s

THE PRESENCE OF

4. Not having enough money for power to say no to fear.

retirement 3. Composed Confession: FEAR CREATES THE
5. Terrorism; Fear creates the opportunity OPPORTUNITY TO
6. Government corruption to trust and speak about our TRUST AND SPEAK
7. Becoming terminally ill dependence on God regard- ABOUT OUR

less of circumstances.
4. Conquering Counsel: For-
tifi ation of the mind with spir-

8. Hate crimes
9. High medical bills
10. Widespread civil, political, and

DEPENDENCE ON
GOD REGARDLESS
OF CIRCUMSTANCES.

racial unrest
Everyone can relate to one or more of
these items, plus many more.

DIMENSIONS OF FEAR

The Bible references “fear not” in vari-
ous iterations some 365 times.? Admit-
tedly, it’s easier to say “Fear not” than to
actually not fear. The efore, it’s essential
that believers understand the sequela of
fear and how to harness it.

Fear indicates a threat of potential
harm, whether real or perceived. It can
be physical, psychological, or spiritual.

While fear is often considered a nega-
tive emotion, it can, if managed properly,
serve an important function in keeping
us situationally aware, spiritually minded,
and socially conscious. Practically speak-
ing, in dangerous situations fear can
cause us to be appropriately cautious or
to take wise safeguards.

itual wisdom and diligent
follow-through increases as we
pray, study, and receive seasoned counsel.
5. Conquering Confidence: The sine qua
non of divine power and authority is the
conviction to be stalwart regardless of the
outcome. Thisis both a gift from God and
the result of experience (see Job 13:15).
Undoubtedly, some fear challenges
may require external spiritual or profes-
sional assistance. But don’t be thrown off
by the apparent simplicity of these prin-
ciples. Th ough the combination of the
human with the divine, these fear-man-
agement practices will successfully equip
us if we utilize them. #

"https://www.safehome.org/home-safety/
american-fear-study
2 https://heycreativesister.com/365-fear-not-bible-verses/

Delbert W. Baker, Ph.D., is the director of research
and development for the Office of Regional Con-
ference Ministries/Retirement Plan based in
Huntsville, Alabama.
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MICHELLE ODINMA

rom authors to poets, musicians to lyricists,

everyone has their take on what love is.

Although the question dates back to antiquity,

it remains a still-asked question because gen-

uine, pure love is rare to see and hard to fin .
Like so many, I've scoured the Internet, via Google,
tofind an wers.

“When my grandmother got arthritis, she
couldn’t bend over and paint her toenails anymore.
So my grandfather does it for her all the time, even
when his hands got arthritis too.” Rebecca, age 8

“Love is when your puppy licks your face after
you've left him alone all day” Maryanne, age 4

Along with these young philosophers, some of
the greatest poets and leaders of our time have
chimed in. The late Maya Angelou said, “Love
recognizes no barriers. It jumps hurdles, leaps
fences, penetrates walls to arrive at its destination
full of hope” Martin Luther King, Jr, adds, “Love
is the greatest force in the universe. It is the heart-
beat of the moral cosmos. He who loves is a par-
ticipant in the being of God.” Each definitio
reveals another dimension of love’s depth and
reality.

THE BIBLE'S TAKE ON LOVE

The Bible sums up love as a personal being—
God Himself: “Beloved, let us love one another,
for love is of God, and everyone who loves is born
of God and knows God. He who does not love does
not know God, for God is love” (1 John 4:7, 8). God
is love. To be something means to embody that
idea or element in its totality. And when the Bible
says God is love, it means that what God speaks,
thinks, or feels is the revelation of love. And the
Bible does not stop its explanation there.

In Corinthians Paul addresses several issues that
were taking place within the church. Believers were
having a difficult time getting along, and they
seemed to have forgotten their calling as Christians.
The e were divisions in the church, elitist cliques,
and individuals practicing immoral behavior. Mass
confusion was the norm, with some praying and
ministering in different languages at the same time.
Nothing about their practices indicated they were
renewed people and followers of Christ.

In his epistle Paul emphasizes that God’s body

does not work in opposition to itself. God’s body,
like our physical body, acts as one unit. It moves in
harmony, working together. Paul continues to illus-
trate this idea through poetic form, showing what
it looks like to operate as the body of Christ, and
what their ultimate desire should be as believers.

Love is patient and kind: love does not envy or
boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist
on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does
not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the
truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes
all things, and endures all things. Love never ends.

Thisis what the body of Christ looks like when it
works in complete harmony—the very embodiment
of God Himself. This islove. God is patient and kind.
God does not envy or boast. God is not arrogant or
rude; He does not insist on His way. He is not irritable
or resentful. He does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but
He rejoices with the truth. God bears all things, God
believes all things, God hopes all things, and God
endures all things. God is eternal.

LOVE, GOD, AND HUMANITY

In essence, whenever love is manifest in our being,
we are being exactly who God created us to be. I
would like to think the real reason people Google
the question “What is love?” is that they have not
seen it. The truth is that God’s people have not
always embodied this message. However, I would
argue that there have been glimpses of such a love.

Martin Luther King, Jr. showed, in the civil rights
movement of the 1950s and 1960s, one of the clearest
manifestations of what God’s love in real time looks
like. “True pacifis ,” or “nonviolent resistance,” King
wrote, is “a courageous confrontation of evil by the
power of love” King was both “morally and practi-
cally” committed to nonviolence. He believed that
“the Christian doctrine of love operating through the
Gandhian method of nonviolence was one of the
most potent weapons available to oppressed people
in their struggle for freedom.

Today many American Christians are exhausted
at the continuous effort to bring attention to events
buried and forgotten in American history. Thejour-
ney of African Americans fighti gfor equality in the
United States continues to shed light on the difficult
shadow of hatred and oppression entrenched in the
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Love is an eternal entity that creates change. Love is God.
It is this type of love that dispels the hate in the human heart.

nation; thus Christians should not tire of hearing
about the civil rights movement. It was a movement
rooted in the principles of Christ. Regardless of your
nationality, the civil rights movement embodied
precisely what we claim to hold true as Christians.

It is no wonder that these principles sound a lot
like the life of Jesus Christ. Hebrews 12:2 says, “Look-
ing unto Jesus, the author and fini her of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame!” Jesus had a deep faith
in the future. So deep that Romans 5:8 says, “God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us” In other
words, Christ did not die when humanity was at its
best; He died when we were at our worst. He saw far
off into the future the promise and reality of renewed
and transformed children of God. Love is supernat-
ural. Love is power. Love is life-giving. It is redemp-
tive. It is honest. It is true. Love begets love because
love is divine. Love is an eternal entity that creates
change. Love is God. It is this type of love that dispels
the hate in the human heart.

LOVING PEOPLE TO THE GOD OF LOVE

Daryl Davis, an African American blues musician,
convinced 200 people to leave the Ku Klux Klan and
other White supremacist groups through an uncon-
ventional strategy. Interviewers went to his home
in Washington, D.C., where they found a closet fille
with an assorted collection of colored robes and
matching hoods. Th y were uniforms abandoned
by those who had experienced a change of heart
and found a new perspective on life. It seemed that
these cloaks of hate now served as a different type
of memorial. Davis says that “anger must be chan-
neled into positive actions like peaceful protest and
political advocacy” The method that he uses to figh
hate? Friendship. Davis understands the idea of
what it means to reclaim that which is of value.

Ex-racist and White nationalist Derek Black was
a promoter of alt-right ideology. He credits himself
for infil rating modern-day politics, with alt-right
ideology. He says his work manifested itselfin the
2016 United States election. Black was raised a
prodigy of White nationalism. His parents
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removed him from public elementary school to
isolate him from Haitian and Hispanic classmates.
His homeschool training in racist rhetoric led him
to be a standout public figu e for White national-
ism early on.

However, attending a multicultural college was
a drastically different experience for Black. He
attempted to keep a low profile on campus about
his true identity as a public self-proclaimed racist.
But he was found out. Derek’s associate, Matthew
Stevenson, an Orthodox Jew, did some research
on Black. Instead of excluding him, he decided to
include him in his social circle. He figu ed, “He
probably never met a Jewish person before” Even
though he was socially ostracized, Matthew invited
Derek to a Shabbat dinner at his place. Few people
showed up to Matthew’s dinner initially, but Derek
kept coming back. He seemed different in person
than what was described online.

With time, the Shabbat group returned to its
regular attendance of Hispanics, Blacks, atheists,
and Christians. Although all parties were initially
suspicious, the Orthodox Jew, Matthew, and the
White supremacist, Derek, developed a friendship.
Thiswas the catalyst that led Derek Black to reeval-
uate the principles he had been raised on. He liked
his Jewish, Black, and Hispanic friends. These kin-
dling friendships helped him to see the humanity
in all people. These friendships eventually led Derek
to renounce his White nationalist ideology.

Thisis the culture of Christ that the world has
been dying to see. These glimpses of truth, of love
in action, have not yet been activated and prac-
ticed at full capacity. Anyone who desires change
for themselves and others must love, for love is
transformational.

“Returning hate for hate multiplies hate, adding
deeper darkness to a night already devoid of stars.
Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light
can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love
can do that,” said Martin Luther King. To love is
supernatural, for by loving, you allow streams of
divine power to dispel darkness. Love is God. #

Michelle Odinma is associate minister of Community Life and
Service at the Church of the Advent Hope in the city of New York.
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a HIS Impact On Me

75 Year of Stories Like These

Jovannah Poor-Bear Adams Charlotte Beyal

For a deeply broken teenage girl to grow up in a cycle of poverty and abuse, and still be able to build
a stable family of her own, says a lot. To be able to love again—-to have hope and a future-when
everything around you seems to suggest the opposite, this is the tale of story-book dreams. For Jo-
vannah Poor Bear-Adams, she would tell you: “Breaking the cycle isn’t a clean cut. It is a process.

Charlotte Beyal became a judicial magistrate in Flagstaff, AZ. Charlotte also became a pillar of repre-
sentation for the Native American community in this non-Native city.

“On the bench, Beyal explains city law to Native Americans so they can relate it to their own culture
and serves as a role model to the children of her community. She smiled as she remembered a wom-
an coming into court shortly after she was appointed and telling her daughter: ‘See, if she can do it,
you can do it” —=Arizona Daily Sun, 1999

For both Jovannah and Charlotte their success and influence speak to the power of God through the
help of others. Thanks to Divine intervention through the faithful support of Holbrook Indian School,
Jovannah and Charlotte can celebrate life with purpose and impact. Yet their stories are only a sam-
ple of others like them and many to come.

For 75 years, Holbrook Indian School (HIS) has had stories like this. On March 6,2022,Jovannah
joined other alumni and past staff in celebration of the school’s 75 years of service.

To watch the story of how God has used one little school in the Arizona desert to transform lives
for 75 years, visit HolbrookindianSchool.org. With your support, you can enable more stories to be

told in the grand celebration in the kingdom to come.

H O LB RO O K Development Department
P.0.Box 910
Holbrook, Arizona 86025-0910
15 IND'AN SCHOOL (928) 524-6845 (Ext. 109)
SERVING NATIVE YOUTH SINCE 1946 Development@hissda.org
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HOUSECALL

PETER N. LANDLESS

ZENO L. CHARLES-MARCEL

IN TUNE WITH MUSIC

Does music affect health?

m Can music improve my health?

Without a doubt, some music helps people

feel happy. Population surveys show that
music is used primarily for entertainment, per-
sonal enjoyment, background “space” fille , and
religious purposes. So “health,” in the commonly
used sense, is not what people generally give as
their motivation for listening to or playing music,
even though both these activities can have amaz-
ingly profound effects on our well-being, whether
we are ill or otherwise healthy. In the Bible, David
used music to calm Saul; Hippocrates played
music to treat patients with mental illnesses way
back in 400 B.C.; and Pythagoras, the Greek phi-
losopher, prescribed it to treat bodily and mental
ailments. Modern science now finds the same
benefits and ven more.

Music is a special gift to humankind. It affects
not only our mood but also our learning and think-
ing functions. Neuroscientists believe that music
activates many of the brain regions and brain
chemicals and can produce physical rewiring in
brain structures known to modulate heart func-
tion. It affects the beat-to-beat variations in heart-
beats (HRV), which has been shown to be a
powerful predictor of heart-related illness and
death. It can help ease pain and relieve stress by
reducing the level of stress-related hormones in
the body. Research shows that people with chronic
bronchitis and emphysema breathe easier while
listening to music and have a modest but notice-
ably increased endurance and tolerance of high-in-
tensity exercise. But all music and all people are
not the same.

Some kinds of music can be stress-producing.
Heart and respiratory rates are higher in response
to exciting music than in the case of tranquilizing
music. In 2015 Finnish researchers found that
music can bolster both positive and negative
emotions. Some types of music produce sadness

or support anger and aggression. Therhythm and
other characteristics of the music—along with the
culture, age, gender, musical taste, and emotional
state—can all influen e how we may respond to
music. In one study, music perceived as arousing,
aggressive, and unpleasant disrupted performance
on a memory task and led to a lower level of
reported altruistic behavior in 10- to 12-year-old
children. In another study, groups of people were
subjected to various compositions by Mozart,

The rhythm and other characteristics
of music can all influence how we may
respond to music.

Strauss, or the pop group ABBA for 25 minutes
each per day for three days. Music by Mozart and
Strauss lowered blood pressure and heart rate,
while music by ABBA did not. The slower tempos,
tranquil melodies, gradual chord progressions,
and soothing rhythms of classical music reduce
mild to moderate insomnia. The e’s even evidence
that people who listen to calming classical music
for 20 minutes per day may increase the activity
of genes associated with memory, along with an
increase in dopamine secretion and nerve
interconnections.

During the COVID pandemic, single music ses-
sions were shown to improve blood oxygen levels
and reduce anxiety—imagine that!

Music is an amazing contributor to total health
and well-being. A happy brain is a healthy brain.
Thank God for this gift! /

Peter N. Landless, a board-certified nuclear cardiologist, is
director of Adventist Health Ministries at the General Confer-
ence. Zeno L. Charles-Marcel, a board-certified internist, is an
associate director of Adventist Health Ministries at the Gen-
eral Conference.
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HOW IT COMES.

PEACE: WHAT ITMEANS,

Christ’s goal,
realized through you

BY ELLEN G. WHITE
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formed to bring unity and

peace to men. The world
was at war with the law of Jeho-
vah; sinners were at enmity
with their Maker; Jesus came
to make overtures of peace. At
the appointed time angels were
commissioned to announce His
birth, and give expression to
their joy in the salvation of the
one lost sheep, the fallen
world. . ..

The plan of redemption was

HIS LEGACY

Shortly before His crucifixio ,
Christ bequeathed to His disci-
ples a legacy of peace. “Peace I

GOODSALT.COM / © RHPA RHPA

leave with you,” He said; “my
peaceI give unto you: not as the
world giveth, give I unto you. Let
not your heart be troubled, nei-
ther let it be afraid.” This peace
is not the peace that comes
through conformity with the
world. It is an internal rather
than an external peace. Without
will be wars and fightings,
through the opposition of
avowed enemies, and the cold-
ness and suspicion of those who
claim to be friends. The peace of
Christ is not to banish division,
but it is to remain amid strife
and division.

Thoug He bore the title of
Prince of Peace, Christ said of
Himself, “Think not that I am
come to send peace on earth; I
came not to send peace, but a
sword.” By these words He did
not mean that His coming was
to produce discord and conten-
tion among His followers. He
desired to show the effect His
teaching would have on differ-
ent minds. ... And He warned
His followers: “In the world ye
shall have tribulation” “Th y
shall lay their hands on you, and
persecute you, delivering you up
to the synagogues, and into pris-
ons, being brought before kings
and rulers for my name’s
sake. . .. Ye shall be betrayed
both by parents and brethren,
and kinsfolks, and friends; and
some of you shall they cause to
be put to death”

This prophecy has been ful-
filled in a marked manner. Every
indignity, reproach, and cruelty
that Satan can instigate human
hearts to devise has been visited
upon the followers of Jesus. And
it will be fulfilled in a yet more
marked manner; for the carnal
mind is still at enmity with the
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law of God, and will not be subject to its com-
mands. We have been highly favored in living
under a government where we can worship God
according to the dictates of our conscience. But
human nature is no more in harmony with the
principles of Christ today than it has been in ages
past. The orld is still in opposition to Jesus....

CULTIVATING PEACE

We are required to be Christlike toward those
who are our enemies; but we must not, in order
to have peace, cover up the faults of those we see
in error. The world’s Redeemer never purchased
peace by covering iniquity. . . . He was the friend
of sinners, and He would not remain silent while
they were pursuing a course that would ruin their
souls—the souls that He had purchased with His
own blood. He was a stern reprover of all vice. . ..
Living in a world marred and seared with the curse
brought upon it by disobedience, He could not be
at peace with it if He left it unwarned, unin-
structed, unrebuked. This would be to purchase
peace at the neglect of duty. His peace was the
consciousness of having done the will of His
Father, rather than a condition of things that
existed as the result of not having done His duty.

Those who love Jesus and the souls for whom
He had died will follow after the things which
make for peace. But they must take care lest in
their efforts to prevent discord, they surrender
truth; lest in warding off division, they sacrifi e
principle. True brotherhood can never be main-
tained by compromising principle.... That peace
and harmony which are secured by mutual con-
cessions to avoid all differences of opinion are not
worthy of the name. ...

The apostle Paul exhorts us, “If it be possible, as
much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.”
Care should be taken by Christians to give no
offense, that the truth may not be evil spoken of.
But the text suggests that no amount of diligence
and care will preserve this harmony in all cases.
Dissensions will arise even between church mem-
bers, because they are not Christlike in charac-
ter.... Thechurch as a body is to do all in its power
to promote union and prevent schisms. If unsound
doctrine is introduced, the safety of the flo k of
Christ will be endangered; and it is the duty of
those in authority, who are jealous for the truth as
itis in Jesus, to make a fi m, decided protest.

We are required to be Christlike
toward those who are our enemies;
but we must not, in order to have
peace, cover up the faults of those
we See in error.

OUR RESPONSIBILITY

To those who have been injured without cause
these words of Scripture apply, “If it be possible,
as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all
men.” Their failure to live at peace with all men
is not due to the course they themselves have
pursued, but to the envy, jealousy, and evil sur-
mising of those who have been in the wrong. A
division is caused. How shall it be healed? Shall
the man that has been sinned against, mis-
judged, and maligned be called to give an
account? ... Shall he acknowledge himself in
the wrong for the sake of making peace? No. If
he has tried to do his duty, and has been patient
under abuse, he is not to humble himself to
acknowledge that he is guilty. . .. Concessions
that are not true from the one who has been
wrongfully treated gratify the feelings of the
carnal heart. The wrongdoers interpret their
position as zeal for God, when in truth it is zeal
to do the work of the adversary of souls. . ..

There is a work for us to do. We must begin
here to cultivate the meekness of Christ. The e
are stern battles for us to fight against our traits
of character that leads us to decisions that make
it hard and unfavorable for others. We are not
commended by God for a zeal that savors of phar-
isaism; for this is not of Christ. We are not to go
to an extreme in false charity, neither are we to
follow a course of unbending severity in cases
where kindness and mercy and love would have
a telling power. . .. True conversion is needed.
Heart work is essential. The nature must be
renewed after the divine image, until the work of
grace is completed in the soul. /

Seventh-day Adventists believe that Ellen G. White (1827-1915)
exercised the gift of prophecy during more than 70 years of
public ministry. This excerpt is taken from the Review and
Herald, June 16, 1900.
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[ENANA
MISSIONS

A forgotten women'’s ministry

GORDON E. CHRISTO

TOM CHEN

n article in an early Adventist publication
addressing the importance of zenana missions
in India quoted a native Christian who had
postulated, “If you want to win India, win the
women of India, and all India will be Christian.”
Zenanas were the most private rooms in a home
where girls upon marriage (normally the age of
12) were secluded, never to be seen again by any
male except for family. In that cloistered world
the mother wielded considerable influen e over
her children and to some extent even over her
husband. To reach these otherwise inaccessible
women and girls, Christian missionaries estab-
lished zenana schools and hospitals and recruited
women Bible workers to reach into the zenanas.

HASKELL AND HIS VISION

In 1890 Stephen Haskell, with Percy Magan as
assistant, embarked on a reconnaissance trip
around the world that included several countries
in Asia. Th y hoped to discover the most effective
ways in which the Advent message might be spread.

After the two travelers encountered a woman
in Calcutta engaged in zenana school work, they
suggested to the mission board back home that
Adventist women could be trained for zenana
work in her school.? When Haskell returned, he
described in more detail the operation of these
schools. Native teachers under the supervision
of European women taught girls below the age
of 12. Haskell saw this as an open door.? He
addressed the delegates to the General Conference
Session in 1891, advocating witness to women in
these zenanas. Thi , he thought, would be a good
way to begin the work in India.*

GEORGIA BURRUS—
PUTTING THE VISION INTO PRACTICE

In California, Georgia Burrus heard Haskell
speak and responded to his appeal regarding the
needs of these shut-in women.* Following Haskell's
advice, she took up nursing at the St. Helena hos-
pital and joined a class at Battle Creek Academy
that prepared workers for foreign mission service.®
Georgia spent her fi st year in Calcutta studying
the Bengali language. When D. A. Robinson and
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Zenana work involved
numerous challenges.
Setting foot inside the
front door was the first.

family arrived with Martha May Taylor at the end
of that year, she was ready. As Georgia prepared to
begin her full-time work, she sent an article to the
Youth'’s Instructor affirming her mission to go into
homes to teach these women, and also to teach
their children in mission schools.”

Fortuitously, help arrived in the person of
Kheroda, a widow who had been converted by a
female European missionary who'd been allowed
into their zenana by her mother-in-law to teach
the women how to sew. The missionary also man-
aged to sow the seed of the gospel in Kheroda’s
heart. Eventually the young widow fled her zenana
and joined the missionaries. She had just com-
pleted a teacher’s training course when she
approached the Adventists, seeking employment.®
Soon she became the fi st convert to Adventism
in India.

Georgia, Martha, and Kheroda started the
school, and Georgia, with her limited knowledge
of Bengali, began visiting zenanas in the neigh-
borhood. In the zenana of the Biswas home,
11-year-old Nanibala showed remarkable interest
in the story of Jesus.” When she refused to worship
the family idols, her father banned Georgia from
visiting the girl. With the help of a sympathetic
aunt, however, Nanibala scaled the walls of the
zenana while the family was asleep and fled to
the mission bungalow.'°

OTHERS WHO SERVED

Georgia married and moved on, but others
arrived to continue the ministry. Della Burroway
in Calcutta converted Mrs. De Rosario, who'd
formerly done zenana work for the Church Mis-
sionary Society (CMS) mission.!! Sister Minnie
Singh labored among the zenanas in Dehra Dun.'?
In Najibabad Mrs. Singh assisted Sister O’Connor, '
as did Miss Shryock'* and Miss Kurtz.!* Sister
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Camphor taught five hours daily in several zena-
nas in Lucknow.'® Miss Scholz combined zenana
and Bible work in Ranchi.'”

VERA CHILTON, MEETING CHALLENGES

Zenana work involved numerous challenges. Set-
ting foot inside the front door was the fi st. One had
to offer skills that were needed or desired. Zenana
workers taught health, reading, writing, and dicta-
tion, but they missed no opportunity to share the
love of Jesus and the message of salvation. Women
who accepted Jesus as their Savior could not give the
slightest hint to any other member of the family. She
might be taken out of reach of the missionary or
persecuted and threatened. A converted woman had
to be content living with her secret. She could not
hope for an opportunity to be baptized. No pastor
could be permitted even to see, let alone touch, a
woman of a zenana. No worker faced these chal-
lenges more often than Miss Vera Chilton.'®

Vera, a worker for the CMS mission, had joined
the Adventists in 1910, thereafter devoting the
next four decades to zenana ministry in Lucknow,
serving even after retirement.

In 1921 Vera wrote several stories for the Mis-
sions Quarterly.”® In 1924 the Review and Herald
Publishing Association published her book, The
Sigh of the Orient—stories of women in the zenanas
and their plight. Most women believed in Jesus,
but dared not take the fi al step.?® Some had asked
about baptism but could not have it openly.*!

One woman who accepted Christ had observed
the Sabbath quietly for about four years. Her
changed life convinced her husband to also accept
Christ, which made it possible for her to be baptized.
Still, to avoid trouble from the community, arrange-
ments were made for her to be baptized in her home.
M. M. Mattison, mission president for the region,
received special permission from the husband to
enter the home—but just to offer the benediction,
and with the condition that he not see the woman.?
Who baptized her is a good question. Meanwhile,
a group gathered by the river, where her husband
was baptized openly. Some years later, however,
A. H. Williams, president of the Northwest Union,
reported that the husband had passed away and
the widow was taken away by relatives.?®

Another woman, Muni Begam, took but a few
months to influen e her husband, who soon asked
for baptism for himself. In this case he permitted
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Pastor Mattison to baptize his wife, too. Vera
Chilton’s veranda was screened to conceal a bap-
tistry constructed from a large wooden box lined
with a borrowed tarpaulin. Pastor Mattison joined
the group of assembled women just long enough
to baptize the woman. Her husband was baptized
at the usual site in the Gomti River.2*

One Muslim woman who accepted Jesus was
spirited away beyond Vera’s reach. But her changed
life touched her husband, who brought her back
and soon asked for baptism for both of them.?

Vera pushed the brethren for a “refuge home”
for women who might have to leave their hus-
bands to practice their faith. The delay in arrang-
ing for such a refuge caused several women to
pass the opportunity to confess Christ openly.?®

Sometime later union president A. H. Williams
gave hints of a zenana refuge. He wrote, “We pur-
posely refrain from being explicit in our references
to it, but this we can state for your encouragement
that there are today six (seven temporarily) who
are receiving spiritual help and instruction in this
way,” while many others were striving to live
Christlike lives in the seclusion of zenanas.?’

Vera Chilton touched the lives of countless
women, and scores accepted Jesus as their Savior.
Many lost interest in this ministry, though, because
it did not produce “cold statistics.?® William Spicer
agreed that the results of zenana work did not
appear in our statistical records to a great extent,
but he added that “the Lord must keep that record.”*

NEEDS REMAIN

Returning to India in 1945 after 25 years of
absence, J. E. Fulton, the fi st president of the
Southern Asia Division, recalled the long and
patient years of service given by Vera Chilton and
other women who engaged in zenana work.** B. A.
Howard, president of the Uttar Pradesh Mission
in newly independent India, reiterated the con-
tinued need for women Bible workers to carry on
zenana work.*

India, however, changed quickly. Today girls of
all religious and social backgrounds are going to
schools and colleges and are findi gjobsin an
ever-expanding variety of careers. The zenana way
of life is no longer the norm. Many women,
though, can still be reached much more readily
by another woman. In this context, ministry by
women for women is still very relevant. /

“The Women of India,” Sabbath School and Young People’s Depart-
ment, Field Lesson No. IX, Echoes From the Field, Aug. 1, 1906, p. 3.
2“Letters From Rutan and Calcutta,” Foreign Mission Board minutes,
July 20, 1890.
3S. N. Haskell, “India. No. 9—Zenana Schools,” Signs of the Times 380
(Apr.17,1893): 12.
“S. N. Haskell, “Foreign Missions” (March 17 speech), General Confer-
ence Daily Bulletin (Review and Herald Extra), Mar. 22,1891, p. 198.
SMrs. Georgia Burgess, “Why | Went to India,” Bible Training School,
June 1916, p. 5.
5See Gordon Christo, “Burgess, Georgia Burrus,” Encyclopedia of Sev-
enth-day Adventists, https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=
AHXD&highlight=Georgia.
’Georgia A. Burrus, “Women of India,” Youth’s Instructor, Dec. 26,
1895, p. 1.
8Gordon Christo, “Bose, Kheroda,” Encyclopedia of Seventh-day
Adventists, https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/search-results?term=
Kheroda.
°Mrs. L.). Burgess, “The Blessed Pioneer,” Eastern Tidings, May 8, 1941, p. 3.

°Gordon E. Christo, “Biswas, Nanibala,” Encyclopedia of Seventh-day
Adventists, https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/search-results?term=
Nanibala.

"Della Burroway, “Service for the Master,” Eastern Tidings, September
1905, p. 3; see also Della Burroway, “Karmatar,” Eastern Tidings, April
1906, p. 7.

“Hindustani Items,” Eastern Tidings, January 1910, p. 4.

B“Najibabad,” Eastern Tidings, May 1910, p. 3; “Notes,” Eastern Tidings,
February 1914, p. 5.

*S. A. Wellman, “Our North India Stations,” Eastern Tidings, May 1913,
p.o.

S. A. Wellman, “North India Mission,” Eastern Tidings, January 1915, p. 16.

%“Notes,” Eastern Tidings, April 1913, p. 9.

7G. G. Lowry, “Ranchi Maternity Home,” Eastern Tidings, Jan. 1,1928, p. 6.

8“The Shadow of Death and Gospel Light—No 1,” Missions Quarterly,
First Quarter 1921, p. 16; see also Michael W. Campbell and Koberson
Langhu, “Chilton, Charlotte ‘Vera’ (1873-1965),” Encyclopedia of Seventh-
day Adventists, https://encyclopedia.adventist.org/article?id=BIIW&
highlight=Vera|Chilton.

"Vera Chilton, “The Shadow of Death and Gospel Light—Nos. 1-3,” Mis-
sions Quarterly, First Quarter 1921, pp. 16-26.

2“Notes,” Eastern Tidings, April 1913, p. 9.

ZIMrs. J. L. Shaw, “Busy Days in India and Burma,” Eastern Tidings, Feb-
ruary 1913, p. 4.

2“7enana Work—Lucknow,” India Union Tidings, May 1,1919, p. 2.

A H. Williams, “Northwest India Union Mission Report,” Eastern Tid-
ings, Jan.1,1930, p. 17.

%Walter S. Mead, “A Baptism in ‘Purdah,’” Youth’s Instructor, Dec. 5,
1922, p. 6.

M. E. Kern, “Behind the Purdah,” Youth’s Instructor, Aug. 11,1931, pp. 4, 12.

%S, A. Wellman, “North India Mission,” India Union Tidings, Jan. 1,1917, p.
16.

ZA. H. Williams, “Northwest India Union Mission Report,” Eastern Tid-
ings, Jan.1,1930, p. 17.

#Vera Chilton, “Reaching the Women of India,” Ministry, Sept. 1, 1939,
pp. 8,9.

2\W. A. Spicer, “Some Facts About Early Work in India,” Eastern Tidings,
May 8, 1941, p. 4.

*J. E. Fulton, “After Twenty-five Years,” Eastern Tidings, Sept. 1, 1945, p. 7.

*B. A. Howard, “North United Provinces,” Eastern Tidings, Nov. 15,1947, p. 6.

Gordon E. Christo, Ph.D. in Old Testament and Adventist stud-
ies, is retired and working on contract as assistant editor of
the Encyclopedia of Seventh-day Adventists and assistant
editor of the Seventh-day Adventist International Bibli-
cal-Theological Dictionary. He is currently setting up a heri-
tage center for the Southern Asia Division.
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Ash and Willow

COURTESY OF THE AUTHOR

A TALE OF
TWO KITTENS

What my new pets
taught me about God

y family recently adopted two ador-
able kittens. We named them Ash

and Willow—after the trees—and
my kids, of course, were immediately
obsessed with them, following them
around the house, picking them up, and
trying to snuggle and pet them.

Often when we move to hold them, the
cats scurry out of reach. If we're successful
in our attempts to contain them, they
squirm and writhe until they get free of our
arms and hurry away again. It isn’'t because
we intend to smother the kittens—we sim-
ply feel so much love for our new pets that
we almost can’t help ourselves.

Eventually we noticed that if the kit-
tens are playing or otherwise entertain-
ing themselves, they’'re not at all
interested in being held or petted. But
when they’re sleepy, they almost imme-
diately begin purring when we give them
attention. In fact, sometimes they even
come looking for physical affection, mew-
ing and rubbing against our legs until we
pick them up. When we settle into bed
or on the couch, they often will join us
and will fall asleep snuggling against us.
We just need to be patient and wait for
them to come to us.

How many times have I been like Wil-
low and Ash when God has come looking
to love me? I'm often wrapped up in my
own life, blinders fi mly in place, unin-

terested in anything Christ has come to
offer—so I squirm, I run away, I hide.

But eventually I get tired. This world
wears me down, and I just want someone
to hold me. To tell me I can relax, close
my eyes, and rest. And in those moments
when I go looking for God, He doesn’t
snub me. He doesn’t refuse to hold me
because earlier I ran from Him or because
I got into trouble when I did. No. He
stoops, lifts me gently into His arms, and
holds me.

After a while I may squirm T
to escape His hold again; I
may feel trapped or restless
or curious, and I may forget
why I came to Him in the fi st ST_
place. And He'll let me go.
God in His infinite wisdom
and love lets me jump from
His arms and scamper toward
those things that distract me
so easily, which may or may
not be in my best interest,
and again He waits.

Second Peter 3:9 tells us
that “the Lord is . . . patient”
(NRSV). Psalm 103:8 says He is “compas-
sionate, merciful, patient” (GW);* and
Isaiah 30:18 adds that He “waits to be
gracious” to us (NRSV). In Revelation 3
we get the image of Jesus standing at the
door to our hearts, knocking, waiting to
be admitted (verse 20).

God will not chase us, force us, coerce
us, or beg us to spend our lives with Him.
Instead, He invites us. He waits. He's
patient. And He's there. It's up to us to
choose Him; to allow Him to scoop us up
into His arms and snuggle us. /

*Scripture quotations credited to GW are taken from God’s
Word. Copyright 1995 God's Word to the Nations. Used by
permission of Baker Publishing Group. All rights reserved.

Becky St. Clair is a freelance writer living in Califor-
nia with her husband and three children. She has a
decade of experience in public relations for the
church, and currently writes and copyedits for vari-
ous church entities around the world.

IN PLACE,

UNINTERESTED IN
ANYTHING CHRIST
HAS COME TO OFFER.

I’'M OFTEN WRAPPED
UP IN MY OWN LIFE,
BLINDERS FIRMLY

o )
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Why isn't there a story
about “the good priest”?

BY PATRICIA SMITH
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have recently been contemplating the parable of the good Samar-

itan, a true incident with which Jesus answered a lawyer’s ques-

tion “Who is my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29). Th ough this well-known
story Jesus taught three lessons to His listening audience, lessons
readily understood by honest truth seekers, and lessons sorely
needed right now, in the presence of popular pride and prejudice,
even among many who identify as Christ’s followers.

LESSON 1

Th truths Jesus reemphasized are all taught in the Old Testament,
the only Bible He had, the one He taught, leaving the people “amazed
at his teaching, because he taught as one who had authority, and
not as their teachers of the law” (Matt. 7:28, 29, NIV). His fi stlesson
is against pride, the haughty attitudes of the priest and Levite that
made them superior to other humans. Proverbs 16:5 teaches import-
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ant truth: “The Lord detests all the proud of heart.
Be sure of this: Th y will not go unpunished”
(NIV).In their self-exaltation the religious leaders
despised even people of their own nation, regard-
ing them as of lower status.

Th y despised Jesus, too. His origins were a strike
against Him (John 1:46). Also, He did not follow
their example of shunning some of His own people.
Instead He mingled with them—harlots, publicans,
and sinners—"as one who desired their good.”! Th
leaders’ pride did not allow them to understand
His great mission of mercy to all of humanity. They
had crafted a righteousness of their own that set
aside God’s standards. Th y taught His holy law,
but it was not in their heart to obey its divine prin-

ciples. Jesus taught: “The teachers of the law and
the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. So you must be
careful to do everything they tell you. But do not
do what they do” (Matt. 23:2, 3, NIV). Th ir spiritual
leadership was not worth following.

The example of secular leadership was no bet-
ter. Indeed, the story of King Herod Agrippal, a
decade after Jesus, makes for a major illustration
on the disaster that pride is.

Herod Agrippa I was very angry.? The text
doesn’t say why, but it does indicate with whom—
with the people of Tyre and Sidon, Phoenicians
living along the Mediterranean sea coast north
from Judea (Acts 12). The people of that region
had their own proud heritage of marine skills and
trade, fine earthenware, colonializing North Africa,
and respected cultural stature.

Atthe start of the short Bible story (Acts 12:20-23)
King Herod is still feeling embarrassed at Peter’s
recent escape from prison. Perhaps the king thought
that he had found a positive way to release his
frustrations. He tried to handle a “furious quarrel”
with a great speech that would safely inflate his
pride while winning the argument with the Phoe-
nicians. This would be better than some act of
vicious vengeance against them. So he dressed in
his royal robes one day, went to the place of his
appointment, sat in the seat of importance, and
spoke to the people. Whether it was the beauty of
his voice or the quality of his language, his elo-
quence overwhelmed the crowd, all the more, per-
haps, because he had chosen nice tones or sweet
speech for them instead of cruel acts against them.
The crowd began to shout, “The voice of a god and
not of a man!” (Acts 12:22). In a moment the king
forgot—if he had ever known—the principle that
pride precedes destruction. Flattered by the praise,
he absorbed the glory he thought was his own.
“Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to
God, an angel of the Lord struck him down, and he
was eaten by worms and died” (verse 23, NIV). Th
Lord does not cooperate with human pride, whether
it be with politicians to their public, or preachers
in their pulpits: “God opposes the proud but shows
favor to the humble” (1 Peter 5:5, NIV).

LESSON 2

The second lesson taught by our Master in this
parable is closely related to the fi st. His last word
to the lawyer in regard to the Samaritan, “Go and do
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They were to be protectors of
orphans and single women,
and give their loving care to
foreigners.

likewise,” was a rebuke to the neglect that would let
anyone bypass a wounded person, any victim in
need of help. Pride may not be a visible marker, but
its residence in the mind is revealed in word and
action. The special lament of this story is that it
involves religious leaders whose own Bible or Torah
teaches that vulnerable people must be cared for.
According to the book of Leviticus, their harvest
should leave grain for the poor; the disabled
deserved their care, not their mockery, nor becom-
ing objects of ridicule; their legal judgments were
to be fair to poor and rich (see Lev. 19:9-15); they
were to show respect to the elderly (verse 32).
Particularly relevant to Jesus’ story about a for-
eigner, they were to be kind to strangers, remem-
bering that they themselves used to be strangers
(verses 33, 34). Th y were to be protectors of
orphans and single women, and give their loving
care to foreigners (Deut. 10:18, 19). Ignoring suf-
ferers in their suffering was not part of their train-
ing. It should not have been part of their practice.

LESSON 3

Our third lesson is the truth that the condition
of the heart matters more than the outward
appearance or nationality. This same lesson was
taught to Samuel the prophet as he inspected
Jesse’s sons, in order to choose Israel’s second
king. As he was impressed by Eliab, the Lord told
him, “Do not consider his appearance or his height,
forT'have rejected him. Th Lord does not look at
the things people look at. People look at the out-
ward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart”
(1 Sam. 16:7, NIV).

The true nature of the mind shows up in the
actions, whether good or bad, disobedient or
obedient. John the Baptist had a warning for his
countrymen who thought they were safe because
of their ancestry: “Do not think you can say to
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yourselves, “‘We have Abraham as our father’ I tell
you that out of these stones God can raise up
children for Abraham” (Matt. 3:9).

Tax collectors and harlots were looked down
upon by their own leaders, even though they were
their countrymen and women. Samaritans,
Romans, and other nations were despised because
they were foreign—heathen Gentiles. But Jesus
had no prejudice or hatred for anyone. The good
Samaritan exemplified the meek service of His
own loving example. When he saw the wounded
man on the Jericho road, the Samaritan came
closer. As a foreign traveler himself, he did not
care if the helpless man was a Jew or a Gentile.
All that mattered was that he needed help. Risking
danger to himself, alone in a place known for
bandit attacks, the Samaritan ministered to the
wounded man, put him on his own donkey, and
brought him to the nearest inn, where he cared
for him through the night. The next day, before
continuing his journey, he paid the innkeeper to
continue caring for the injured man, promising to
reimburse him for any further costs. The Samar-
itan was a true neighbor.

This fact was plain to the lawyer listening to
Jesus’ parable. But prejudice held him in its chains.
In answer to Christ’s pointed request to identify
the neighbor he could not say, “The Samaritan.”
Instead, as we say, he beat about the bush with
“He who showed mercy on him.”

The Samaritan, so grudgingly acknowledged,
has left us a godly example to follow, as Jesus
counsels the lawyer: “Go and do likewise.”

I find it interesting that among all of the para-
bles of our Lord, there is none entitled “The Good
Priest” or “The Good Levite” That a widely known
and loved parable of Jesus is called “The Good
Samaritan” by Christians today is a testament to
the truth of this verse in the epistle of James:
“Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will
lift you up” (James 4:10, NIV). /

1Ellen G. White, Gospel Workers (Washington, D.C.: Review and Herald
Pub. Assn., 1915), p. 363.

2The term thumomachon occurs only here in the Greek New Testa-
ment, providing the only instance in the New Testament where English
Bible versions (I reviewed eight of them: ESV, KJV, NASB, NKJV, NET, NIV,
NLT, NRSV) say someone was very angry. Evidently this was unique
anger: the king had taken exceptional offense at something.

3An appropriate rendering of the Greek term thumomachon.

Patricia ). Smith lives in Pioneer, Louisiana, is a second-gener-
ation Seventh-day Adventist, and loves to share God'’s love
through her writing.
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VOICES

lESUS AND PEACE Storms and People Both Need Jesus’ Peace

Whatever peace is, it must be highly important or very attractive or totally necessary—to judge
by how much Jesus wants us to get it: He comes back from the grave, shows up in a room filled
by His followers—cowering together “for fear of the Jewish leaders”—and frightens them dramat-
ically more by getting in without knock or key. He says, “Peace be with you!” They talk for a while,
especially about the physical evidences of His crucifixion. Before He leaves, He says the words of
blessing again, “Peace be with you!” (see John 20:19-21). A week later He repeats the frightening
drama for Thomas'’ sake, showing up unannounced and unadmitted. Thomas has spent the week
disputing last week’s story simply because he wasn’t there when it happened. Jesus greets
everyone again: “Peace to you!” (verse 21). We must really need this peace. And not just us!

JESUS SPEAKS PEACE

to stormy waves: “Peace, be still” (Mark 4:39,
KJV).

to a woman, now healed: “Go in peace” (Mark
5:34, multiple versions).

to His disciples: “Be at peace with one another”
(Mark 9:50, NRSV)

to His disciples about mission strategy: “When
you enter a house, fi st say, ‘Peace to this house’”
(Luke 10:5, NIV).

to a gawking crowd: “When a strong man, fully
armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in
peace” (Luke 11:21, NKJV).

grieving over Jerusalem:

“If you, even you, had only known on this
day what would bring you peace...”
(Luke 19:41, NIV).

Jesus is clearly alien. Regular earthlings figh

and quarrel with anyone, for everything or
nothing at all; even against the claim that we are
contentious, because we so naturally are (James
4:1). To win the fight against the truth that we are
naturally bellicose, we redefine he word “peace,”
as a “nonwarring condition”” The when one
definitio isn’t enough to win, we also carefully
define war” Getting to true peace, the shalom

of Klingbeil’s article (see pp. 48-50) takes great
effort. But thankfully, blessedly, Jesus is willing to
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putin that effort and turn us into lovers of peace,
lovers indeed of Himself, Prince of Peace (Isa.
9:6), because of whose awesome sacrifi e it now
is said: He is our peace (Eph. 2:14).

Between His sacrifi e and His insistent repeti-
tions, the point comes through: everybody must
have this peace. So:

Peter speaks of peace:

It's “the message God sent to the people
of Israel, announcing the good news of
peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord
of all” (Acts 10:36, NIV).

Paul speaks of peace, in blessed introduction
and with minimal variation, to every congregation
or individual his letters address:

to the Romans—Romans 1:7

to the Corinthians, twice—1 Corinthians 1:3;

2 Corinthians 1:2

to the Galatians—Galatians 1:3

to the Ephesians—Ephesians 1:2

to the Philippians—Philippians 1:2

to the Colossians—Colossians 1:2

to the Thessalonian , twice—1 Thessalonian

1:1; 2 Thessalonians 1:

to Timothy, twice—1 Timothy 1:2; 2 Timothy 1:2

to Titus—Titus 1:4

to Philemon—Philemon 3
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JESUS’ PEACE: CONTRADICTED,
CONTRASTED, CONTEXTUALIZED

On Jesus’ birthday the angels already knew what
would happen. Th y were ecstatic. Th y came to
earth singing about it. But then. ..

Angels’ song about peace: “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace” (Luke 2:14, NIV).

Jesus states an apparent contradiction: “Do you
think I came to bring peace on earth? No, I tell you,
but division” (Luke 12:51).

Isaiah lays out the contrast: ‘I have seen what
they do, but I'will heal” “and comfort them, helping
them to mourn and to confess their sins. Peace,
peace to them, both near and far, for I will heal
them all. But those who still reject me are like the
restless sea, which is never still, but always churns
up mire and dirt. The e is no peace, says my God,
for them!” (Isa. 57:18-21, TLB).2

Jesus puts things in context:

“l am leaving you with a gift—
peace of mind and heart! And
the peace | give isn't fragile
like the peace the world gives”
(John 14:27, TLB).

Jesus contextualizes and contrasts again: “In just
a little while I will be gone, and you will see me
no more; but just a little while after that, and you
will see me again! . .. I have told you all this so
that you will have peace of heart and mind. Here
on earth you will have many trials and sorrows;
but cheer up, for I have overcome the world” (John
16:16-33, TLB).

JESUS’ PEACE BENEDICTIONS
Old Testament:

“The Lord bless you and
keep you; the Lord make
his face shine on you
and be gracious to

you; the Lord turn his
face toward you and give
you peace [ shalom]”
(Num. 6:24-26, NIV).

New Testament: “Now may the God of peace, who
through the blood of the eternal covenant brought
back from the dead our Lord Jesus, . . .equip you
with everything good for doing his will, and may
he work in us what is pleasing to him, through
Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen” (Heb. 13:20, 21, NIV). #

1“Peace,” definition 1, DICTIONARY.COM unabridged, based on the Ran-
dom House Unabridged Dictionary, © Random House, Inc., 2022: https://
www.dictionary.com/browse/peace.

2Texts credited to TLB are taken from The Living Bible, copyright © 1971
by Tyndale House Publishers, Wheaton, ILl. Used by permission.
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“THE MOTHER SELDOM
APPRECIATES HER
OWN WORK AND
FREQUENTLY SETS SO
LOW AN ESTIMATE
UPON HER LABOR
THAT SHE REGARDS IT
AS DOMESTIC
DRUDGERY.”

MAKING MOM FAMOUS AGAIN

our mothers for Mother’s Day.
Being a mom is no easy task. Being
amom in 2022 is unlike ever before. Th
demands placed on mothers are continu-
ing to increase, and yet somehow moms
continue to show how amazing they are.

We all have at least one thing in com-
mon—we had a mom bring us into the
world.

Recently, Motherly released the findi gs
of the largest statistically signifi ant sur-
vey of U.S. mothers.

+ Themillennial generation (25-
to 40-year-olds) is the fi st gen-
eration in history where women
are more educated than men.

+ 47 percent of moms contrib-
ute more than half of their
household income.

« 38 percent of moms report
feeling completely burned out.

« 55 percent of stay-at-home
Moms report feeling completely
burned out.

« The number-one reason
women changed or left jobs last year: lack
of child care.

« 25 percent of moms are raising kids
on their own.

Ellen White wrote: “We may safely say
that the distinctive duties of woman are
more sacred, more holy, than those of man.”!

The again she wrote, “[The Christian
mother’s] work, if done faithfully to God,
will be immortalized” and “the Majesty of
heaven will write the name of that faithful
mother in the book of immortal fame.”

The e are countless moms in Scripture
whom we could write pages and pages
about. But there are a few that stand out,
such as Jochebed and Hannah. Thereason

As I write this column, we're honoring
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they stand out for me is that both knew
that they would be able to raise their boys
only for the fi st few years of their lives,
and then they would be raised by wolves
in leadership.

Jochebed was a wife, a mother, and a
slave. She was poor, and yet raised argu-
ably the greatest leader, other than Jesus,
the world has ever known. She raised
Moses to love God and honor the Lord of
Creation before he entered the palace of
Pharaoh and became surrounded by wor-
ship of the creation.

We are told that “she sought to implant
in [Moses’] heart love and loyalty to God.
And faithfully was the work accom-
plished. Those principles of truth that
were the burden of his mother’s teaching
and the lesson of her life, no after infl -
ence could induce Moses to renounce.”®

“The mother seldom appreciates her
own work and frequently sets so low an
estimate upon her labor that she regards
it as domestic drudgery.

“Could the veil be withdrawn and
father and mother see as God sees the
work of the day, and see how His infinit
eye compares the work of the one with
that of the other, they would be aston-
ished at the heavenly revelation.

“While the father has been dealing with
the things which must perish and pass
away, the mother has been dealing with
developing minds and character, working,
not only for time but for eternity /

1 Ellen G. White, The Adventist Home (Nashville: Southern
Pub. Assn., 1979), p. 231.

2 Ellen G. White, in Signs of the Times, Sept. 13, 1877.

3 Ellen G. White, Education (Mountain View, Calif.: Pacific
Press Pub. Assn., 1903), p. 61.

“ E. G. White, in Signs of the Times, Sept. 13, 1877.

Jared Thurmon is a consultant for Adventist Review
Ministries.
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Andrews Bible
Commentary

The Adventist standard for the next generation

Andrew
L_omiment

Adventist Book Center: 800-765-6955

Andrews University Press:
800-467-6369 or
universitypress.andrews.edu

= Now complete intworich
and concise volumes

10 years in the making

Written by 60
Adventist scholars

Edited by Angel Manuel

Rodriguez, former director
of the General Conference
Biblical Research Institute

“The Andrews Bible Commentary
is a monumental work produced
by outstanding theologians and
scholars in a readable, inspirational
style that is understandable for the
average person. It reveals hidden

gems of inspiration as well as deep

theological insights. My preaching,
teaching and writing will
be much richer because
of this valuable tool.”

Mark Finley, world evangelist
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