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I appreciated the many wonder-
ful articles in the June Adventist 
Review.

I am so sorry to hear about 
the death of Gayle Tucker. We 
pray the Lord will comfort Mike 
Tucker with our glorious hope of 
the soon return of Jesus, when 
he shall see his dear wife again.

It was good to read about the 
decision to place the Nathan 
Greene painting of the second 
coming of Christ in every 
academy and division office.

I also want to comment on 

the editorial by Bill Knott, 
“Armchair Religion.” I agree with 
him that there should be no 
excuse for people not going to 
church. Nevertheless, let’s keep 
in mind that those who are sick 
are happy to be able to watch 
the worship services from Loma 
Linda and Andrews University, 
and many other programs 
during the Sabbath. What a 
blessing for those who are 
incapacitated, sick, or facing 
inclement weather. His points 
are very clear, and one cannot 

afford to skip church services 
and miss the blessings of 
fellowship with the saints, Bible 
study, praise, and the Word of 
God brought to you by your 
pastor, which enhance the 
Christian experience.

When we visited Walla Walla, 
Washington, Blue Mountain TV 
was a real blessing. Not only 
could you watch a live service, 
but you could also listen to the 
rebroadcasting of the service 
during another day of the week. 
Hope Channel, LLUBN, 3ABN, and 
Blue Mountain are not a 
substitute for the hope alive in 
our local church, but additional 
blessings to those in need!

Leo Ranzolin, Sr.
Estero, Florida

COUNTRY LIVING
Several of May’s articles take a 
noncommittal stance on country 
living that I don’t find in their 
cited source material. I encour-
age families who are planning for 
children to read the book 
Country Living and explore the 
issue for themselves.

Erik Eskildsen
West Bloomfield, Michigan

FOUR GEMS
Four articles in the June 
Adventist Review seem to be to 
be closely linked together.

The first two, McChesney’s 

RUTH A. EDWARDS, OAK HARBOR, WASHINGTON

GOOD STUFF IN JUNE
The June issue was one of the best 
issues to date. I have marked so 
many of the articles to retain and 
share with others that it was 
almost pointless—I just need to 
give them the entire issue. 
Heart-touching articles about 
my friends Mike and Gayle 
Tucker, a wonderful testi-
mony written by Sharon 
Tennyson, stories about the 
impact of The Great Contro-
versy, and “Living Stones,” by 
Richard Martin, really spoke to my heart.

Keep up the great work. We need to find a 
way to get every issue of this magazine into the hands and 
hearts of every Seventh-day Adventist family.

Jere Webb
Eagle, Idaho
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obituary of Gayle Tucker, and 
Mike Tucker’s reflections on his 
grief, obviously are. Jill Morikone 
deals with the same pain in 
“Feelings Versus Faith,” yet 
reminding us that we may do our 
duty in spite of the awful sense 
of emptiness. That joyful doing 
for others is described on the 
very next page we read on 
94-year-old Judy Olson, who is 
still sewing dresses and shirts for 
orphaned children, “averaging 
two or three a day.” Even after 
the bleakness of tragedy, life 
goes on and “joy comes in the 
morning.”

Ruth A. Edwards
Oak Harbor, Washington

THANKS FOR THE THE MEMORIES
I read with interest “Never Too 
Old,” about 94-year-old Judy 
Olson in the June 2016 issue and 
admire her for the dedication 
and energy she pours into 
making dresses for orphans. My 
heart gave a start when I read 
the name of her husband, Orley, 
and realized I had a connection 
with this couple.

I could not have been more 
than two or three years old at 
the time, but I remember in the 
early 1950s, sitting on Orley’s lap 
at the dinner table of Arthur and 
Virginia Hallock in Wichita, 
Kansas. Orley was trying very 
diligently to persuade me to use 

SYLVIA STARK, DAYTON, TENNESSEE

WRONG BIRD

Why did you illustrate the crow story in KidsView with a black-billed 
magpie? You will probably hear from a lot of Western kids who know 
the difference.

Mary Lou Peckham

As this story took place in Africa, our designer searched for an 
African crow. The crow pictured is an African Pied Crow widely seen 
on the continent of Africa.—KidsView editor.

YAY, KIDSVIEW!

I have an 11-year-old grandson who doesn’t come from an Adventist 
background. He goes to church with me most Sabbaths and loves it. 
I give him KidsView from my Adventist Review each month and he 
loves it, too. He looks forward to getting it, and reads it cover to 
cover as soon as he gets it. Thank you. Keep printing it!

Jim Smith, via e-mail

SURPRISE SIGHT!

Greetings from Loma Linda where my husband and I have resided 
since 1960. What a surprise to read Sharon Tennyson’s “Fixing Knees 
and Planting Seeds” in the June 2016 Adventist Review, saying she 
got married in the Lahaina Seventh-day Adventist Church. We just 
returned from a 12-day holiday in Hawaii. While visiting Maui we 
happened to pass by the attractive Lahaina church!

Dorothy Zane, via E-mail

my right hand instead of my left. 
It didn’t take; at 67-years-old I am 
still happily and helplessly 
left-handed. But all through the 
intervening years I have gotten a 

chuckle any time I have thought 
back to that incident.

Thanks for the memory!
Sylvia Stark
Dayton, Tennessee
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The Washington Adventist University School of Graduate and Professional 
Studies (SGPS) has been accommodating the needs of health care professionals 
and other working adults for more than 30 years.

Accelerated evening programs beginning at 6 p.m., including: 

– Health Care Administration (BS, MA)

– Nursing Education (MS)

– Nursing and Business Leadership (MS)

– RN to MSN Degree

WASHINGTON ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY
7600 Flower Avenue  |  Takoma Park, Maryland  20912 

301-891-4092  |  www.wau.edu

mind•ful
    of my needs

Tynisha Kadiri 
Recently earned her MSN in 
Nursing and Business Leadership 
and has been accepted into a 
doctorate program.

“ Th e supportive environment at 
Washington Adventist University 
makes it possible to juggle work 
and family responsibilities while 
earning a degree. I appreciate that 
the university was mindful of my 
needs. It allowed me to work, take 
care of my husband and three 
children, and still achieve my 
educational goals and secure a 
better future for my family.”

School of Graduate and Professional Studies
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4,200 BAPTIZED IN SOUTHERN PERU
ADVENTISTS REACT TO TERRORIST ATTACKS
ADRA DELIVERS AID TO DROUGHT-STRICKEN COLOMBIA
SEXUALITY DISCUSSED AT U.N. CONFERENCE
RUSSIA MOVES TO LIMIT MISSION ACTIVITY

LATEST NEWS AT ADVENTISTREVIEW.ORG

AFTER RWANDA COMES ROMANIA  
AND FORMER SOVIET UNION
MAJOR EVANGELISTIC MEETINGS PLANNED FOR 2017

BY ANDREW MCCHESNEY

After historic evangelistic  
  meet ings in Rwanda, Sev-

enth-day Adventist Church leaders 
are preparing for a major series that 
will be held in early 2017 across 
Romania and much of the former 
Soviet Union.

Evangelistic meetings will be 
held at 2,000 to 2,500 sites across 
Romania, part of the Inter-Euro-
pean Division, from February 10 to 
25, church leaders said. In addition, 
hundreds of sites will operate on 
the territory of the neighboring 

Euro-Asia Division, which encom-
passes Russia, 11 other former 
Soviet republics, and Afghanistan, 
in February and March, depending 
on weather -related factors.

“I will pray that this massive To-
tal Member Involvement evangelis-
tic outreach will be blessed by God 
beyond imagination and the latter 
rain will fall,” said Adventist Church 
president Ted N. C. Wilson. 

To prepare for the meetings, Wil-
son met with Romania’s 400 Adven-
tist pastors, as well as representa-

tives of the church’s Inter-European 
Division and Euro-Asia Division, in 
a conference center nestled in the 
scenic mountains of Transylvania 
in June. Church leaders focused 
heavily on Total Member Involve-
ment, the active participation of 
each church member in inviting 
people to Jesus.

Total Member Involvement 
proved key to the success of the 
May 13-28 evangelistic meetings 
at 2,227 sites in Rwanda, church 
leaders say. About 100,000 people 
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have been baptized as a result 
of those meetings, expanding 
the church’s membership in the 
African country to more than 
818,000 people.

The Adventist Church has 
66,385 members worshipping in 
about 1,100 churches in Romania, 
according to the most recent 
figures compiled by the world 
church’s Office of Archives, Sta-
tistics, and Research.

The 2017 evangelistic meet-
ings will echo and build on the 
Rwandan experience. As in 
Rwanda, employees of the Gen-
eral Conference, the adminis-
trative body of the Adventist 
world church, and other church 
workers will be invited to join 
several thousand local pastors 
and lay members in preaching 
at sites in Romania and the for-
mer Soviet Union, said Duane 

McKey, special assistant for the 
General Conference president 
for Total Member Involvement 
and director of the Sabbath 
School and Personal Ministries 
Department of the Adventist 
world church.

Wilson, who intends to lead a 
set of evangelistic meetings in 
Romania, as he did in Rwanda, 
met at the Romanian presiden-
tial palace in Bucharest with 
two senior state officials: Sergiu 
Nistor, presidential counselor for 
culture, religious affairs, and na-
tional centennial activities; and 
Diana Lorena Păun, state coun-
selor on public health.

“The meeting represented an 
opportunity to get acquainted, 
to acknowledge existing co-
operation between the pres-
idential administration, public 
authorities, and the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church, and to discuss 
aspects that are important for 
Romanian Adventist believers,” 
said Dragoș Mușat, director of 
public affairs and religious lib-
erty for the Adventist Church in 
Romania.

At the meeting Nistor ex-
pressed his appreciation for the 
ongoing development of Adven-
tist educational and health-care 
systems in the country, and spoke 
specifically about plans to build 
Romania’s first Adventist hospi-
tal, the local church said in an 
e-mailed statement. Church lead-
ers hope to unveil the plans for 
the hospital in Târgu-Mureș in 
the near future. 

1,000 
CHURCHES 
FOR 
RWANDA
ADVENTIST CHURCH AND 
ASI ASSIST NEW BELIEVERS
BY ANDREW MCCHESNEY

The Seventh-day Adventist world 
church is teaming up with 

Adventist-laymen’s Services and 
Industries (ASI) to build 1,000 
churches to accommodate the 
100,000 people baptized during 
recent evangelistic meetings in 
Rwanda, and it wants your help.

Total Member Involvement—the 
active participation of church mem-
bers in sharing Jesus with their 
neighbors—has been credited for 
the historic number of baptisms 
in Rwanda. Now Adventists world-
wide can help retain the new 

SABBATH LAWSUIT FILED
The U.S. Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission, a 
government watchdog, has 
filed a religious discrimination 
lawsuit against North Carolina 
cement producer Greenville 
Ready Mix Concrete, saying it 
required a newly baptized 
Seventh-day Adventist 

employee to work on Sabbath 
and fired him when he 
declined. The government’s 
lawsuit on behalf of truck 
driver Michael Cole serves as a 
warning that employers need 
to respect employees’ right to 
worship, said government 
lawyer Lynette A. Barnes.
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FIRST ADVENTIST  
CHURCH IN NAURU
Construction has begun on the first 
Adventist church building on the South 
Pacific island of Nauru after the church 
acquired a 99-year lease on a plot of 
land. The Adventist Church has 32 
members on Nauru, and they are 
thrilled about the prospect of worship-
ping in their own sanctuary, the South 
Pacific Adventist Record reported.

members by getting involved in 
providing them with places to 
worship, said Duane McKey, a key 
organizer of the May 13-28 evan-
gelistic meetings.

“After 100,000 baptisms, the 
best thing that the world church 
can do to help guarantee reten-
tion is to help provide new mem-
bers with church homes,” said 
McKey, who oversees the world 
church’s Total Member Involve-
ment program.

“Church members, churches, or 
Sabbath School classes around 
the world can build a One-Day 
Church for a donation of $3,000,” 
McKey said. “People can donate 
any part of this amount: half a 
church, a third of a church, and 
so on.”

Hesron R. Byilingiro, president 
of the Adventist Church in Rwanda, 
said the plan was to have no more 

than 300 members in each new 
church. “I appeal to everybody who 
is part of the family of God to sup-
port us in any way fit,” he said.

McKey said it costs $3,000 to 
manufacture and ship a One-Day 
Church kit to Rwanda from the 
United States. In Rwanda, the 
churches will be assembled by a 
team of experts from neighboring 
Uganda. ASI, which helped create 
the popular One-Day Church in 
2008, will cover the expenses on 
the ground.

Each newly built church will be 
presented with ASI’s New Begin-
nings DVD sermons as well as DVD 
players, generators, and projectors 
from last month’s evangelistic 
meetings, allowing it to continue 
the momentum by leading its own 
meetings, McKey said.

“It will not be long until the 
church will be more than full,” he 

said. “The motto in Rwanda is: ‘Each 
one, reach one, lose none, disciple 
all.’ This is what Total Member In-
volvement is all about. Total Mem-
ber Involvement is about God’s 
people everywhere being involved 
everywhere, all doing something, 
including in Rwanda.”

WHAT YOU CAN DO
Offerings should be marked 

“One-Day Church Rwanda” and 
mailed to:

Donation Cashier 
General Conference of 

Seventh-day Adventists
12501 Old Columbia Pike 
Silver Spring, MD 20904

Adventist Mission has set up 
a page for receiving online dona-
tions for the Rwanda One-Day Church 
project: giving.adventistmission.
org/tmi. 
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IN ISRAEL, 21 BAPTIZED 
IN SEA OF GALILEE
COURAGE OF FORMER MUSLIMS PRAISED

A group of 21 people comprised  
  of mainly Jews and one Arab 

was baptized in the Sea of Galilee 
during a rare large baptism led by 
five local pastors. Several hundred 
people gathered on the shore of 
the Sea of Galilee to witness the 
baptisms after a sermon by evan-
gelist Mark Finley.

Jews who join the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church often come from 
Russian, Ethiopian, and other back-
grounds, and those baptized on June 
18 were no exception, said Roger 
Robertsen, leader of Seventh-day 
Adventists in Israel. Several other 
candidates represented “the inter-
national flavor of Israel,” and one 
was a former Muslim, he said.

“We have just restarted our work 
among Muslims, and this is the third 
baptized so far this year,” Robertsen 
told Adventist Review. “More are on 

their way to the Lord and the church. 
On Sabbath, following pastor Mark 
Finley’s appeal at the end of his ser-
mon, two more expressed their in-
tention to be baptized.”

Robertsen praised the courage 
of the former Muslims who have 
taken a stand for Jesus. “These are 
people who make their decision 
knowing that it may cost them fam-
ily relationships, friends, and even 
their life,” he said. “So decisions 
like these are solid and sometimes 
have a high price attached to them.”

The large baptism is rare be-
cause the Adventist Church usually 
tries to keep baptisms more per-
sonal and avoid the cacophony of 
multiple interpretations and 
simultaneous singing in various 
languages in a country in which 
Adventist congregations worship 
in English, Russian, Romanian, 

Hebrew, Amharic, Arabic, and Span-
ish, among other languages.

But an exception was made last 
Sabbath, because “from time to 
time it is good to be together, as 
it has a unifying factor to it,” Rob-
ertsen said.

The last large baptism occurred 
on July 12, 2014, when a local church 
baptized 21 people.

With the latest baptisms, the Ad-
ventist Church has 731 members wor-
shipping in 20 local congregations 
and groups scattered all over Israel, 
most of them in the Tel Aviv area.

The Adventist Church, meanwhile, 
has been looking for new ways to 
grow in Israel, a place where tradi-
tional methods of evangelism such 
as public meetings and the distri-
bution of literature are challenging. 
The most recent baptisms come 
about only through the conviction 
of the Holy Spirit and the work of 
church members, Robertsen said.

“These have been converted be-
cause of the working of the Spirit 
and the personal efforts by pas-
tors and members,” he said.

The Adventist Church is also pre-
paring to open the Haifa Life Hope 
Center, a vegetarian restaurant and 
community center that it hopes will 
become a so-called center of influ-
ence to share the gospel in down-
town Haifa, Israel. Two congregations 
already meet in the complex located 
on two adjacent properties.

Subscribe to the Israel Field’s 
newsletter by e-mailing roger.rob-
ertsen@netvision.net.il and writing, 
“I would like to subscribe to the Is-
rael Field newsletter” in the body. 

CANADA HIRES ADRA
Canadian authorities have 
hired the local branch of 
the Adventist Develop-
ment and Relief Agency 
(ADRA) to collect and 
distribute donations to 
those affected by a 
devastating wildfire that 
prompted the evacuation 
of the city of Fort 

McMurray in May. ADRA 
Canada has received a 
grant of C$1 million 
(US$771,000) from the 
Alberta government to 
manage and distribute 
goods from a warehouse 
in Edmonton, about 235 
miles (380 kilometers) 
south of Fort McMurray.
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NEWSBRIEFS
THE ADVENTIST CHURCH has struck an agreement with authorities of 
Monterrey, Mexico, to help promote a healthy lifestyle to the city’s 1.1 million 
residents by dispatching literature evangelists to every home. Literature 
evangelists received special ID badges to go house to house to survey 
residents as part of a city health program and also to offer health books for 
sale.

ADVENTIST CHURCH-OWNED HOPE CHANNEL has debuted on 
free-to-air television to New Zealand’s entire population of 4.5 million people 
after initially broadcasting via satellite since September 2015. “This means 
every home in New Zealand with a television can now watch the channel for 
free,” said Paul Hopson, coordinator of Hope Channel New Zealand.

STUDENTS FROM WASHINGTON ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY cleaned 
streets, painted houses, and conducted a health screening clinic in Havana, 
Cuba. A group of 11 student and faculty volunteers painted 20 homes and 
treated 186 people at the health screening clinic during their 10-day visit.

LINCOLN EDWARDS, a pharmacologist and dental surgeon, has been elected 
president of Adventist-owned Northern Caribbean University in Mandeville, 
Jamaica. Edwards, a native of Jamaica and graduate of the University of the West 
Indies and Loma Linda University, was to leave his position as associate 
professor at the University of Texas Health Sciences Center’s School of Dentistry 
in Houston to replace Trevor Gardner, who is retiring, in late August.

MORE THAN 350 PEOPLE HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED as a result of a soup 
kitchen that feeds people in a community park in Panama City, Panama. The 
soup kitchen, which women’s ministry leaders opened in January 2016, feeds 
more than 300 people every Sunday in Parque La Concepción.

AN ADVENTIST PASTOR represented the Adventist Church at a celebration 
of Queen Elizabeth II’s ninetieth birthday in St. Paul’s Cathedral in London. 
Richard Daly, who pastors the Croydon church in London and served as one of 
60 volunteer chaplains during the 2012 Summer Olympics there, joined about 
50 members of the royal family and 2,000 other dignitaries at the national 
service of thanksgiving on June 10, 2016.

FIVE LOCAL ADVENTIST CHURCHES have offered free funerals after 49 
people were killed in a mass shooting in Orlando, Florida, on June 12. “We see 
this as an opportunity for us to serve and show compassion in this time of 
crisis,” said Geoff Patterson, senior pastor of the Forest Lake church, which is 
located about 20 miles from Orlando.
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U.S. INMATES RECEIVE 
ANDREWS STUDY BIBLES
ANDREWS UNIVERSITY PRESS PARTNERS  
WITH ADVENTIST PRISON MINISTRIES
BY SAMUEL J. FRY AND BECKY ST. CLAIR

Andrews University Press noticed  
  something unusual in 2011: 

A woman in Wyoming was purchas-
ing scores of copies of the Andrews 
Study Bible at full retail price of 
about $70 each.

Surprised that someone could 
afford so many Bibles, the staff at 
the academic publishing house in 
Berrien Springs, Michigan, sought 
to learn more.

It turned out that the Bibles were 
going to Judy Mackie and her non-
profit organization Binding Broken 

Hearts, a prison correspondence 
ministry that covers 389 facilities 
in 34 United States, and is one of 
the fastest growing prison minis-
tries in the country.

“When we learned about her 
ministry and that she was sending 
these Bibles out to inmates in pris-
ons, we arranged for her to receive 
quantity discounts,” said Ronald 
Knott, director of Andrews Univer-
sity Press. “But we were still amazed 
that she was able to raise the money 
to order the quantities she was.”

As efforts to reach inmates have 
flourished, the price for the Bible 
has continued to come down. At 
the specific request of another 
prison ministries director, Andrews 
University Press began publishing 
a one-color, large-print edition that 
is available exclusively for prison 
ministry use in bulk for less than 
$20.

Part of the annual offering 
received at the Adventist-laymen’s 
Services and Industries (ASI) 
national convention in Phoenix, 
Arizona, in August will support the 
distribution of the prison ministry 
edition of the Andrews Study Bible 
and other materials by Binding Bro-
ken Hearts.

Mackie, one of the first people 
to order an Andrews Study Bible 
when it was first released in June 
2010, said she saw its immediate 
value for her ministry. The Bible’s 
study materials make it one of the 
most comprehensive resources to 
be published in a single volume in 
the Adventist world. Mackie began 
buying regular retail editions of 
the Bible to send out to inmates 
from her small church at the foot 
of the Bighorn Mountains in Buf-
falo, Wyoming.

A BEAUTIFUL BIBLE
The inspiration for Binding Bro-

ken Hearts originated in 2009 while 
Mackie studied the Bible with a 
female inmate at the Johnson 
County Jail in Buffalo, Wyoming. 
The inmate stroked the leather 
cover of Mackie’s study Bible and 
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said, “This is the most beautiful 
thing I have ever seen.”

“The comment shook me,” Mackie 
said. “It was the first time I’d real-
ized that these women had never 
seen, much less owned, a beauti-
ful Bible.”

Some people might question 
the wisdom of distributing a bonded 
leather Bible that costs the equiv-
alent of several cheap paperback 
Bibles. But Mackie said the beau-
tiful Andrews Bibles instill a sense 
of value in inmates.

“These Bibles tell inmates they 
have value, which matters a lot, 
as they are mostly shunned by 
society and forgotten by their 
families,” she said. “We get letter 
after letter expressing their joy 
and thankfulness that someone 
cares. Most of all, they express 
the thought that maybe God hasn’t 
forgotten them either.”

Inmates who request a Bible are 
placed on a mailing list and receive 
a personalized letter with Bible 
studies every three weeks. Mackie 
said that more than half the in-
mates who receive their letters 
share them with their cellmates, 
who eagerly request letters and 
studies for themselves. Inmates 
who receive letters may write back 
requesting an Andrews Study Bible 
—and most do.

While Mackie was sending out 
Bibles from Wyoming, the necessity 
of a less-expensive edition of the 
Andrews Study Bible designed spe-
cifically for use in prison ministries 
was noted by Dan Preas, leader of 

a group of Adventist prison minis-
try volunteers, who regularly visits 
the Walla Walla State Penitentiary 
in Walla Walla, Washington.

“We began to have Bible-based 
studies and attendance grew from 
one to almost 40, and we now have 
five nightly studies each week with 
hundreds of inmates attending,” 
Preas said. “Our greatest need was 
large-print Bibles. As a chaplain, I 
was given a small stipend. I deter-
mined that that money was going 
to buy Bibles.”

ESPECIALLY FOR INMATES
In 2014 Preas asked Andrews 

University Press to design the one-
color edition with large print that 
would be useful to inmates and 
accepted by prison authorities. 
While Andrews University Press 
worked on the proposed design, 
Preas raised the money and or-
dered 5,000 copies for volunteers 
to deliver personally to inmates in 
their visits for Bible study.

Meanwhile, Andrews University 
Press alerted Mackie about the 
plans for a prison ministry edition. 
“We notified Judy, and she was im-
mediately excited,” Knott said.

She added 1,300 copies to Preas’ 
order and distributed those quickly. 
In spring 2015 she ordered 5,000 
more and had sent them out by 
February this year. This month she 
has already placed an order with 
Andrews for another 5,000.

The design of the prison min-
istry Andrews Study Bible is con-
ducive to meeting the strict reg-

ulations that govern what objects 
may be admitted inside correc-
tional facilities. The Bible features 
a soft bonded leather cover with 
large print. Many prisons have poor 
lighting, and vision care is often 
not a high priority in prisons, so 
the large-print edition is much 
more readable.

This special edition includes al-
most all the regular features of the 
retail editions of the Andrews Study 
Bible, including more than 12,000 
study notes, a linked-reference 
system highlighting the great teach-
ings of the Christian faith, center 
column references, maps, a Bible 
reading plan, an annotated theme 
index and a concordance. These 
features—originally designed to 
help those with limited access to 
study resources—are well suited 
to aiding inmates, who often lack 
basic Bible study tools, prison min-
istry leaders said.

“If you could just see the faces 
of some of the inmates who have 
received the Andrews Study Bibles, 
your heart would melt,” Preas said. 
“The study notes are so helpful to 
those who have little Bible knowl-
edge. For many this is the only gift 
they have ever received.” For every 
Bible sent to inmates, Mackie es-
timates that at least two requests 
are received.

“Our God is able to provide all 
these Bibles and more,” Mackie 
said. “We are determined to con-
tinue to move forward, and we will 
keep sending Bibles and letters as 
funds come in.” 

NO TO SABBATH PLEA
An Indian court has 
rejected an Adventist 
petition to reschedule 
exams from Saturday, 
citing a lack of biblical 
evidence that Saturday is 
Sabbath, and the fact that 
the Indian government 
does not recognize 

Sabbath on its list of 
official festivals.

The church’s South 
Central India Union, 
which filed the petition, 
has vowed to appeal the 
June 15 ruling of the top 
court in Bengaluru.
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Charles D. Brooks, one of the 
foremost Seventh-day Adven-

tist evangelists of the twentieth 
century, who died in June, realized 
his calling to evangelism at the 
age of 17.

Brooks, better known as C. D. 
Brooks, was attending summer 
meetings by Adventist evangelist 
Earl E. Cleveland in his hometown 
of Greensboro, North Carolina. 
Brooks had just graduated from 
high school and was planning to 
study dentistry in the fall.

“Two Sabbaths before Cleveland 
closed, I was sitting in his tent by 
myself on a beautiful sunny day, 
and an overmastering impression 
came from the Lord that said to 
me, ‘This is what I want you to do, 
and I will help you to make truth 
clear,’ Brooks told the Adventist 
Review in 2006.

Brooks shook off the impression 
to become an evangelist as a “stray 
thought,” but it came again as he 
walked the mile from the bus stop 

to his home in the dark that night. 
His first thought upon wakening 
on Sunday morning was to become 
an evangelist, and he had the im-
pression again on Monday. Finally 
on Tuesday he told his mother.

“I didn’t know the power of a 
mother’s prayers,” Brooks said. 
“Mother said these words to me: 
‘Son, when you were born, I gave 
you to the Lord. Now He’s calling 
you.’ Wouldn’t you think she would 
have shouted, or shed tears, or 
something? She did none of that. 
She went on about her business, 
running a household and serving 
the Lord. And from that moment I 
have never looked back.”

Brooks, who disclosed earlier 
this year that he had been diag-
nosed with pancreatic cancer, died 
on June 5 at his home in Laurel, 
Maryland. He was 85.

Ted N. C. Wilson, president of the 
Adventist world church, paid trib-
ute to Brooks as “an eminent and 
much-loved senior statesman in 

REMEMBERING C. D. BROOKS
ADVENTIST EVANGELIST DIES AT 85

BY ANDREW MCCHESNEY
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the Seventh-day Adventist Church.”
“He was a highly dedicated and 

successful evangelist and biblical 
preacher,” Wilson said. “Elder Brooks 
loved the Lord, His prophetic church, 
and the Advent message.”

Daniel R. Jackson, president of 
the North American Division, said 
he had watched Brooks with ad-
miration as he walked the halls of 
the division, which shares its head-
quarters with the headquarters of 
the General Conference in Silver 
Spring, Maryland. Brooks was ap-
pointed chaplain of the North Amer-
ican Division in 2013.

“He was a great preacher and 
one of God’s true saints,” Jackson 
said. “I have watched him walk the 
halls of our office and used to re-
peat in my head, ‘He is a prince 
among men.’ ”

HOSPITAL AWAKENING
Charles Decatur Brooks was born 

on July 24, 1930, outside Greens-
boro, North Carolina, the tenth child 
of Marvin and Mattie Brooks.

Six months later his mother 
learned about the seventh-day 
Sabbath while lying on what she 
thought was her deathbed after 
an unsuccessful surgery. A bright 
light filled her hospital room 
at night, and a voice said, 
“Mattie, I want you to keep 
My commandments,” C. D. 
Brooks said in the 2006 
interview.

Mattie Brooks, a faithful 
Methodist and the daughter 
of a pastor, was confused.

“Lord, which one am I not 
keeping?” she said.

She heard no answer. But 
suddenly the fourth command-
ment sprang to mind: “Remem-
ber the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy” (Ex. 20:8, NKJV).*

Mattie Brooks made a mi-
raculous recovery and began 
keeping the seventh-day Sab-
bath in her home from mid-
night Friday to midnight Sat-
urday. She knew of no other 

Sabbathkeepers for the next 10 
years.

Her Methodist minister and oth-
ers church members tried to dis-
suade her from keeping the Satur-
day Sabbath. But when the head 
deacon saw that she would not 
change her mind, he presented her 
with a wrapped copy of The Great 
Controversy, by Adventist Church 
cofounder Ellen G. White. Young C. 
D. Brooks opened the package with 
a pair of scissors, and his mother 
read it with great interest.

When C. D. Brooks was 10, a Sev-
enth-day Adventist literature evan-
gelist knocked on the family’s door 
with some books. The very next 
Sabbath the family worshipped in 
an Adventist church for the first 
time. Brooks recalled that a large 
copy of the Ten Commandments 
had hung on the wall of the church, 
and that it had left a big impres-
sion on him.

Brooks never looked back after 
he felt impressed to become an 
evangelist at the age of 17. With 
unexpected financial support from 
his father, who previously had not 
showed interest in the Adventist 
message, Brooks enrolled in 
Adventist-operated Oakwood 

College (now Oakwood University) 
in Huntsville, Alabama, and com-
pleted four years of studies there.

“LOVING YET 
UNCOMPROMISING”

Brooks led eight- to 10-week 
evangelistic meetings for the next 
dozen years in Delaware, Penn-
sylvania, New Jersey, and Ohio. 
He then accepted an administra-
tive position as general field sec-
retary of the Columbia Union Con-
ference, but continued to lead 
major evangelistic meetings in 
such big cities as Chicago, Cleve-
land, and Philadelphia.

In 1971 Brooks became a general 
field secretary of the General Con-
ference, the administrative body 
of the Adventist world church, but 
still led evangelistic meetings, even-
tually traveling to six continents.

“I didn’t want to go to Antarctica 
because there was no one to preach 
to,” he said.

In 1974 Brooks was asked to be 
the founding speaker for Breath 
of Life, a television ministry being 
developed for African American 
viewers. In that role Brooks led 
three or four evangelistic cam-
paigns every year, establishing 15 

congregations.
Brooks retired from active 

ministry in 1996 because of 
health issues, but kept office 
hours at the General Confer-
ence for years. 

In 2007 Oakwood Univer-
sity named its Bradford-Cleve-
land-Brooks Leadership Cen-
ter in honor of him, Earl E. 
Cleveland, and Charles Brad-
ford, former president of the 
North American Division.

C. D. Brooks is survived by 
his wife of 63 years, Walterene; 
two children, Charles “Skip” 
Jr., and Diedre; and three 
grandchildren. 
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Holy Bible, 

Old Testament Exodus I-XVIII-Commentaries, The 
Anchor Bible 

Common English Bible

Cry Justice: The Bible Speaks on Hunger and Poverty

Gospel Workers 

A Black Theology of Liberation

The Social Sources of Denominationalism, 

Ibid

Many Colors: Cultural Intelligence for a Changing 
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Seventh-day Adventists 
Believe

Church Growth From an African American Perspective 

Canaan Land: A Religious History of African Ameri-
cans 

Tim Nixon

 AUGUST  2016 | ADVENTIST REVIEW 23



24 ADVENTIST REVIEW | AUGUST  2016

 

BY PETER N. LANDLESS
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Consuming Faith: Integrating Who We Are With What 
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Holy Bible, New 
Living Translation, 

Old Testament Ethics for the People of God

Patriarchs and Prophets 

Ibid., 

Nathan Brown
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LISTENING IMPORTANCE
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Delbert W. Baker

LISTENING BECOMES 
MORE DIFFICULT AS 
WE GROW OLDER.
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JOY MARIE BUTLER
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Joy Marie Butler 

To see the video, visit 
AdventistReview.org/ARtv.
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Patriarchs and Prophets

Ellen G. White

Seeing those who are marginalized from His perspective
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ELLEN G. WHITE
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Money can be a curse or 

a blessing. It depends on 

how we use it.

JULIAN ARCHER
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WEALTH: A BLESSING 
OR CURSE?
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CRUNCHING THE NUMBERS

Harijan
Evangelism 

Christian Service

Julian Archer Help! I’ve Been Blessed!
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FAST-FOOD MEAL

MONTHLY RENT,  
APARTMENT (480 SQ. FT.)

MONTHLY TICKET,  
PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

VISIT TO THE DOCTOR
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Jimmy Phillips

WE DON’T HAVE 
TO REINVENT 
THE WHEEL.
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THINGS TO DO

Gift cards:

Clothing: 

42 ADVENTIST REVIEW | AUGUST  2016



Sanitizing supplies: 

Conversation:

Care packages: 

Education: 

Bus passes: 

diff

fi

THE REST OF MY STORY

Derrick Lea
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BY SANDRA BLACKMER
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Students at Kingsway Preparatory 
School in Londiani, Kenya, draw water 
from their new well. 

The number of students 
at Kingsway Preparatory 
School has grown from 
just a few in 2008 to the 
224 currently enrolled. 

Before the Busl family and Heritage 
Health Food provided the well, staff 
and students got their water from 
this rainwater collection system, as 
well as by hand carrying water from a 
creek 2 kilometers from the school. 

A typical classroom at Kingsway Preparatory School, 
where HHF financially supported the digging of a well
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MISSION CONNECTION

HHF president Don Otis signs the contract 
with Kellogg Company to purchase 
Worthington Foods. 
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Sandra Blackmer Adventist Review.
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BY BILL KNOTT

The Family Medical Clinic is centrally located in 
a Hayden, Idaho strip mall where community 
residents can easily walk in for medical care.
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Dr. Andrew Roquiz and Dr. John Torquato 
debrief about the previous day’s patients.
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Morning prayer is a key component of 
the Family Medical Clinic practice. Ruthie 
Rodriguez, Michelle Maier and Erik Kelly pray 
for patients.
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Andrew Roquiz and Michelle Maier stop to 
visit in the lab during a short break between 
patients.
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Bill Knott 
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Andrew Roquiz and Malanie 
Tangunan were married in 
Orlando, Florida on July 24.



I have been reading with interest 
about the Adventist emphasis on 

health. Do people outside the Adventist 
Church recognize the benefits of our health 
approach?

“Live like a Seventh Day Adventist. 
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U.S. News & World Report, 
The Story of Our Health Message 

Diet, Life Expectancy, and Chronic Disease: Studies of 
Seventh-day Adventists and Other Vegetarians

Time,
National Geographic, 

Peter N. Landless, 
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RUGGED TERRAIN

MARK A. KELLNER
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EMBRACING THE CHALLENGE
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MISSION WITH PURPOSE
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Mark A. Kellner Adventist Review.
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Hyveth Williams

TO GO OUT AS 
LAMBS AMONG 

WOLVES IS A  
SACRED MISSION.



We asked Seventh-day Adventists about their passion, and what they do—or 
would love to do—about it. The range of answers may surprise you.—Editors.

PASSION: 

ACTION: 
Th

ELISIA MATHIAS,

PASSION: 

ACTION: 

NESCO LETTSOME,

PASSION: 
diff

ACTION: 

ANTHONY MARTINEZ,

PASSION: 

ACTION: 

LOURDES ACUNA,

PASSION: 

ACTION: 

ZHESUS NORWOOD,

PASSION: 

ACTION: 

SETH JOYNER,

PASSION: 

Th
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PEGGY HARRIS,

PASSION: 

ACTION: 

JOSHUA GANTT,

PASSION: 
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ACTION: 

ROHAN HUGHES,

PASSION: 
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ACTION: 

ASHLEY JAHEE, STUDENT

PASSION: 

ACTION: 

ANN ANONYMOUS

To see the video, visit 
AdventistReview.org/ARtv.
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For the Glory: Eric Liddell’s Journey From Olym-
pic Champion to Modern Martyr, 
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No Heil Hitler! 
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John Bradshaw

EVERY ONE OF 
GOD’S PEOPLE 

CAN SHARE 
JESUS WITH 

OTHERS.
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